
r

L



-v

OF THE

AT

PRINCETON, N. J.

DONATIOX OF
SAMUEL AGNEW,

OF PHILADELPHIA, PA.

G4Z -

<° Pi" ~„^*>i t \

t\ r>„*<> Divisir^-^^v

—

> \

8 >*/«//, Sect i
*-<«'' /O »

I/. / JBook, Ne







HISTORY
THE

INTERPRETER OF PROPHECY,
OR,

A V I E W
OF

SCRIPTURAL PROPHECIES
AND

THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENT
IN' THE

PAST AND PRESENT

OCCURRENCES OF THE WORLD;
WITH

CONJECTURES RESPECTING THEIR FUTURE
COMPLETION.

BY HENRY KETT, B.D.
FELLOW OF TRINITY COLLEGE, OXFORD, AND ONE
OF HIS MAJESTY'S PREACHERS AT WHITEHALL.

IN THREE VOLUMES.

V O L. I.

OXFORD;
Printed for Meffrs. Hanwell and Parker; and J. Cooke;
And fold by C. and J. Rivington, St. Paul's Church-Yard;'

Robson, Bond-Street; Egerton, Whitehall;
Cadell and Da vies, Strand; and Hat-

chard, Piccadilly, London.
mdccxcix.





TO THE RIGHT REVEREND

GEORGE PRETYMAN, D.D. F.R.S.

LORD BISHOP OF LINCOLN,

WHOSE ARDENT AND UNREMITTING ZEAL

FOR THE INTERESTS OF RELIGION,

AND STEADY REGARD FOR LEARNING j

WHOSE CONDUCT AS A MAN,

AND WHOSE VIGILANCE AS A PRELATE,

DEMAND THE GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

OF EVERY FRIEND

TO THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH OF ENGLANDj

ESPECIALLY AT A PERIOD,

WHEN SUCH EXAMPLES ARE EMINENTLY USEFUL

TO

THE CAUSE OF CHRISTIANITY;

THE FOLLOWING WORK

IS, WITH PROFOUND RESPECT,

INSCRIBED,

BY HIS LORDSHIP'S

OBLIGED AND OBEDIENT SERVANT,

HENRY KETT.





PREFACE.

THE aflonifhing progrefs made by In-

fidelity in the prefent age of the world

evidently requires from the friends of

Chriflianity a peculiar degree of energy

and vigilance in the caufe of Religious

Truth. They cannot fail to recollect,

that, although Religion itfelf is invul-

nerable againfl every attack which ar-

tifice and violence direct againfl it, it is

their indifpenfable duty to exert their

utmoft efforts to check the ravages of

an enemy f© fatal to the dearefl in-

terefls of man : and no mode of pro-

tection againfl its contagious fpirit

feems better calculated for general ufe,

a 3 than
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than A FULL AND CLEAR ELUCIDA-

TION OF THE PROPHETICAL PARTS

OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS.

The evidence derived from prophe-

cy infupport of revelation, is a pro-

greffive and an accumulating evidence,

which fhines with increafing brightnefs

as time advances in its courfe, and col-

lects ftrength from each fucceeding age.

And as the extraordinary events now-

passing BEFORE OUR EYES will be

found to augment the fplendour of its

light, and to give force to its ftrength,

while they receive in return a ray from

Divine truth, which difcovers their ori-

gin, and points out their courfe ; it

may be prefumed, that a fummary view

of the Prophecies is particularly suited

TO STRIKE THE MINDS OF THE PRE-

SENT GENERATION, WHO SEEK IN

VAIN
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VAIN FOR ANY OTHER ADEQUATE

EXPLANATION OF OCCURRENCES SO

DEEPLY INTERESTING TO THEM-

SELVES.

History, which conftitutes a ma-

terial branch of our education, affumes

the greatefl dignity of character, when

fhe becomes the companion of Reli-

gion, and the Interpreter of the Ora-

cles of God. Her volumes prefent the

moil wonderful difcoveries, and reflect

the images of the prophetical parts of

the Bible. The works of the writers of

all ages and countries—whether Pagans

—Chriftians—Jews— antient, or even

modern, Infidels—whatever their opi-

nions, prejudices, or defigns, unfold the

myfteries of prediction, (how the fulfil-

ment of the Divine will, and in reality

advance the interests of Revelation.

a 4 This
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The following Work is intended to leto

thefe truths in a ftriking point of view

;

IT DISPLAYS THE HARMONY OF PRO-

PHECY THE ONE GREAT SCHEME

THAT PERVADES ALL ITS PARTS

AND THE CONCURRENCE OF ALL HU-

MAN EVENTS TO ACCOMPLISH ITS

STUPENDOUS PLAN.

Fully aware that this work falls ex-

tremely fhort of that excellence which

the fubject demands, I lament that fuch

a fketch of Prophetical and Hiflorical

harmony as the times feem urgently to

require, delineating prefent as well as

pad occurrences with a faithful and an

able pencil, and marking them with

the colours of flrong and vivid defcrip-

tion, has not hitherto been offered to

the public. I am perfuaded, that fuch

a work would moft effectually anfwer

the
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the ends which thefe Volumes are moft

ferioufly intended to promote—namely,

to eftablifh the doubtful, to recal the

wandering, to awaken the thoughtlefs,

to inflrucr. the unlearned— and more

particularly to produce in the minds of

the rifing generation fo ftrong a convic-

tion of the fuperintendence of the Al-

mighty over the affairs of the world—of

the Divine origin of the Gofpel—and

the momentous concerns of another life,

that they may view the folly and the

WICKEDNESS of the NEW PHILOSO-

PHY in their proper light, and ever ftand

Up as THE FIRM SUPPORTERS OF THE

SACRED CAUSE OF CHRISTIANITY.

Before I conclude this Preface, I muft

make an acknowledgment, which is no

lefs due to juftice, than fatisfactory to

my own feelings of gratitude. I have

received
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received fo much affiftance in the pro-

fecution of this Work, as greatly to in-

validate my claims to being reputed its

Author. The plan originated with an

ardent Friend to the caufe of Religion,

who was led, by a very extenfive know-

ledge of Hiftory and Scripture, to con-

fider the pairing train of events with pe-

culiar attention -, and, forcibly flruck by

their agreement with the Divine word,

was anxious to reprefent this enlighten-

ing and confolatory truth to the public.

From this Perfon, whofe name I am not

at liberty to mention, and whofe anx-

iety for the fuccefs of this Publication is

perfectly difinterefted, I have not only

received many judicious corrections of

what I had written, but fuch valuable

communications as are defervedly fub-

flituted for many of the materials which

I had prepared for the prefs. I had

alfo
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alfo the advantage of fubmitting my
papers to the perufal of the learned

and excellent Prelate, to whom I am
allowed the honour of infcribing this

Work ; to whofe enlightened and com-

prehenfive views of the fubject of Pro-

phecy itfelf, I am happy to acknowledge

my obligations ; and to whom the pub-

lic are indebted for the firft intimation

of the principle that alone can ex-

plain the extraordinary events which

excite univerfal attention a
. I congra-

tulate my Readers on my having ob-

tained fuch important affiflance, as it

has ftamped that value upon the Vo-

lumes now offered to their notice, which

I am confident could not have been de-

rived from my own unaided labours.

a See the Bifhop of Lincoln's excellent Difcourfe

on the Day of Public Thankfgiving, 1797.
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

-NO one, who believes in the exigence

of a God, can doubt the Divine Know-
ledge of all things paft, prefent, and to

come, or the Divine Power to reveal

thofe things to men in fuch meafure

and on fuch occafions, as Divine Wifdom
directs. To God the pad, the prefent,

and the future, mufl be the fame.—He
views the greatefl and mod wonderful

events in their remotell caufes ; the

longed feries appears but as one object

to his all-feeing eye, and the whole

fcheme of thofe events is altogether pre-

fented to the Divine Mind, of which

mortals only catch a glimpfe, and furvey

the broken parts. But while the pre-

b fcience
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fcience of the Almighty is univerfally

acknowledged, his fuperintending Pro-

vidence is frequently denied. Plunging

into the abyfs of metaphyfical abftrac-

tion, man tries in vain to fathom its

depth with the fhort line of his finite

underftanding ; and unable to reconcile

the fuperintending and directing Provi-

dence of God with his ideas of the free

will of man, the mifts of doubt conceal

this rock of confolation, hope, and joy,

to which the Scriptures point as his fe-

curity ^ and he either flruggles comfort-

lefs againfl the ills of life, or coldly re-

figns himfelf to the laws of fate, or the

fluctuations of chance. To believe, that

the Almighty Creator is alfo the con-

flant Governor of the univerfe, is a point

of considerable importance to human
happinefs ; and to eftablifh this doctrine

upon folid ground is of considerable im-

portance to the interefts of Religion.

It is the defign of this work to draw

conviction from the facred fource of

prophecy.
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prophecy.—But here it may be aiked

by thofe who freely acknowledge the

power of God to declare his will to

mankind by a fpecial Revelation, whe-

ther it clearly appears, that he actually

has done fo ? A fatisfactory anfwer to

this very ferious queftion will be found

in an attentive examination of thofe writ-

ings, which the Jewifh and the Chriflian

Church agree in believing to be prophe-

tic. And many others have been given.

—The certainty of Revelation has been

varioufly as well as repeatedly proved.

It is not the defect in proof, but the

want of invefligation, that produces in-

fidelity. For notwithstanding the preten-

tions of the prefent age to zeal for truth,

who now will even read the laborious

refearches of her faithful advocates, Chil-

lingworth,Stillingfleet, Pearfon, Hooker,

Warburton, Cudworth, Leland, or But-

ler ? Even Maurice is neglected, though

the charms of novelty, of poetic fiction,

and of a florid ftyle unite to decorate

r 2 the
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the pillar, which he has patiently built

up in her fupport, from a quarry, which

her enemies have long confidered as their

exclufive property. It is forgotten, that

while nothing is more eafy, than to bring

forward a multitude of objections in

a very fmall volume, it is abfolutely

impoflible to anfwer them within the

fame compafs : and the generality of

readers, it is to be feared, imagine that

thofe objections, which almoft daily if-

fue from the prefs, in the form belt cal-

culated for extenfive circulation, are

the difcoveries of this enlightened age

;

whereas they are in fact only old argu-

ments and objections, furbifhed up with

the polifli of modern writing, or the

fpirit of modern wit and falfehood, and

have long ago been proved to have nei-

ther weight nor value. Let it however be

remembered, that a truth once proved,

is proved for ever. No rational mind

will admit it poffible for the utmofh force

which objections can mufter to over-

throw
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throw a Tingle demonjlration^ or what Dr.

Jeremy Taylor has fhown to be nearly

of equal Strength, a moral certainty,

Thefe confiderations have urged me to

try whether one argument, which I consi-

der as proving incontrovertibly both the

certainty of Revelation and its chief

defign, could not be compreffed within

narrow limits in fuch a manner, as to

Strike, and not tire the attention. And
it is with the earnefl hope of accomplish-

ing this great object, that I fhall lay be-

fore the reader fome few of the mod re-

markable Prophecies, capable of the

(horteft and plainer! application, in two

diftinct clafles, and fubjoin the facts,

which have fulfilled them. The relation

of thefe facts I fhall take from the mofl

authentic and approved historians, both

antient and modern ; and confirm every

flatement by obfervations, authorized by

writers diftinguifhed for their learning,

penetration, judgment, and impartiality,

b 3 la
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in order to give indifputable authority

to each application of the Prophecies to

the events, ftated as their accomplifh-

ment, and to the conclusions, that will

be deduced from them.

Fir st Cl ass—Prophecies which have

been fulfilled,—down to the fubverfion

of the Jewifh government.

Second Class.—Prophecies relating

to the reign of Antichrifl, and the reign

and final triumph of the Memah.

The Prophecies which I have felected

for the First Clafs will be fliown to

have been accomplifhed, by the events,

to which they are referred in the fullefl

ienfe, and mofl accurate manner. It

will be proved, that the facts recorded

have precifely agreed with the facts pre-

dicted, and the time, when time is men-

tioned in the Prophecy, with the time

predicted.

The
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The Prophecies I have chofen for the

Second Clafs are fuch as are in part

fulfilled, and are, therefore, fo far efta-

blilhed upon fafe ground by paft time,

and accomplifhment ; and are thus ren-

dered more clearly and certainly proper

objects of our attention and inquiry.

But as I (hall confider them with a par-

ticular view to the prefent ftate of the

world, and fhall be led to offer an opi-

nion relative to the connexion, which

they appear to have as parts of one

Power, and poflibly to hazard a conjec-

ture refpecting the courfe of their com-

pletion j I have feparated this Clafs from

the former, that the great argument to

be derived from the clear and exact ac-

complifhment of Prophecy may reft en-

tirely upon the acknowledged truth of

hiflorical facts.

That thefe Prophecies were delivered

at the time, and by the perfons, to whom
they are commonly affigned ;—that they

b 4 were
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were delivered before the events they pre-

dict -, and that they profefTed to be pro-

phetic at the time of their delivery,

and were fo underftood to be, by the

greater!: and mofl learned perfons, at and

after their delivery, are points, that have

been long efleemed eftablifhed, beyond

the power of controverfy. But none are

fecure from contradiction ; and the in-

fatuating folly of the prefent day makes

men perpetually miftake ajfertion for argu-

ment. It will not be expected in a work,

which profefTedly aims at concifenefs,

that what may be called a preliminary

fubject mould be treated very fully. For

the detail of proofs, I mufl refer the read-

er to thofe learned authors, who have

collected the various evidence, and from

thence have mofl clearly deduced in-

conteftible conclufions in fupport of the

authenticity of the Scriptures ; and who
confequently give ample confirmation to

the truth of thefe points. But I can-

not pafs them over intirely. And I wifh

to



[ 9 ]

to give the reader, if yet unacquainted

with their hiftory, iome information re-

lative to thole Prophets, whofe writings

will be the fubjects of difcuflion—pre-

mising a few obfervations refpecting the

fcene of Prophecy, and laying a few

words concerning the Prophets in gene-

ral, before I enter upon the fhort ac-

count of the hiftory and explanation of

the nature and uie of Prophecy itfelf,

with which I fhall conclude this prepa-

ratory Chapter.

The principal fcene of Prophecy after

the death of Mofes, was the country of

Judea—a country of little eminence

when compared with, the mighty em-

pires of the earth ; but not fo very in-

confiderable as it is ufually reprefented,

when compared more juftly with king-

doms which exifted nearer to its ancient

date a
. The truth is, that we annex

certain

a Porphyry, who lived in the third century, and

b <; was
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certain ideas of dignity and greatneis to

the kingdoms of Troy, of Argos, of

Crete, of Lydia, and the different flates

of Greece, becaufe the poets and hifto-

rians magnify their importance in our

youthful minds, and becaufe we never

lofe fight of them while we purfue our

ftudies—Whereas the Ifraelites,feparated

from the reft of the world for the exprefs

purpofe of preferving the Oracles of

God, quietly fettled in the promifed

land, which they had conquered in far-

more remote antiquity, or fuffering in

captivity the predicted punifhment of

difobedience to their Law, are feldom

was an acute and learned writer againft Christi-

anity, confeffed that Mofes flourished near 1000

years before any of the Greek Philoibphers ; and it

is well known that Herodotus, the father of Gre-

cian hiftory, was contemporary with Malachi, the

laft of the Prophets, whofe writings clofe the facred

volume of the Jewilh hiltory.—Hence Jofephus

fpeaks with great contempt of the late origin of

^Grecian literature.

prefented



C » ]

prefented to our notice by thofe authors

in whom we are accuftomed to confide

for our knowledge of ancient hiftory.

—

With the kingdom of Ifrael we are little

acquainted, except as it forms a part of

early religious inftruction ; and the reve-

rence with which we may be difpofed to

remember it, is often abated when we

difcover the low eftimation in which it

is generally held with refpect to the

dazzling points of fplendor, power, and

fame. It may however be afked, which

of the great monarchies of the an-

cient world exceeded in magnificence

the Court of Solomon, and the Temple

of Jerufalem ? The aftonifhment, admi-

ration, and awe, exprefTed by Alexander

and by Titus, when they beheld the

Temple, preclude the idea of exaggerated

defcription, and appear to eftablifh its

claim to fuperior grandeur and riches,

while the fimple patriarchal manners of

the people (manners which ftill prevail

in Arabia and in a part of India) mufl

e 6 increafe
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increafe the wonder. With refpect to

power, and its attendant, fame, the Is-

raelites were forbidden to extend their

conquefls beyond certain limits ; for it is

evident, that their reputation in the

world as a people made no part of the

intended object, for which they were dis-

tinguished by the Almighty—perhaps

was inconfiftent with it :—but nothing

human could refill the power with which

they were endued, whenever they were

allowed to exert it. It is allowed, how-

ever, that the frequent punilhments,

to which they were fubje&ed by their

frequent diiobedience to the commands

of God, confined the nation much with-

in the bounds prefcribed, till the age

when Solomon " reigned over all the

kings, from the river Euphrates, even

unto the land of the Philiftines, and to

the borders of EgyptV and " exceeded

all the kings of the earth for riches and

for wifdom," and, it may be added, for

b 2 Chron. ix, 26,

" ho-
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" honour" or fame c
; a fact to which

eaftern tradition flill gives teftimony.

—

It is allowed too, that this extended

greatnefs of the kingdom was of fhort

duration, and that it feemed to fink into

infignificance jufl as the kingdoms of

the Heathen world rofe into importance

:

but it is maintained, that all thefe cir-

cumflances confirm the credibility of

the Jewiih hiflory, becaufe they are all

in ftrict conformity with the conditional

promifes and the prophetic word of

God, and with the great defign for

which the Jews were to continue a peat-

liar people. The ignorance and the ob-

fcurity imputed to the Jewifh people

will, indeed, furnifh no inconfiderable

argument to prove the divine origin of

their prophecies.—If their knowledge

and their experience were limited to the

narrow confines of their own country

—

if their means of information were fmall,

c i Kings, iv. 34,—iii. T3. 2 Chron. i. 12.
.

and
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and their connexions with other nations

precarious and accidental, they had the

lefs ground to foretell, with any proba-

bility of being right, the future condi-

tion of other nations ; and much lefs to

decide pofitively and circumftantially as

to their decline, decay, and ruin. And
yet we find that the great events of fo-

reign ftates, the fate of Nineveh, of

Tyre, and of Babylon, the revolutions of

Greece, and the power of Rome, were

exactly foretold, and the predictions as

exactly fulfilled.—Having premifed thus

much concerning thefcene of Prophecy, I

now haften to the Prophets themfelves.

Mofes was of the tribe of Levi, and

was born in Egypt during the bondage

of the Children of Ifrael, in the year be-

fore Chrifl 1567, and in the year of the

World 2433
J

. He was miraculouily ref-

cued

d Calmet's Dictionary r Articles Mofes, Vol. II.

p. 223, Bible, Vol. I. p. 292. Prophets, Vol. II.

P- 455*
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cued from deftruction by the daughter

of Pharaoh, of which circumftance his

name Mofes, or Moyfes, which fignifies

in the Egyptian language, preferved out

of water y is defcriptive ; and he was edu-

cated by her direction in all the learning

and accomplifhments of the Egyptians.

He was chofen by God to be the deli-

verer and lawgiver of the Children of If-

rael, and to conduct them to the land of

Canaan, according to the promife given

to their father Abraham. He died in

the 120th year of his age, " when his eye

was not dim, nor his natural force abat-

ed ," on Mount Nebo, on the borders of

that land, which it was declared by the

Lord he mould fee, but not enter. As
a prophet he was eminently diftin-

guifhed. The Jews have conilantly at-

tributed to him the higheft degree of

p. 455. Pentateuch, Vol. II. p. 379. Grotius de

Veritate Chriftianae Religionis. Du Pin's Canon.

Du Pin's Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. Watfon's Apology

for the Bible, Gray's Key, p, 45, &c.

infpira-
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infpiration ; and in the New Teftament

he is always mentioned with lingular ho-

nour. By the Egyptians, the Greeks,

the Romans, and other heathen nations,

Mofes was acknowledged not only as the

mofl ancient lawgiver, and as an hifto-

rian of the ftricteft veracity, but, accord-

ing to the ftyle, in which they exprefTed

their veneration for the greatefl charac-

ters of antiquity, he was placed among

the Gods, and worshipped under various

names. And writers of the earlier! ages

have either confirmed his hiflory by yet

earlier tradition, or have borrowed from

thence the ground-work of their fic-

tions. He has been celebrated as a ge-

neral, a legiflator, a prophet, and a ma-

giciau by prophane writers of almoft all

defcriptions, and of almoft all ages ; and

his character is eftablifhed by the unin-

terrupted teftimony, which the Jews have

given, from the fime in which he lived

to the prefent hour. His writings we

mall confider prefently.

Ifaiah
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Ifaiah was of the tribe of Judah, and

of noble birth. He began to prophefy

about B.C. 758, Y.W. 3246, was nearly-

contemporary with Hofea, Joel, Amos,
and Micah, and, according to a tradition

among the Jews, was put to death in the

firfl year of the reign of ManarTeh, B. C.

698. His name, which fignifies the fal-

vation of Jehovah^ is ftrongly defcriptive

of the character of his prophecies, which

give a remarkably clear and accurate

view of the Mefnah and his kingdom,

and he is therefore emphatically ftyled

by Chriftian writers, the Evangelical

Prophet,

Jeremiah was of the line of the prieft-

hood, and confequently of the tribe of

Levi. He was called to the prophetic

office, which he exercifed for more than

40 years, nearly at the fame time with

Zephaniah, in the 13th year of the reign

of Jofiah. He was permitted to remain

in Judea, the defolation of which he fo

patheti-
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pathetically laments after the firft con-

quefl of Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar,

and was afterwards carried with his dif-

ciple Baruch into Egypt, where he was

put to death. The Chronicle of Alexan-

dria relates, that the Egyptians were in-

cenfed againfl him on account of his

predictions concerning their kingdom

;

but that Alexander the Great, hearing

what he had foretold concerning himfelf,

vifited the place of his burial, and or-

dered this Prophet's urn to be removed

to Alexandria, where he built a magnifi-

cent monument to his memory. Con-
^ntine the Great afterwards erected a

tomb to his memory near Jerufalem, at

the place where it was fuppofed he ufually

refided : but as Ptolemy received the for-

mer account as genuine, it is far more

probable that he died in Egypt.

Daniel was a defcendant of the kings

of Judah ; he was carried captive to

Babylon in the fourth vear of the reign

of
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of Jehoiakim, B. C. 602, Y. W. 3398",

when he was about 18 years of age. His

illuflrious birth, various accomplish-

ments, and confummate wifdom, raifed

him to the higheft honours, firft in the

Babylonian, and afterwards in the Per-

fian court. He publicly profefied and

pradtifed the worihip of his God, in de-

fiance of every danger, and boldly pre-

dicted his fearful judgments to two of

the moil powerful and haughty tyrants

of the earth, when called upon to ex-

plain the figns which they confeffed to

be fent from heaven. Daniel contributed

much towards fpreading the knowledge

of God among the Gentile nations, both

during his life, which was extended to

a great length, and by the number of

his predictions relating to them, which

foon became generally known, and fome

of which were foon fulfilled. It is ge-

nerally believed he died at Sufa, the ca-

pital of Perfia, where he had built a moft

magnificent edifice, mentioned by Jofe-

phus,
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phus, as a fepulchre for the Perfian and

Parthian kings.

Malachi lived about 400 years before

the birth of Chrift. His name, which

fignifies his Angel or Mejenger, like that

of Jfaiah, alludes to the principal fubject

of his Prophecy. This Prophet faw the

fecond Temple completed, and the facred

rites of worihip reeftablifhed after the

return of the Jews from the Babylonifh

Captivity, and clofed the feries of Pro-

phets which had been continued from the

time of Mofes, with the promife of ano-

ther lneffenger* who mould immediately

precede the long-expected Mefliah.

It muft not be imagined that the Pro-

phets were always under the influence of

the divine Spirit, or exempt from the

common frailties and infirmities of human

nature 5—but it may be affirmed, that

there was not one in this long feries of

1000
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iooo years, whofe character does not juft-

ly command our veneration. Piety, obe-

dience to the commands of God, indiffe-

rence to the pleamres and fufTerings ofthis

life, as far as they related to themfelves,

united with the keeneft fenfibility to the

mifery or the happinefs of their country,

and the mofl ardent and active zeal in

executing the facred but often painful

duties of their office, appear eminently,

though not equally confpicuous in them

all. " They were the eftablifhed oracles

of their country, and confulted upon all

occafions when it was neceffary to colled:

the divine will on any civil or religious

queflion ; and we hear of no fchifms or

divifions while they flourifhed. They even

condefcended to inform the people of

common concerns in trivial cafes, in order

to preclude them from all pretence or ex-

cufe for reforting to idolatrous practices

and heathen divinations ; and they were

always furnifhed with fome prefcribed

mode of conlulting God, or obtained re-

velation
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velation by prayer. Sometimes the Holy

Spirit fuggefted the matter and not the

words to the Prophets—fometimes by an

audible voice dictated every word and

expreflion—fometimes the Prophets were

left to defcribe in their own language

the hieroglyphical dreams and vilions,

which they beheld ; and hence is the

flyle of every Prophet more or lefs per-

fpicuous, according to the nature and

clearnefs of the Revelation imparted to

him, and likewife characterized with pe-

culiar difcriminations refulting from edu-

cation, and particular intercourfe and ha*

bits of life. But fometimes they were

inftrudted in the very expreffions they

ihould ufe ; and when writing under the

influence of that infpiration, they under-

ftood not always the full importance and

extent of themj writing for the advan-

tage of thofe that were to come after,

and to furnifh evidence in fupport of a

future difpenfation, they might not per-

ceive the full fcope, nor forefee diftindtly

the
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the ipi ritual accomplifhment of the Pro-

phecies they recorded e."—We find them

conftantly appealing to well known facts,

for the fulfilment of many of their pre-

dictions, and perfectly confiflent in their

communications of the divine will. As
their number increafed, the truth of

their declarations was eftablifhed by the

courfe of events; and there was an accu-

mulation of evidence to prove, that, in

the emphatic language of Scripture,

<c Holy men fpake as they were taught

of God." Influenced by the guidance

of the fame fpirit, they united in the

moil perfect harmony of defign ; they

delivered the fame precepts to be ob-

ferved, the fame punifhments to be

avoided, and the fame blefllngs to be

hoped for. Confidered leparately, every

one of them was a burning and a (Lin-

ing light, ordained to beam upon the

dark generation, in which he lived : and,

confidered collectively, they form one

e Gray's Key, p. 329, &c.

bright
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bright and glorious afTemblage, to en-

lighten and imprefs the world with ad-

miration of the power, the wifdom, and

the goodnefs of God.

The writings of but few of thele nu-

merous Prophets have been preferved

in the Jewifh Canon. Some of the ear-

lier Prophets feem, indeed, to have been

appointed for the peculiar fervice of the

Children of Ifrael, and as the means of

preferring them diftinct from other na-

tions : but the later Prophets were to

be of more general and extenfive fervice,

as they approached nearer to that great

event, in which both Jews and Gentiles

were equally interefted.

We have not merely as good reafon

to believe that "the Prophecies were de-

livered at the time, and by the peribns,

to whom they are commonly aligned,"

as to believe that Cicero wrote and pro-

nounced his orations againft Catiline and

Antony,
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Antony, in the century before Chriii,

and that Virgil wrote his poems in the

reign of Auguflus ; but we have a regu-

lar fucceflion of teftimony to the truth

of this proportion, which the Jews have

brought down to the prefent times.

—

And the univerfally high eftimation, in

which thefe writings appear from va-

rious hiftorical evidence to have been

held, from nearly the time of their de-

livery, will affuredly eflablifh the other

Propofitions ftated in p. 8. in the mind

of an impartial inquirer.

I fhall only obferve further, that they

were tranflated into Chaldee about the

year before Chrift 420, and into Greek,

the language then moft generally under-

stood, in the reign of Ptolemy Philadel-

phus -, an era remarkable for inveftiga-

tion and fcience, and which being after

the predictions, and before many of the

events which have fince fulfilled them,

clearly prove thefe writings to have been

c handed
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handed down to us, without alteration.

Efpecially when we confider, that the

multiplicity of copies, which were fpread

into all nations by the Jewifli colonies,

from the time of the captivity, were

conflantly read in all the Synagogues,

and open to the perufal of all people

—

were tranflated into many different lan-

guages—quoted by many hiftorians

—

and their truth doubted by none, till

within a very recent period.

I fhall now flate very fhortly as much
of the hiftory, and the nature and ufe

of Prophecy, as will put the reader in

fair poffeffion of the fubject he is called

upon to confider.—A believer in the

Scriptures conceives that fome memory
of God, and knowledge of the difpen-

fations of his Providence having been

preferved traditionally from Adam,
(confirmed probably by other occafion-

al communications of the divine will),

through the antediluvian world, the few

who
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who kept up in their lives any juft fenfe

of his providence were, by means of

Prophecy, and the miraculous interpofi-.

tion of their Maker, laved out of the

general wreck of the deluge—That af-

ter a time, the impremon of even that

awful lefTon wearing out of the mind of

the greateft part of mankind, it pleafed

the Supreme Being not to leave himfclf

without a particular as well as a general

witnefs : and therefore he a kq;ain chofe

one of the few families, who preferved

their belief and knowledge of him, and

trufled them with the promifes of his

mercy.—And left this again mould fuf-

fer by the vague nature of all tradition ;

he, before the recollection of their fa-

ther Abraham had faded from the minds

of any of his defendants, and while

the hiftory of the world and of the ear-

lier Patriarchs, which had been brought

down in regular fuccemon through but

very

6 The tradition was conveyed from Adam
o 2 through
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very few generations'3

, was well known to

them, appointed Mofes to explain the

creation and the (late of man on earth

;

to record the intentions of God towards

man, and to be under him the lawgiver

of this family, now becoming a nation,

and deftined to preferve this hiflory, thefe

records, and thefe laws, to the end of

the world. From this period, therefore,

is to be dated the beginning of written

Prophecy.

Mofes, the firfl and greatefl of the

Prophets whofe works have been tranf-

mitted to us, recorded the wonders of

creation and providence, from the be-

through Methufelah, Noah, Abraham, Ifaac, Jo-

feph, and Amram, to Mofes, feven intermediat-

perfons—and of thefe feven, feveral v/ere a long

time contemporary with each other. Methufelah

was contemporary with both Adam and Noah

;

Shem with Noah and Abraham ; Ifaac with Abra-

ham and Jofeph ; and Amram the grandfon of

Levi (who was the brother of Jofeph) was the fa-

ther of Mofes.

ginning
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ginning of time, till the arrival of the

Ifraelites at the borders of the land pro-

mifed to the children of Abraham—

a

period of above 2500 years—eftablifhed

the covenant of God with his chofen

people—fet before them the conditional

promifes of God—drew a flrong and ac-

curate picture of their national character

and fate for a feries of ages, which are

ftill running their courfe— and predicted

the appearance of another " Prophet

like unto himfelf ' (by which, according

to all antient interpretation, is to be

underflood another Lawgiver) to whom
he commanded them " to hearken," un-

der pain of the heavy difpleafure of the

Lord their God.—The Prophets, who
followed Mofes in continued fuccef-

fion for above a thoufand years, were

employed in preferving the remembrance

of the gracious promifes of future Re-

demption to fallen man, and the know-

ledge of a future ftate of retribution

—

in keeping up a fenfe of the conftant fu-

c 3 perintend-
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pcrintending providence of God over

all the world—in gradually explaining

the fpiritual and typical meaning of the

Mofaical Law, and in preparing the

Jews for the reception of that fecond

difpenfation, which it prefigured, and

was defigned to introduce at the ap-

pointed time, as the promifed univerfal

blefiing. The great object of Prophecy

being a defcription of the Mefiiah, and

of his kingdom, the prophetic miniftry

ceafed when that object had been fuffl-

ciently dilplayed.—At the period allotted

by the Prophet Daniel, for " fealing up

the Vifion and the Prophecy"—after the

peaceable reeftablifhment of the Jews

in their own land—and within about

400 years of the time appointed for the

appearance of Chrifc, Malachi clofed the

prophetic volume in a manner which

ftrikingly confirms this truth, " that the

teftimony of Jefus is the fpirit of Pro-

phecy." He threatens the Jews with

punifhment and rejection ; declaring that

God
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God would " make his name great

among the Gentiles," for that he was

wearied with the impiety of Ifrael : he

exhorts them earneftly to repent, and to

obferve the law of Mofes, till that pro-

phetic MefTenger (hould appear, who,

like " a harbinger, was to prepare the

way of the Lord, whom they fought,"

i. e. for the MefTiah—" who would fud-

denly come to his temple"—and whofe

approach was hailed, as that " Sun of

righteoufnefs, who mould arife with

healing in his wings."

It is obvious, that if the Prophecies

in the antient Scriptures relating to the

firft advent of the Mefliah were fulfilled

in Chrift—and if " the wall of partition

between the Jews and Gentiles was then

thrown down," many of the principal

lubjects of the Prophecies under -the

Law can have no place in the Prophe-

cies under the Gofpel.—We accord-

c 4 ingly
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ingly find the kingdom of Chrifl to be

the fole great object of Prophecy in the

New Teftament ; and this diftin&ion

gives frefh evidence to the unity of de-

fign, which pervades both covenants

—

efpecially as it is certain that many of

the Prophecies in both upon this ever

important . fubject exactly correfpond ;

and none can be found, in which there

is the fhadow of contradiction. Of the

Prophecies which are contained in the

New Teftament, I fhall only briefly re-

mark, that they extend to the end of

the world, and particularly defcribe the

ftate of the Church—its trials, increafe,

profperity, corruptions, fufferings, and

purification—from the time of its lowly

origin (for lowly did it feem to mortal

eyes) to its univerfal prevalence and

triumphant entrance into glory—and

conclude this iketch of the hiftory of

Prophecy with obferving, that fince the

Revelation by St. John doled the New
Tefla-
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Teftament, 1700 years have elapfed

without the appearance of any Prophet

in the world.

It may be obferved of the Prophecies

themfelves, that they were not only necef-

farily miraculous, but ofthat fpecies of mi-

racles which is the mod lafting, and confe-

quently the mofl: convincing to the later

ages, as well as peculiarly adapted to the

keeping up among a people difpofed, as

the Jews were, to idolatry and rebellion,

that conflant dependence upon their

God and King, which was neceffary to

preferve them diftinct and feparate from

the reft of the world, according to the

declared purpofe of God.—They appear

to be fometimes plain, and fometimes

metaphorical—they have often a firfl or

partial, and an ultimate completion, of

which the former may generally be consi-

dered as an earneft of the latter-—they

having often an immediate reference to

prefent circumftances, or to things that

c 5 were
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were very foon to happen, and yet be-

ing in their nature predictive of remotely

future events.

—

cc It is this double cha-

racter of Prophecy, which occafions thofe

unexpected tranfitions and Hidden in-

terchange of circumftances, fo oblerva-

ble in the prophetic books. Hence dif-

ferent predictions are fometimes blended

together, temporal and fpiritual deliver-

ances are foretold in one Prophecy,

and great and fmaller events are com-

bined in one point of view. Hence like-

wife one chain of connected defign runs

through the whole fcheme of Prophecy

;

and a continuation of events fucceffively

fulfilling, and fucceffively branching out

into new predictions, continued to con-

firm the faith, and keep alive the expec-

tations of the Jews." It is principally

this double fenfe of Prophecy which

renders it obfcure : for though " the

predictions of the Prophets were fome-

times pofitive and exactly defcriptive,

and delivered with an accurate and de-

finite
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finite defignation of names and times,

Prophecy was not generally defigned to

be clear before its accomplifhment. Had
it been more clear, it muft have con-

trolled the freedom of human actions, or

have appeared to have produced its own
accomplifhment, furnifhing finners with

a plea of neceffity. It is however always

fufficiently exact in its defcriptions to

authenticate its pretentions to a Divine

authority, to produce, when it comes to

pafs, an acknowledgment of its unerring

certainty, and to demonftrate the wif-

dom and the power of God f."

For let it not be imagined that the

obfcurity, which arifes from the double

fenfe of Prophecy, at all refembles the

ambiguity of the Pagan oracles. The
Pagan oracles commonly related to tranf-

actions, that were carrying on at the

fame time in no very diltant place ; or

f Gray's Key to the Old Teftament, p. 343,

345-

c 6 to
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to fome event a fhort time before it

happened, when the caufes which were to

produce it had begun to operate : and it

is certain, that they were in general fo

expreffed, as to admit of double and

contradictory interpretations, in order

to correfpond with events of a totally

oppqfite nature. Whereas the double

types of genuine Prophecy conftantly

referred to events of the fame, nature,

though occurring at different periods of

time.—It has been already faid, that

Prophecy was fometimes delivered in

diflinct and pofitive terms; as for exam-

ple, the fifty-third chapter of Ifaiah,

containing the hi/lory of our Saviour's

fufferings : and it may alfo be obferved,

that when it was delivered in highly me-

taphorical language, the fymbols and fi-

gures admitted of the clearefl explica-

tion, which was fometimes given at the

fame time.—Thus for inftance, the four

great empires of the world and their

revolutions were reprefented to Daniel,

under
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under the form of certain animals, and

by allufions to their nature and proper-

ties ; but thefe fymbols are interpreted

in the plained language poflible.—I can-

not refufe myfelf the pleafure of clofing

this part of the fubjecl:, by quoting a

moft admirable defcription of the lan-

guage of Prophecy.—" The language

of Prophecy is remarkable for its mag-

nificence. Each prophetic writer is dif-

tinguifhed for peculiar beauties ; but

their flyle in general may be charac-

terized, as flrong, animated, and im-

prefiive. Its ornaments are derived not

from accumulation of epithet, or la-

boured harmony ; but from the real gran-

deur of its images, and the majeftic force

of its expreffions. It is varied with

ftriking propriety, and enlivened with

quick but eafy tranfitions. Its fudden

burfls of eloquence, its earnefl warmth,

its affecting exhortations and appeals,

afford very interefling proofs of that

lively impreffion, and of that infpired

conviclion.
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conviction, under which the Prophets

wrote ; and which enabled them, among
a people not diftinguifhed for genius,

to furpafs in every variety of compofi-

tion the moil admired productions of

Pagan antiquity. If the imagery em-
ployed by the facred writers appear

fometimes to partake of a coarfe and in-

delicate can:, it muft be recollected, that

the Eaflern manners and languages re-

quired the moft forcible representations

;

and that the mafculine and indignant

ipirit of the Prophets led them to adopt

the mod energetic and defcriptive ex-

preffions. No flyle is perhaps fo highly

figurative as that of the Prophets. Eve-

ry object of nature and of art, which

could furniih allufions, is explored with

induftry ; every fcene of creation, and

every page of fcience, feems to have un-

folded its rich varieties to the facred wri-

ters, who, in the fpirit of Eaflern poetry,

delight in every kind of metaphorical

embellifhment. Thus, by way of illuftra-

tion,
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tion, it is obvious to remark, that earth-

ly dignities and powers are fymbolized

by the celeflial bodies ; the effects of mo-
ral evil are mown under the florms and

convulfions of nature ; the pollutions of

fin are reprefented by external impuri-

ties ; and the beneficial influence of

righteoufnefs is depicted by the ferenity

and confidence of peaceful life. This

allegorical language being founded in

ideas univerfally prevalent, and adhered

to with invariable relation and regular

analogy, has furnifhed great ornament

and elegance to the facred writings.

Sometimes, however, the infpired pen-

men drew their allufions from local and

temporary fources of metaphor ; from

the peculiar fcenery of their country

;

from the idolatries of heathen nations ;

from their own hiflory and circum-

ftances ; from the fervice of their temple,

and the ceremonies of their religion ;

from manners that have faded, and cuf-

toms that have elafped. Hence many

appro-
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appropriate beauties have vanifhed. Ma-
ny defcriptions and many reprefentations,

that muft have had a folemn importance

among the Jews, are now confidered,

from a change of circumflances, in a de-

graded point of view. Hence, likewife,

here and there a fhade of obfcurity. In

general, however, the language of Scrip-

ture, though highly fublime and beauti-

ful, is eafy and intelligible to all capa-

cities f."

The courfe of Prophecy was guided

by the light of previous Revelation, and

thus a regular connection was preferved,

which was itfelf a teflimony to its truth.

The Prophecies taken together form a

connected feries of the divine difpenfa-

tions from nearly the beginning of the

world to the end of time. Taken fepa-

rately, they prefent detached fcenes of

what has been tranfacted, is now tranf-

f Gray, p. 351,

a&ing,
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acting, and will hereafter take place

upon the great theatre of the world, as

far as they relate to the concerns of true

religion. Many of thefe predictions are

delivered with the greateft degree of ac-

curacy, precifion, and minutenefs; and

all of them refpect one particular train

of events, either directly or ultimately

—

many of them relate to one particular

perfon, and to one only—and one parti-

cular period of time, and one only ; but

more contain a firft and fecondary refe-

rence to particular objects of a fimilar

kind, at different points of time, which,

far from rendering them of vague and

uncertain figniflcation, more fully efta-

blifhes their title to our faith and admi-

ration. Founded upon the bafis of eternal

truth, no human device can undermine,

no human effort can overturn them. The
declarations of Prophecy, confidered with

refpect to their defign, as well as then-

extent, are the moft fublime that can

be imagined—the moil gracious for the

Supreme
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Supreme Being to impart, and mofl be-

neficial for man to receive.—The feed of

the woman is ordained to bruife the fer-

pent's head, as foon as man had fallen

from his original date of innocence and

happinefs.—Preparations are made for

the Redeemer, and a more diftinc~t pro-

fpect is given of his perfon, office, and

dignity, as the fulnefs of time for his

appearance approaches ;—and the pro-

grefs of his Religion—the fufFerings and

triumphs of his Church—and his con-

quefl over Satan, and his attendants, fin

and death, gradually extend to the con-

fines of the world, and " finifh the myf-

tery of God."—Such is the outline of

the wonderful fcheme of Prophecy

!

which is harmonious and complete in all

its parts, and may be traced through al-

moft every page of the Old and New
Teftaments.

It is fcarcely poflible to contemplate

Prophecy as a regular fyftem, without

perceiving
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perceiving its direct tendency to prove

the conftant over-ruling providence of

God, and the truth and certainty of di-

vine Revelation, which muil be consi-

dered as its mod important ufe.—The
evidence arifing from Prophecy is a

growing evidence.—The divine defign,

uniformly purfued through a feries of

fucceffive generations, opens with a

greater degree of clearnefs, in proportion

to the lapfe of time and the number of

events.—An increafe of age is an addi-

tion to its ftrength -

3 and the nearer we

approach the point, towards which the

difpenfations of God unvaryingly tend,

the more clearly Shall we difcern the

wonderful regularity, confiflency, and

beauty of this Stupendous plan for uni-

verfal good.—Of the great ufe of Pro-

phecies which have been fulfilled, as a

direct and Strong argument to convert

unbelievers to Christianity, and to eSta-

bliSh Christians in the Faith, we have

the moft ample proofs. Our Lord him-

felf
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felf made very frequent appeals to Pro-

phecy, as evidence of his divine mif-

fion ;—he referred the Jews to their own

Scriptures, as moll fully and clearly

bearing witnefs of himfelf.—Upon them

he grounded the neceffity of his fuffer-

ings ,—upon them he fettled the faith

of the Difciples at Emmaus, and of the

Apoflles at Jerufalem. The fame fource

fupplied the eloquence of St. Peter and

St. Paul, and the means with which

Apollos " mightily convinced the Jews."

This was a powerful inflrument of per-

fuafion in the fucceeding ages of the

Church, when ufed by the primitive

apologifts. Upon this topic were em-

ployed the zeal and diligence, not only

of Juflin Martyr, but Tertullian, Cy-

prian, and Auguftine. It would never

have been fo frequently employed, if it

had not beeh well adapted to the defired

end : and that it did mofl completely an-

fwer this end, by the converfion of unbe-

lievers, is evident from the accounts of

Scripture,
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Scripture, and the records of the primi-

tive Church.—Prophecy keeps the atten-

tion of Chriflians alive to the truth and

importance of their holy Religion—to

its truth, becaufe Prophecy and Chrifti-

anity had one and the fame origin, both

being derived from the fame Fountain

of perfection;—it keeps them alive to

its importance, becaufe Prophecy (hews

that the Supreme Being has vouchfafed

through a long fucceffion of ages to pre-

pare mankind, by gradual revelations of

his will, for future bleflings ; and has

proved, by fending chofen meffengers to

ullier in this final difpenfation, that

a the teftimony of Jefus is the fpirit of

Prophecy."—It confirms the general be-

lief of a God, and points out to a care-

lefs world the plain traces of his watch-

ful providence.—It difplays the counfels

of infpiration inceiTantly directing the

courfe of events, without violating the

order of reafon and of human action.

—

Such knowledge is too wonderful for us !

fuch
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fuch power is above our comprehenfion

!

But thefafi is placed before our eyes.

—

We fee, or may fee, a regular train of

Prophecies tending towards one declared

end, accurately fulfilled and fulfilling

amidfl all the confufion and oppofition

of this tumultuous world : and we fee

that thefe Prophecies are clear, both in

prediction and accomplishment, in pro-

portion to their importance in fixing our

belief in the providence of God, and in

the great truths of divine Revelation.

—

Thus it appears, that the chief defign of

Prophecy is to bear conftant witnefs to

religious truth.—" To convince gain-

fayers of this truth," is juflly confidered

as its principal ufe. But it has another

very important object, to which it well

becomes us to pay attention, from mo-
tives of gratitude, as well as from fear of

incurring the blame, which Scripture in-

variably imputes to thofe who negle<Sfc

to take advantage of the light afforded

them.—It is defigncd to protect be-

lievers
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lievers in the word of God from the

dangers arifing from the prevalent cor-

ruptions, errors, and vices of the age in

which they live.—The due confideration

of Prophecy will adminifter confolation

amidft prefent diftrefs, and enliven faith

and elevate hope, whilft pafling through

thole dark deprefling fcenes, which, with-

out this gracious aid, might lead through

the intricacies of doubt to the gloom of

defpair.

That Prophecy was intended to be a

particular guard to the Church in thefe

latter days, as well as a general light to

the world, we have, I think, abundant

evidence : but as this view of the fubjedfc

relates more particularly to the Second

Part of this work, I (hall only now ob-

ferve, that we have the authority of our

Lord himfelf to confider it as a duty to

fludy the Prophecies, with a view to

prefent and to future times, as well as

for the purpofe of confirming our faith

by
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by a retrofpect of the pad.—Our Sa-

viour reproved his Difciples and the Jews

for " not difcerning the figns of the

times" then prefent—commanded them

to " fearch the Scriptures" for informa-

tion concerning them, and to " watch"

for the events which fhould fulfil the

divine predictions.—Fie guarded his

difciples from fharing in the impending

diftrefTes of their country, by exprefs de-

clarations concerning the time and nature

of that day of vengeance, which they

fully underftood, and therefore avoided

the danger—and he directed St. John to

warn all fucceeding generations of the

trials to which his Church was to be

iubje&ed in the different ages of the

world.

This Chapter has run to a greater

length than could have been willied :

but it is hoped, that the importance of

its object will be a fufficient justifica-

tion -, and I mall conclude it with re-

minding
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minding the reader, that the Prophe-

cies, which will come under our confi-

deration, are of that kind which may be

called direEl.-—They relate immediately

to particular perfons, events, or revolu-

tions; and cannot, without the mofl evi-

dent perverfion of meaning, be under-

ftood in any other fenfe, or be explained

in any other manner, than what is appli-

cable to thofe events, perfons, and revo-

lutions, to which they have been con-^

Handy referred for their flrfl and fecpn-

dary accompliihment.

FIRST
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FIRST CLASS OF THE PROPHECIES,

WHICH FORM THE SUBJECT OF
THIS WORK.

PROPHECIES WHICH HAVE BEEN
FULFILLED. DOWN TO THE SUB-

VERSION OF THE JEWISH GO-

VERNMENT.

I. The Promife made to Adam,—con-

fldered as a Prophecy ofgeneral falvation

by the Mefiiah, the Saviour of the world.

II. The Promife to Abraham of a nu-

merous poflerity from his fon Ifaac, who
were to become' a great nation, diftin-

guifhed from the reft of the world by

their religious polity, and to be the ap-

pointed guardians of the promifes of

God, till the appearance of the Mefiiah ;

who was to be born of the race of Ifaac,

and in whom all the nations of the earth

were to be blefled.

III. The
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IIL The Promife of another Lawgiver

made at the eflablifliment of the particu-

lar difpenfation of the Law by Moles -

y
—

confidered as a renewal of the promife of

general falvation.

IV. The Promifes and Threats made

by Mofes to the Ifraelites, in cafe of

obedience or difobedience to the divine

Law,—confidered as proving the con-

flant fuperintending care of God over a

people feparated from the reft of the

world, for the exprefs purpofe of preferv-

ing the knowledge of himfelf, and of his

gracious intentions towards mankind.

V. The appointment of Cyrus to be

the deliverer of the Jews, and the refliorer

of the Temple and City,—confidered as

defigned to prove, that the captivity of

the Jews was by the efpecial direction of

the Almighty— intended as a punifh-

ment for their idolatry, to continue only

for a definite term of years ; as they

were deflined to preferve the promifes,

d 2 and
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and remain as a feparate nation in their

own land, till the coming of the Meffiah.

VI. The deflrucYion and defolate flate

of Babylon, compared with the denun-

ciation of the Prophets during the time

ofits greateft fplendor—confidered as an

awful example of the judgments of God
upon the enemies of his people.

VII. The Promife of John the Baptift,

the meffenger or forerunner of the Mef-

fiah, given 400 years before his birth,

being the lafb prediction of the lafl of

the feries of Prophets under the Mofaic

difpenfation.

VIII. The precife time fixed for the

accomplifhment of the promife of the

Meffiah predicted by Daniel 537 years

before his birth, fo very diftinctly as to

awaken a general expectation of his ar-

rival, not only among the Jews, but all

over the Eaft, where a tradition prevailed

relative to the appearance of fome great

perfonage,
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peribnage, about the time of the advent

of our Lord.

IX. The prophetic defcription of the

Birth, Character, Million, Sufferings,

Death, Refurrection, and Afcenfion of

the Mefliah, compared with his Hiflory,

written by the Evangelifts after his Af-

cenfion into heaven.

X. The definition of the City and

Temple of Jerufalem,—the difperfion of

the Jewifh people,—the total fubverfion

of the Jewiib government, religious and

civil, foretold by Chrift as to happen

immediately after the eflablifhment of

the Christian religion, and having hap-

pened exactly according to his predic-

tion—confidered as the confequence of

their rejection of the Lawgiver, promifed

by Mofes, and therefore as proving him

to be the promifed Meffiah expected by

the Jews \—And the publication of the

Gofpel to the Gentiles previous to the

d 3 deflruc-
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defT.ruct.ion of the Jewilh polity, confi-

dered as proving Jefus to be the Medi-

an, " in whom all the nations of the earth

were to be blefTed."

SECOND CLASS.

PROPHECIES RELATING TO THE REIGN
OF ANTICHRIST, AND THE REIGN
AND FINAL TRIUMPH OF THE MES-

SIAH.

I, Prophecies concerning the efia*»

blifhment of the Papal Power, or Pope-

ry,—confidered as the fcourge of the

Weftern Churches, in confequence of

the corruptions of the Religion of Chrifl,

-—and as one branch of AntichrifL

II. Prophecies concerning the eflablifti-

ment of the Mahometan Power, orMahb-

metanifm,—confidered as the fcourge of

the Eaftern Churches in confequence of

the corruptions of the Religion of Chrift,

-—and as another branch of Antichrifh.

III. Pro-
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III. Prophecies concerning Infidelity,

—confidered as particularly prevalent in

the laft and prefent centuries,—as a third

branch of Antichrift, and as a riling

power which has already made great

progrefs in its work, as the fcourge of

Popery, or the Church of Rome, has

efTec"led a confiderable change among the

followers of Mahomet, and has enticed a

multitude of Proteftants to enlifl under

its banners.

IV. Prophecies concerning the general

difTufion of the Gofpel—the converfion

of the Jews—the final triumph of our

Lord, and the univerfal happinefs of his

glorious reign,—confidered as the accom-

pli fliment of the original Promife made

to Adam,—as the ultimate meaning of

the prophetic defcriptions of the king-

dom of the Mefliah, and as tending to

reconcile the different opinions of Jews

and Chriftians upon this fubjecL

d 4 CLASS
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CLASS L

CHAPTER THE FIRST.

tfite Promife made to Adam after the Fall—
conjidered as a Prophecy of general Sal-

vation by the Mejfiah> the Redeemer of

the World.

As it is the fafhion of the prefent day,

to queftion the truth of the narrative of

which this Prophecy forms a part, I mud
entreat the reader to place the weight of

hifloric evidence againft the force of

ridicule, before he thinks himfelf at li-

berty to reject it as falfe.—Without any

reference to the authority of infpiration

for fupport, he will find the teftimony

of all antiquity more than a balance for

the cavils of modern fcepticifm. If it

were
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were within the limits of this work, it

would be eafy to prove, that the earlieft

annals of the remote!! ages—the various

fyftems of theology among the mofh an-

tient nations—the voice of tradition,

and the writings of philolbphy, confirm

the Mofaic hiftory of the fall of man, the

antiquity of facrifices, the flood, and the

general difperfion of mankind, beyond

the poiTibility of doubt.—And if the

truth of this narrative can be thus efta-

blifhed by an impartial examination of

fuch unconnected evidence, it can fcarce-

ly remain a queftion in the mind of any

one, who confiders the impojjibility that

Mofes mould obtain the knowledge of

thefe facts* by any human means, and

their fingular agreement with the prin-

ciples of the Chriftian religion—whether

this narrative was written by infpira-

tion ?— I may therefore confider the Di-

vine authority of this narration, as land-

ing firm upon a mafs of external and in-

ternal evidence, the combined ftrength

r> < of
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of which has never yet been fhakerij

whatever may be the afTertions of igno-

rance and enmity, or however plaufibly

the mifreprefentations offome of the parts

may feem to contradict its claim to our

belief.

Notwithstanding the obfeurity which

hangs over thefe firft pages of the Mofaic

hiftory, the great truths, which it con-

cerns us to know, are clearly difcernible.

We may plainly fee, that God had re-

vealed himfelf to Adam by actual com-

munications, previous to the forfeiture

of his happinefs. The bleffing pro-

nounced, " Be fruitful, and multiply,

and replenifh the earth, and fubdue

it
a"—the authority given, " Have do-

minion over the fifh of the fea, and the

fowl of the air, and over every thing

that moveth upon the earth"—the Jin-

gle prohibition, " Of every tree in the

garden thou mayeft freely eat j but of

a Cenefis ch. ii.

the
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the tree of the knowledge of good and

evil thou fhalt not eat of it"—and the

awful denunciation of punifhment in

cafe of difobedience, " In the day that

thou eateft, thou fhalt furely die," fuf-

ficiently prove, that Adam was clearly

informed of the exiflence of God, from

whom himfelf and all things had re-

ceived their being, and to whom him-

felf and all things were confequently

fubjecl: ; and thus was furnifhed with

the bed guide and fupport to reafon,

and the ftrongeft defence againft the

power of temptation.

This important truth, which is con-

firmed by the whole tenor of Scripture,

and of early hiflory, at once vindicates

the juftice and goodnefs of God, and dis-

plays the heinous nature of man's tranf-

greflion. It teaches us to confider the

declared will of God, as the moil folid

foundation of moral virtue -

9 for if, in his

original ftate of innocence and perfec-

d 6 tioiv,

/
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tion, man was not trufled to the dictates

or deductions of his reafon, it furely

looks like extreme folly to buiid in this

our fallen ftate upon the weak, uncer-

tain ground of general expediency.—And
when we are allured, that God mani-

feiled himfelf as God to the firft of the

human race, before guilt had corrupted

his nature, and perverted his reafon; we

may aflert, that this original Revela-

tion of God to man, of his own exift-

ence, and of the relation, in which man
(lands to God, is alfo the foundation of

all religion.—By thus deriving our know-

ledge of the Deity immediately from the

Deity himfelf—not only through the

medium of .his works, of which men
know fo little, and judge fo ill—and

tracing our knowledge of the divine

will through a feries of confident pro-

phecies, and inftruclions, and records

;

Faith, Reafon, and Hiftory will unite to

form that <f triple cord, which (hall

never be broken" from the anchor of

our
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our Chriftian hope.—But I proceed to

obferve, that Adam confeffed both his

knowledge of the voice of God, when the

confciouinefs of guilt made him try to

avoid his prefence, and his fear of the

puniihrnent, which had been previoujly

threatened, when he faid, " I heard thy

voice in the garden, and I was afraid."

The intercourfe therefore, which God
had vouchfafed to hold with Adam in

his flate of innocence, and the change,

which he experienced in himfelf on

tranigrefling the command, enabled him

to judge perfectly of the Divine autho-

rity of that gracious promife of final

Redemption, which began the wonderful

fcheme of Prophecy, and founded the

hope of immortality upon the bafis of

Revelation.

" And the Lord Godfaid unto theferpent,

Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art curfed

above all cattie^ and above every beaft of

the
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the field. And I will put enmity between

thee and the woman, and between thv feed

and her feed : it (hall bruife thy head, and

thou Jl)alt bruife his heel h ."—

The language of this Prophecy is me-

taphorical 5 but the metaphors ufed in it

are by no means of uncertain figniflca-

tion c
.—Taking the whole account of

the fall, as it Hands recorded in Scrip-

ture, it is clear that Satan, or the Evil

Spirit, who affumed the form of a fer-

pent, d was the original caufe of all the

guilt

h Genefis iii. 14, 15.

c Sherlock on the Prophecies, Dif. III.

d St. Paul declares it was the purpofe of the

Gofpel of Chrift " to open their eyes, and to turn

them from darknefs to light, and from the power

Satan unto God." A£ts xxvi. 18. and in his Epiftle

to the Romans, xvi. 20. he refers to the promife

made to Adam, "And the God of peace mail bruife

Satan under your feet fhortly." The fame Apoftle,

2, Corinth, xi. 14. favours the interpretation of Pa-

trick (fee his commentary on the third chapter of

Genefis,
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guilt and mifery of man. " And the

woman faid, The ferpent beguiled me,

and I did eat." Immediately, therefore, B. C.

does the juftice of God pronounce his
4°°4-

doom. The feed of the woman, whom he

had tempted to difobedience, was to be

inftrumental in executing his punifhment

—a punifhment far more fevere than

that, which difobedience had brought

upon mankind.—" Becaufe thou haft done

this,—/ will put enmity between thee and

the woman, and between thy feed and her

feed: it fhall bruife thy head, and thou

fhalt bruife his heel.'
1—Thus, " in the

mid ft of wrath remembering mercy,
,,

God was pieafed to communicate to our

nrft parents, in the fentence pronounced

upon their enemy, fuch a promiie as

would mitigate the impending horrors

Genefis, proving the word farapb to mean both a

ferpent and an angel), " And no marvel, for Satan

himielf is transformed into an angel of light"

—

Eve might be thus " beguiled" by him, who was

" a liar from the beginning."

of

/
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of their own.—When they heard that

the fuccefs of their adverfary was not a

complete victory over themfelves, or

their pofterity ; but that although there

was to be a conteft for fuperiority, their

pofterity mould finally prevail, fome

hope of reftoration to the loft favour of

their Creator mufl have penetrated the

gloom of defpair.—They had exchanged

happinefs, innocence, and life, for pain

and forrow, fin and death. But this

Prophecy, while it opened the profpect

of deliverance from " the power of Satan,

and of fin," encouraged them to place

their truft and confidence in God, who
could alone effect it—it was at once an

earneft of pardon, and a motive for ex-

ertion in their appointed warfare—it

was the foundation of hope and grati-

tude—the incentive to penitence and

obedience.

Thus the light of Prophecy was pro-

portioned to the wants of our firffc pa-

rents,
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rents, and was tranfmitted by them to

their children, as a facred treafure of

confolation amidfl the miferies, which

their fin had entailed upon them, and as

a fecurity for the maintenance of reli-

gion, on which their future happinefs

depended.—By what methods God in-

tended to effect this wonderful reflora-

tion to his favour, he did not at that

time reveal
e
. This was the fubject of

fubfequent

• Eve feems to have expe&ed her firft-born fon

would be the promifedfeed—the Redeemerfrom death,

and the Rcflorer cf happinefs—the MeJJtah. She

called him Cain—fignifying acquifition, faying, " I

have gotten a man from the Lord," according to

his prornife. No reafon is given for the name of

Abel, becaufe his parents did not place in him

their hope of the promifed feed, as they did in

their firft-born Cain ; but to the fon born after the

death of Abel, and the rejection and banifhment of

Cain, Eve gave the name of Seth, ti.gx\\(y'mgappoi?ited$

as me confidered this fon as fuhjiituted by God, to

be the feed himfelf, or the feed from whom the

promifed Saviour of the world mould come ; for,

whether the promifewas to be fulfilled immediately,

or
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fubfequent Prophecies, delivered with

progreffive clearnefs, and more circum-

ftantial

or at a remote diftance of time, they were not in-

formed by the Prophecy,- nor was this declared for

many fucceeding generations. Lamech called the

name of his fon Noah, which fignifies reft, or re~

frejhment after foil, or comfort; " Becaufe," faid he,

" this fame fhall comfort us concerning our work

and toil of our hands." It is to be obferved, there

was a general curfe upon the earth for the (in of

Adam, and fome have thought a particular curfe

upon fome part of it for the fin of Cain. Lamech

foretells, that in the time of this fon God would in

great meafure take them both off—that he ihould

be the reitorer of the world, after the flood pre-

dicted by Enoch (Enoch had named his fon Methu
—he dies—felah

—

xbe fending forth ofiuater, figni-

fying, ivhen he dies thefoodfhall come. See Bochart,

1. ii. c. 13.)—that he fhould give reft from con-

fufion and defolation, and that the earth mould be

bletTed to his pofterity.—Lamech therefore, with

the profpect of thefe mighty changes before him,

might look to this fon for the completion of the pro-

mife made to Adam, or he might forefee thaifrom

him the promifed deliverer mould proceed ; but

that a deliverer from the miferies, which fin had

brought
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llantial detail. This, as well as ail the

feries which followed, found its com-

pletion when the Son of God appeared
* c to deftroy the works of the Devil,'*

when " the head of the ferpent was

bruifed" by the conquefi of the powers

of darknefs, and the redemption of the

world was effected by the fufferings of

Chrift

;

brought upon the earth, was expeBed, appears very,

evident. It is perfectly conflftent with the merciful

difpenfations of God's providence, to fuppofe that

thefe early Patriarchs, who feem to have fuffered

great hardfnips from the curfe upon the ground,

were permitted to indulge the hope of a fpeedy ac-

compliihment of this promife ; God having been

pleafed to take Enoch to himfelf, about fifty-

feven years after the death of Adam, to fupport

and comfort mankind in their ftate of mortality,

with the affurance of a better life in another world.

And it is therefore probable, that Enoch was tranf-

lated in fome fuch vifible manner as Elijah after-

wards was, by a glorious appearance of the ShechU

?iah, or token of God's fpecial prefence, from whence

angels were fent to convey him up to heaven. See

Patrick's Commentary.
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Chrift ; and when He, who was in the

moft proper and eminent fenfe u the

feed of the woman," not only withftood

the temptations of Satan, but " caft out

his evil fpirits, and faw him as lightning

fall from heaven/' Thus, as the guilt of

Adam was tranfmitted to all his race,

fo was this moft antient of the Prophe-

cies, the harbinger of that atonement,

which was to be made for it " when the

fulnefs of time was come," and " God
fent into the world his Son made of a

woman;" that " as by one man's difo-

bedience many were made finners, fo

by the obedience of one many were

made righteous ;" and that " as in Adam
all die, fo in Chrift all might be made
alive."

That this commonly received inter-

pretation is undoubtedly the true and

antient interpretation of the Jewifli

Church before the coming of Chrift, is

clear from their commentaries on this

part
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part of Scripture. They referred the

fulfilment of this promife to Chrift and

to Satan, as plainly appears by the Tar-

gum of Onkelos, and the Targum of

Jerufalem f
. In the latter the para-

phrafe

f Targum is a Chaldee word, and ilgnifies a

tranflation. It is in general appropriated by the

Jews to the Chaldee paraphrafes of the Old Tefta-

ment. The firft Targum s were compofed for the

ufe of the common people, after their return from

the Eabylonilh captivity. The Targum of Onke-

los on the Pentateuch is the molt antient now re-

maining. It is rather a tranflation than a para-

phrafe. It was antiently held in fuch high repute

as to be read alternately in the fynagogues with the

facred text. Next in purity of ftyle and antiquity

is the Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzziel. It relates

to the works of the Prophets. Thefe Targums are

allowed both by Jews andChriliians to be as antient,

if not more fo, than the time of our Saviour. It is

probable, that many of the gloffes and interpreta-

tions of the more antient Verfions, that were in ufe

immediately after the Babylonifh captivity, are in-

ferred in them. Many other Prophecies, in addition

to thofe above mentioned concerning the Meliiah,

are explained in thefe Targums, exaftly as they are

by

/
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phrafe of the words addrefTed to the fer-

pent is exa&ly as follows. " It fliall

come to pafs, when the fons of the wo-

man ihall execute the commands of the

Law, then they fliall wound thee in the

head, and flay thee. But when the fons

of the woman fhall defert the commands

of the Law, thou (halt bite them in the

heel, and ftrike them in their weaknefs.

There fhall, however, be a remedy for

the fons of the woman 5 but for thee, the

ferpent, there fliall be none. It fhall

come to pafs that they fliall wound each

other in the heel, in the lad days, in the

days of Mefhah the Kings."

In the fentence, pronounced by the

by Chriftians. In addition to the fervice which

they render fo evidently to the Chriftian caufe,

they are of great uie, as they contribute to eita-

blilh the genuinenefs of the Hebrew text. This

fubjecl: is treated at large by Prideaux, vol. ii.

p. 413, 426, &c.

g Critici Sacri, torn. i. p. 79.

God
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God of infinite juftice and mercy upon

our firft parents, we fee the groundwork

and balis of all the Prophecies. It is the

foundation of the glorious hope, in the

fulfilment of which, every defcendant of

Adam has the ftrongeft intereft. It was

the firft gracious intimation of peace and

deliverance, of redemption and happi-

nefs, given to fallen and miferable man
—the earlieft ray of " the Sun of righ-

teoufnefs" which in the laft days illu-

mined a guilty race, and fpread its light

over the world.

CLASS
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CLASS I.

CHAPTER THE SECOND.

The Promifes made to Abraham refpefting

his Pqfierity and the Mejfiah.

Y
-
w

- ABRAHAM, it is well known, was the
2083.

B. c. nioft diftinguifhed of the Patriarchs, the

*9 21 ' venerable anceflor of the Ifraelites and

Ifmaelites, or, as they are now called, of

the Jews and Arabs. His name is at

this day celebrated throughout the Eaft

;

and various writings and traditions, care-

fully preferved through the long lines of

his pofterity, confirm and illuflrate the

hiftory, which we find recorded of him

in the Old Teflament. From this hif-

tory, every part of which is interefting,

and almoft every circumftance prophe-

tic,
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tic, I have felected one of the mod fink-

ing examples of the truth of prophecy,

(till open to the eyes of man, and which

is alfo an important link in the chain of

evidence, to prove its great defign.

Abraham was the ioth in regular de-

fcent from Noah, through Shem, towhom
the divine promife of peculiar protection

and blefTing had been given, apparently

as the reward of filial piety, and in whofe

family the worihip of the true God was

preferved, amidfh the idolatry of the

other defendants of Noah a
. At the

efpecial

a Upon the remarkable prophecy concerning

Shem, Ham, and Japhet, Gen. ix. the learned Jo-

ieph Mede obferves, Book I. Dif. xlviii. " that

there never yet hath been a ion of Cham, who

hath fhaken a fceptre over the head of Japhet.

Sem hath fubdued Japhet, and Japhet hath fub-

dued Sem, but Cham never fubdued either. And
this fate was it, which made Hannibal, a child of

Canaan, cry out with the amazement of his foul,

I acknowledge the fate of Carthage." (See Livy

lib. xxvii. in fine.) In the Hebrew language Shem

e fig--
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efpecial call of the Almighty, Abraham

left his native country Ur of the Chal-

deans, in Mefopotamia, then beginning

to be infected by idolatry. And it was

in confequence of his faith in God, and

ready obedience to his commands, that

he was favoured with the promifes we

are now to confider.

As this Prophecy forms, as it were,

the grand outline of the building, the

foundation of which we have examined

in the former Chapter, I fhall endeavour

to draw it out diftinclly, for the infpec-

tion of the reader, before his attention is

called to the circumfbnces of its com-

pletion.

<c Now the Lord had laid unto Abram
[before the death of his father Terah]

Get thee out of thy country, and from

thy kindred, and from thy father's houfe,

fignifies renowned, Japhet enlarged, and Canaan

abjedt, or humbled.

unto
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unto a land that I will fhew thee : and

1 will make thee a great nation, and I

will blefs thee, and make thy name great ;

and thou Jhalt be a bleffing ; and I will

blefs them that blefs thee, and curfe him

that curfeth thee ; and in thee fhall all

the families of the earth be blefed. So

Abram departed, as the Lord had

fpoken unto him; and Abram was 75
years. old when he departed out of Ha-
ran, where Terah his father died b ."

—

Upon his firft entering Canaan, " the

Lord appeared unto Abram, and faid,

Unto thy feed will I give this land."

Some time after his return from Egypt,

whither he had been led by a famine in

the land of Canaan, with which he mull

by that time have been well acquainted,

having paifed through it from north to

fouth, " the Lord faid unto Abraham,

Lift up now thine eyes, and look from

the place where thou art [probably the

mountain on the eafl of Bc.hel> where

b Genefis xii. t—3.

e 2 he
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he had pitched his tent, before he went

into Egypt, and had built an altar unto

the Lord] northward, and ibuthward,

and eaftward, and weftward : for all the

land which thou feeft, to thee will 1 give

it> and unto thy feed for ever. And I will

make thy feed as the dufl of the earth

;

fo that if a man can number the dufl of

the earthy then fhall thy feed alfo be num-

bered. Arife, walk through the land,

in the length of it, and in the breadth

of it [fearlefs of danger from its inha-

bitants] : for I will give it unto thee c."

—-Thefe promifes were repeated after

the victory obtained by Abraham over

the Kings, and his refufal of the fpoil

offered him by " Melchifedeck the King

of Salem, and Prieft of the mofl high

God." The time of the captivity in

Egypt was exactly predicted •, the limits

of the land they were afterwards- to pof-

fefs, were exactly determined ; and the

nations they were to deftroy, were enu~

c Genefis xiii. 14— 1 jr.

merated.
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merated. Know of a furety, that thy

feed Jhall he a ftranger in a land that is

not their' s, and Jhall ferve them ; and

they Jloall afflicl them 400 years : and alfo

that nation, zvhom they Jhall ferve, will I

judge, and afterward Jhall they come out

with great fabfance. And thou (halt go

to thy fathers in peace ; thou fhalt be

buried in a good old age. But in the

fourth generation they fhall come hither

again : for the iniquity of the Amorites is

not yet full.

.

. . Unto thy feed will I give this

landyfrom the river ofEgypt unto the great

river, the river Euphrates. The Kenites>

and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites,

and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and

the Rephaims, and the Amorites, and the

Canaanites, and the Girgafhites, and the

Jebufites
6
-. Abraham had as yet no Ton

to inherit thefe promifes , but his faith in

the word of God remained unfhaken.

When he was 99 years old [13 years after

the birth of Ifhmael] "the Lord appeared

d Genefis xv. 13—21.

e 3 again
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again unto him., and faid unto him : I am
the Almighty God : walk before me, and

be thou perfect. And I will make my co-

venant between me and thee, and will

multiply thee exceedingly 6
.... Behold, my

covenant is with thee, and thou /halt be

a father of many nations. Neither fhaJl

thy name any more be called Abram;
but thy name fhall be Abraham : for a

father of many nations have I made thee.

And I will make thee exceeding fruitful,

and I will make nations of thee, and

Kings fhall come out of thee. And I will

eflablifh my covenant between me and thee,

and thy feed after thee, in their genera-

tions, for an everlafting covenant, to be a

God unto thee, and to thy feed after

thee. And I will give unto thee, and

to thy feed after thee, the land wherein

thou art a ftranger, all the land of Ca-

naan, for an everlafting pofleflion, and

J will be their God Sarah thy wife

e Genefis xvii. i—-S.

fhall
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fhall bear thee a fan indeed f

; and thou

fhalt call his name Ifaac : and I will ejia-

blijh my covenant with him, for an ever-

lofting covenant, and zvith his feed after

him. And as for Ifhmael, I have heard

thee ; Behold I have bleffed him—and

zvill make him a great nation. But my

covenant will I eftablifh with Ifaac, whom
Sarah thy wife Hi all bear unto thee,

at this fet time in the next year."

And when Abraham, foon after the

birth of Ifaac, was hefitating whether he

mould comply with the requefl of Sarah,

to fend Ifhmael away, " the Lord faid

unto Abraham.. ..hearken unto her voice,

for in Ifaac fhall thy feed be called ;" ac-

f In the early part of the hiftory the facred wri-

ter informs us that " Sarah was barren, fhe had no

child"—The expreflion implies that fhe laboured

under fome natural defect. Both Abraham and

Sarah were far advanced in age, when this promiie

was given ; fothat the birth of Ifaac is reprefented

in Scripture as a miraculous event. " The Lord

viiited Sarah as he had faid....{he bore Abraham a

fon....and Abraham was one hundred years old,

when his fon Ifaac was bora." Gen. xvii. and xxi.

e 4 company ing
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companying this command with an af-

furance of protection and blefling to his

ion Ifhmael.—When it had pleafed God
to afford Abraham an opportunity of ex-

hibiting the mofl eminent example of faith

and obediencewe can imagine in thepower

of man&, thefe promifes were renewed with

yet greater folemnity, and more ftriking

marks of approbation and favour. " By
myielf have I fworn, faith the Lord ; for

becaufe thou haft done this thing, and

hail not withheld thy fon, thine only

ion , that in blefling I will blefs thee, and

in multiplying I will multiply thy feed

as the ftars of the heaven, and as the

fand which is upon the fea-fhore , and

thy feed fhall pofTefs the gate of his ene-

mies. And in thy feed Jhall all the nations

of the earth be bleffed \ becaufe thou haft

obeyed my voice h ."

s Abraham's trial may be fuppofed to be pro-

phetic, even in the words, " God will provide for

himfelf a victim." Our Lord declares, " Abraham

rejoiced to fee my day, and he law it, and was glad."

John viii. 36.

h Genefis xxii. 16— 18.

Little
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Little need be faid in explanation of

this prophecy A numerous pofterity

to Abraham—a reparation of the defen-

dants of Ifaac from the reft of the world

—a prefervation of the worfliip of the true

God among this felected people—pecu-

liar protection, direction, and bleffing to

be vouchfafed to them from " their God'''

for ever, and the glorious privilege of

giving birth to the Saviour of the world,

are clearly predicted.—Thefe promifes

were renewed to Ifaac after the death of

Abraham, and to Jacob after he had

obtained the bleffing from his father

Ifaac, to which his brother Efau's un-

worthy resignation of his birth-right had

given him a claim ; and they were cer-

tainly underftood by thefe Patriarchs, as

confirming the tradition they had re-

ceived from their fathers, of the reftora-

tion of univerfal happinefs, at fome fu-

ture period.

We are now to look for the fulfilment

e 5 of
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of this comprehenfive Prophecy.—And
here we may venture to appeal to every

one at all acquainted with the fubfe-

quent hiflory of the children of Abra-

ham, whether his mind has not already

recognized that hiflory in thefe predic-

tions ? The value of fuch involuntary

teflimony to the truth and exactnefs of

Prophecy is obvious ; and if it be farther

obferved, that every fucceeding predic-

tion has its place in filling up this won-

derful fketch of the Divine defign, the

flrength, the harmony, and beauty of

the whole, muft irrefiflibly convince us,

that it is the work of God.

In the hi {lories of the Arabs, and of

the Jews, we find ample proof in every

age, that the promife of a numerous pof-

terity to Abraham, has been moft won-

derfully fulfilled.

As mofl fatisfa&ory evidence con-

cerning the IJhmaelitiJh race of his de-

fcendants,
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fcendants, I fhall cite a very extraordi-

nary paffage from an Hiftorian, whofe

enmity to the caufe of religion has

led him to afTert in one fentence, what

the power of truth obliged him to ab-

folutely deny in the next. His concef-

fions as to faffs, anxioufly as he endea-

vours to ward off their effect upon every

candid mind, by the fuppofition of caufes

wholly inadequate to account for them,

furHciently eflablifh the multitude, the

antiquity, and the character of this literally

lingular people—their uninterrupted inde-

pendence, and their unchanging manners.

And thus the truth and accuracy of this

defcriptive Prophecy 1
is confirmed by

the involuntary teflimony of one of the

moil artful opponents to the truth of

Revelation.

The doubt he has expreifed relative

to their origin is undeferving notice,

as unfupported by argument or autho-

1 Genefis xii. 16.

e 6 rity :
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rity : but the reader who is inclined to-

examine this point, and to enter more

fully into the fubject of this Prophecy,

will find it clearly and concifely ftated

by many writers, and particularly by Bi-

fhop Newton.

k u The perpetual independence of the

Arabs has been the theme of praife

among ftrangers and natives ; and the

arts of controverfy transform this fingular

event into a prophecy and a miracle, in

favor of the poilerity of Ifmael. Some

exceptions, that can neither be difTem-

bled nor eluded, render this mode of

reafoning as indifcreet as it is fuperflu-

ous : the kingdom of Yemen has been

fuccemvely fubdued by the Abyffinians,,

the Perfians, the Sultans of Egypt \ and

k Gibbon's Roman Hiftory, vol. v. chap. 50. p.

178—194.
1 " It was fubdued A. D. 1173, by a brother of

the great Saladin, who founded a dynafty of Curds

or Ayoubites. See Guigne's Hift. des Huns, Tom. i.

p. 425. D'Herbelot, p. 477."

the
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the Turks 1": the holy cities of Mecca

and Medina have repeatedly bowed un-

der a Scythian tyrant ; and the Roman
province of Arabia" embraced the pecu-

liar

m " By the lieutenant of Solyman I. A. D. 1538,

and Selim II. 1^68. See Cantemir's Hift. of the

Othman Empire, p. 201—221. The Pafha who

refided at Saana commanded 21 beys, but no re-

venue was ever remitted to the Porte, and the Turks

were expelled about the year 16^0. Niebuhr, p.

167, 168."

n " Of the Roman province under the name of

Arabia, and the third Paleftine, the principal cities

were Boftra and Petra, which dated their era from

the year 105, when they were fubdued by Palma,

a lieutenant of Trajan. Dion Caffius, 1. 68. Petra

was the capital of the Nabathseans 5 whofe name

is derived from the eldeft of the fons of Ifmael-,

(Genef. xxv. 12. &c. with the Commentaries of Je-

rom, Le Clerc, and Calmet.) Juftinian relinquished

a palm country of ten days journey to the fouth of

JElah (Procop. de BelL Perfic. 1. i. c. 19.)? an<4 tne

Romans maintained a centurion and a cuitom-houfe

(Arrian in Periplo Maris Erythraei, p. it. -in Hud-

fon torn, i.) at a place (twjkyi xapy, pagus albus

Hawara)in the territory of Medina. (D'Anville Me-

moire fur FEgypte, p., 243 .) Thefc realpojfejfions and

Jomc
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liar wildernefs, in which Ifmael and his

fons muft have pitched their tents, in

the face of their brethren.

Tet thefe exceptions are temporary and

local\ the body of the nation has efcaped the

yoke of the mojl powerful monarchies : the

arms of Sefojlris and Cyrus, of Pompey and

'Trajan, could never achieve the conqueft of

Arabia -, the prejent Sovereign of the Turks

may exercife the floadow ofjurifdiflion, but

his pride is reduced to folicit the friendfhip

of a people > whom it is dangerous to pro-

voke, and fruiiiefs to attack. The obvious

caufes of their freedom are inferibed on the

charabler and country of the Arabs. . . .Their

fpirit is free, their fteps are unconfined, the

defert is open, and the tribes and families

are held together by a mutual and voluntary

compacl. . . .The feparation ofthe Arabsfrom

the reft of mankind has accuftomed them to

fome nowal inroads of Trajan (Peripl. p. 14, i^.) are

magnified by hijlory and medals into the Roman con-

queft of Arabia ." Gibbon's Notes to the Decline

and Fall, &c.—vol. v. p. 179.

con-
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confound the ideas offranger and enemy. . .

.

They pretend, that in the divifion of the

earthy the rich and fertile climates were af-

figned to the other branches of the human

family, and that the pqfteHty of the outlaw

Ifmael might recover, by fraud or force, the

portion of inheritance, of which he had been

unjujlly deprived. According to Pliny the

Arabian tribes are equally addicted to theft

and merchandife : the caravans that traverfe

the defert are ranfomed or pillaged : and

their neighbours, Jince the remote times of

Job and Sefojlris, have been victims of their

rapaciousfpirit. . . .Whatever may be the pe-

digree of the Arabs, their language is de-

rivedfrom the original flock, with the He-

brew, the Syriac, and Chaldean tongues....

The fame hofpitality, which zvas practifed

by Abraham, and celebrated by Homer, is

fill renewed in the camps of the Arabs.

.

.

.

The religion of the Arabs as well as of the

Indians confifted in the worfhip of the

fun, the moon, and ftars. ... In a re-

mote period of antiquity, Sabianifm was

dif-
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diffufed over Afia, by the fcience of the

Chaldeans, and the arms of the Affyrians.

... .In the tradition of the creation, the de-

luge, and the patriarchs, they held ajingular

agreement zvith their Jewifh captives.-—

They appealed to the fecret books of Adam,

Seth^ and Enoch. . . .From Japan to Peru,

the ufe of facrifice has univerfally prevail-

ed .. . .The life of a man is the mofl precious

oblation

There can hardly be a doubt that facrifices

were inftituted by the direction of God himfelf. It

cannot be fuppofed that Adam or Abel would have

frefumed to kill any creature, or could fuppofe the

offering fuch a victim, or the fhedding of blood

(death being their allotted punifhment, and what

they rauft hold in abhorrence) would be acceptable

to God, unlefs fuch a facrifice had been fpecially

appointed. It is not impomble from the Apoftle's

expreffion Heb. xi. 4. " Abel's facrifice was made

acceptable by faith 3" that the defign of this infti-

tution, and the neceffity of the facrifice, which was

to redeem the world, was revealed at the fame

time ; and this conjecture is ftrengthened by the

fimilar tradition, which is proved, by the recently

difcovered Sanfcreet writings, to have exifled in the

Eaft, in India, in times coeval, if not prior, to the

time
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oblation to deprecate a public calamity .; the

altars of Phenicia and Egypt, of Rome
and Carthage, have been polluted witfy

human gore. . . .The cruel praclice was

long preferved among the Arabs. . . .In the

time of ignorance, the Arabs, like the

Jews and Egyptians, abftained from the

ufe of fwine's flefh ; they circumcifed

their children at the age of puberty p
; the

fame cujtoms, without the cenfure or the pre*

cept of the Koran, have been Jilently tranf-

mitted to their pofterity and profelytes."

The diftinguifhed pofterity of Ifaac,

the child of promife, exhibits a yet

more ftriking example of the accurate

time of Mofes. God teftified his acceptance of the

faenfice, by fire from heaven, or (as is more proba-

ble during the times of the conftant, or dated ap-

pearance of the Shechinah, or divine fplendor of

light, by which God manifefted his efpecial pre-

fence) by a ftream offlame from the vifible glory of

the Lord, which burnt up the facrifice. See Pa-

trick's Commentary upon Genefis. vol. i. c. iv.

p Ifmael was circumcifed at this age,

fu!-
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fulfilment of this Prophecy. Jacob re-

moved into Egypt with 66 perfons

:

When Mofes gave an account of the

condition of the Israelites in Egypt, he

declared, that after the death of Jo-

feph "they were fruitful, and increafed

abundantly and multiplied, and waxed

mighty, and the land was filled with

them." At their departure from Egypt

they amounted to 600,000 men able to

bear arms, exclufive of old men, women,

and children, fo that the whole num-
ber may be computed at two millions 1.

During their journey to the promifed

land, Balaam the Prophet exclaimed,

when fummoned to a High- place
r

by Ba-

lak, " to curfe him a people, who covered

the face of the earth" 39 years after

their departure from Egypt, " Who can

count the'dufl of Jacob, and the num-

3 See Patrick's Commentary.
r The High places mentioned in Scripture,

were places fet apart for religious worfhip. See

Patrick's Comment, and Prideaux's Connection.

ber
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ber of the fourth part of Ifrael f" And
JVlofes, remarking their increafe with a

reference to the promife made to Abra-

ham, faid, addreffing himfelf to the peo-

ple on a fubfequent occafion, " Behold,

you are this day as the ftars of heaven

for multitude."

When David in the pride of his heart

numbered his people, his mbjects fit

to bear arms amounted to 1,300,000

Upon the difperfion of the ten tribes

of the kingdom of Ifrael, and the cap-

tivity of the people of Judah, numerous

colonies were eftablifhed in all parts of

the Eaft, from whence multitudes came

annually to celebrate the featl of Pente-

coft at Jerufalem. In the various coun-

tries in which the Apoflles firft preach-

ed the Gofpel, they found fynagogues,

which had been for ages eftablifhed 5
.

s See Philo, Jofephus, Juftin, Tacitus, Strabo.

and Diodorus Siculus, in confirmation of thefe ac-

counts from Scripture.

The
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The vaft numbers who were flain or

taken prifoners by Titus, at the fiege of

Jerufalem, and of thofe afterwards de-

flroyed in the reigns of Trajan and A-
drian ; the horrible maffacres and per^

fecutions, to which they have been fub-

jecled in almofl every age fince their dif-

perfion ; and the numbers, which flrug-

gling with peculiar hardfhip and oppref-

fion, in all the various countries wherein

they are fcattered, are fuppofed by fome

authors to be as great as during the time

of their eflablifhment in Paleftine, at

once declare the exact agreement of his-

tory with prophecy, and the fuperintend-

ing providence of God over " the feed

of Abraham— in their generations—for

everT—The learned Bafnage, who wrote

a fequel to the hiftory of Jofephus, re-

marks, that there are grounds for com-

puting at not lefs than three millions of

people, thofe who are of Jevvifh extrac-

tion, and [as their own expreflion is] " are

wit-
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witnelies of the Unity of God in all the

nations of the world."

The conftant " reparation of the de-

fendants of Iiaac from the reft of the

world" is evident from the mod curfory

view of hiftory, and the ilighteft ac-

quaintance with the prefent ftate of the

Jews. The means by which this diftinc-

tion has been produced and preferved,

and the end for which it was appointed,

will appear in the courfe of our inquiry

;

and we mould find upon examination,

every circumftance of this diftindlion

either immediately fubfervient to this

great end, or refulting from the means

neceffary to preferve a perverfe people

from breaking down the wall of parti-

tion, which feparated them from their

idolatrous neighbours. But I muft con-

tent myfelf with afferting—what cannot

be denied—that the Jews, notwithstand-

ing the varieties of times, circumftances,

climates,
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climates, and countries, through which

they have parted in the courfe of 3288

years, have ever been, and are to this

hour, diftinctly different from every

other people upon the face of the globe,

in perfon, manners, laws, and religion.

The third point in the Prophecy, that

<c the worfhip of the true God mould

be preferved among this felected people,

"

is necefTarily connected with the fourth,

relating to " the peculiar protection, di-

rection, and bleffing, to be vouchfafed

to them from their God," and I fhall

briefly confider them together.—It is

well known, not only from Scripture, but

from the teftimonies of Jofephus, Che-

remon, Manetho, and Sanchoniathon,

that the reafon affigned by the Hebrews

to Pharoah for their requelt to go three

days journey into the wildernefs, was,

that they might worfhip the Lord their

God—the God of their fathers—That

foon
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foon after they had been refcued from

their Egyptian bondage by a feries of

miracles, Mofes eflablifhed the law
u with figns and wonders, and mighty

deeds/' which directs, even to the mi-

nuteft circumftances, their civil polity,

religious worfhip, and private conduct

;

and promifes conditional bleffings and

threatens conditional punifhments to

obedience and difobedience, which, as

we fhall find hereafter, were invaria-

bly performed—That this people drove

out the inhabitants of the land of Ca-

naan (who had then filled up the mea-

fure of their iniquities) with fignal

marks of fupernatural power, and con-

tinued there under fignal marks of fu-

pernatural protection, till their fins ex-

iled them for 70 years to Babylon

—

That there was a fucceffion of Prophets

from Moles to Malachi, who maintained

the worfhip of the true God among a

part of the nation, even when mofl ad-

dicted
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dieted to idolatry, and foretold events

near as well as remote, to prove the au-

thenticity of their million, and recall the

infatuated people to the worihip of the

Lord Jehovah—and that fince their re-

turn from the Babylonilh captivity, this

people, prone, as they had ever been be-

fore, to worfhip the Gods of the heathen,

have never once departed from the wor-

fhip of " their God" and the obfervance

of their law. Now confidering the vili-

ble tokens of the Divine pretence and

protection, with which they were fa-

voured, previous to the captivity, and

that thefe were in a great meafure with-

drawn after the building of the fecond

temple, which had neither the cloud

and glory that overfhadowed the Ark, nor

the Urim and Thummim, by which the

High Priefl received an anfwer from

God to the enquiries he was authorized

to make, and that " no Prophet arofe

in Ifrael" for 400 years, i. e. from Ma-
lachi
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lachi to John the Baptift; confidering

too, the difference of national circum-

flances, every thing in one cafe tending

to, preferve them in their own land,

apart from every other people ; and in

the other, every thing tending to mingle

them as Haves, outcafb, and traders—

with the nations who have conquered

them, and among whom they have dwelt

and mffered, fince their general difper-

iion ;—the former prevalence of idola-

try, and the latter inflexible adherence

to their law, equally contradict all our

notions of probability ariling from hu-

man experience.

Where then fhall we feek for an ex-

planation of this uniform, this wonderful

Angularity of fate and character ? It is

written in this promife, " In thy seed
SHALL ALL THE NATIONS OF THE
EARTH BE BLESSED." To this people

was affigned, as we have feen, the glo-

rious privilege of giving birth to the Sa-

f viour
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viour of the world ; and I trufl the evi-

dence, which will be produced as we

proceed in this little work, will indubi-

tably prove, that this Prophecy was clear-

ly accompliihed in the birth of Jefus of

Nazareth—the Chrift—the Son of God
—whofe name be blefTed for ever !

With refpect to the continuance of

this wonderful diftin&ion from the birth

of the Meffiah to the prefent hour, we

muft look to fucceeding Prophets for as

clear an explanation, as we can obtain

from them, relative to events, which are

not yet fulfilled. The everlafling cove-

nant, which God was pleafed to make

with Abraham and to his feed for ever, to

be their God, and to give them the land

of Canaan for an everlafling pofTeflion,

would fufficiently account for this con-

tinued feparation from the reft of the

world ; and this marked diftinclion

might be confidered as a fufficient pledge

of the future accomplishment of this

and
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and other prophecies, relative to the re-

turn of the Jews to their own land. But

we are authorized to believe, that thev

are thus preferved to be yet further in-

ftrumental to the execution of the great

defign of univerfal falvation. And thus

will this Prophecy appear to extend the

peculiar covenant with the children of

Abraham, to the final developement of

the myfteries of God, concerning the

prefent world. The confideratitfn of this

part of the fubject muft however be de-

ferred to the fecond part of this work.

CLASS
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CLASS L

CHAPTER THE THIRD.

The Promife given by Mofes of another

Lazvgiver.

Y. W. Jhe Lord thy God will raife up unto

B. C. thee a Prophet from the midjl of thee, of

I49 1 - thy brethren, like unto me-, unto him ye

fhall hearken. According to all that thou

defiredft of the Lord thy God in Horeb, in

the day of the afjembly, faying, Let me not

hear again the voice of the Lord my God
-,

neither let me fee this great fire any more,

that I die not. And the Lord Jaid unto me,

They have well [aid that which they have

fpoken. I zvill raife them up a Prophet

from among their brethren, like unto -thee

;

and will put my words in his mouth, and

he
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he Jhall /peak unto them all that I Jloall

command him. And it Jhall come to pafs,

that whofoever will not hearken unto my

words, which he Jhall /peak in my name, I

will require it of him
a

.

It is fuppofed by fome learned Chrift-

ians, and by the Rabbis of the later

ages, that Mofes in thefe words in-

tended to prefignify the whole fucceffion

of Prophets, who after him arofe among

the Jews. The antient Jewifh church

underftood the expreflions at the con-

clusion of the Book of Deuteronomy,
" And there arofe not a Prophet like

unto Mofes," as immediately referring

to the Memah. Indeed this opinion was

fo firmly eftablifhed, that we find the

learned Jofes and Akiba, two eminent

Doctors of the Law, whoflourifhed in the

reign of the Emperor Adrian, exprefsly

aflerted, " that a Prophet like unto

a Deut. xviii. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19.

f 3 Mofes,



[ I02 ]

Mofes, or one greater, muft at fome time

arife ; and that Meffiah the King will

be like unto him, or greater than he

was b." The former of thefe interpreta-

tions is not however inconfiftent with

the latter. The Prophecy may in its

firil and general fenfe point out a fuc-

ceffion of Prophets, though in its prin-

cipal and ultimate fenfe it points to the

Meffiah. But as one individual Prophet

is clearly mentioned in the original He-
brew text, and as the conftant interpre-

tation of the early Jewifh church refers

the accomplifhment of this Prophecy to

the appearance of the Meffiah, we might,

I think, reft fatisfied that this is the true

meaning of the promife, if we had no

other authority ; and the evidence in

favour^ of this interpretatioruwiil furely

appear incontrovertible, when we further

confider the particular, clofe, and link-

ing refemblance which fubfifts between

b Chandler's Defence of Chriftianity, p. 307.

Moils
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Mofes and Chrift. St. Stephen and

St. Peter declared that Jefus Chrift was

the Prophet foretold by Mofes ; and our

Lord himfelf appears to have had the

pafTage before mentioned in view, when

he faid, " If ye had believed Mofes, ye

would have believed me, for he wrote of

me.

The refemblance between Mofes and

Chrift is fo very ftrong, that it is impof-

fible to confider it fairly and carefully,

without acknowledging that he muft

be foretoldy where he is fo well de-

fcribed.

The flrft great point of refemblance

is, Mofes was a lawgiver, and the me-

diator of a covenant between God and

man : Chrift was the mediator of a bet*

ter covenant than that which was efta-

blifhed by the facrifice of bulls and

goats. The one was mortal, the other

divine -

} the one performed a mediatorial

f 4 office
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office that was temporary and tranfient
y

the other " ever liveth to make inter-

ceflion for us." Other Prophets were

only interpreters and enforcers of the

Law, and in this refpecl: were greatly in-

ferior to Mofes. This is of itfelf a fuf-

ficient proof, that a fuccefTion of Pro-

phets could not btfolely alluded to. The
perfon who was to be raifed up, could

not be like Mofes in a ftrict fenfe, un-

lets he were a legiilator—-he muft give a

law to mankind, and confequently a

more excellent law ; for if the firft had

been perfect, as the Author of the Epiftle

to the Hebrews argues, there could have

been no room for a fecond. Chrifl was

this legiflator, who gave a law more per-

fect in its nature, more extenfive in its

application, and more glorious in its

promifes and rewards.

Other Prophets had revelations in

dreams and vifions—but Mofes talked

with God face to face. Chrifl: fpake that

which
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which he had feen with the Father. Mo-
fes and Chrifl are the only peribns re-

corded in facred Hiflory, who had this

immediate communication with God. Mo-
fes delivered his people from cruel op-

preffion and heavy bondage—Chrifl from

the far worfe tyranny of Satan and fin.

Mofes contended with the magicians, and

had the advantage over them iomanifefl-

ly, that they could no longer withftand

him, but were forced to acknowledge the

divine power by which he was affifled

—

Chrifl ejected evil fpirits, and received

their acknowledgments, both of the dig-

nity of his nature and the importance of

his million.

Mofes allured the people whom he

conducted, that if they would be obe-

dient, they fhould enter into the hap-

py land of Promife, which land was

ufually underflood by the wifer Jews to

be an emblem and a figure of that eter-

nal and celeftial kingdom, to which the

f 5 Meffiah
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Meffiah was to open an entrance-^-Chrift

brought life and immortality to light,

and opened the kingdom of heaven to

all believers c
.

Mofes wrought a great variety of mi-

racles, and in this particular the parallel

is remarkable : fince belides Chrifl " there

arofe not a Prophet in Ifrael like unto

Mofes, whom the Lord knew face to

face, and all the figns and the wonders

which the Lord fent him to do," Mofes

was not only a lawgiver, a prophet, and

a worker of miracles, but a king and a

prieft. He is called king d
, and he had

indeed, though not the pomp and the

crown and the fceptre,yet the authority of

a king, and was the fupreme magiftrate :

and the office of prieft he often exer-

cifed. In all thefe offices the refem-

c Jortin's Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory,

vol. i. p. 200. Newton on the Prophecies, vol. i.

p. 156.

d Deut. xxxiii. 5,

blance
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blance between Mofes and Chrift was

ftriking and exact.

Mofes fed the people miraculoufly in

the wildernefs—Chrift with bread and

with doctrine; and the manna which

defcended from heaven, and the loaves

which Chrift multiplied, were proper

images of the fpiritual food which the

Saviour of the world beftowed upon his

difciples.

Mofes foretold the calamities that

would befal his nation for their difo-

bedience— Chrift predicted the fame

events, fixed the precife time, and en-

larged upon the previous and fubfequent

circumftances.

Mofes chofe and appointed 70 Elders

to prefide over the people—Chrift chofe

the fame number of Difciples. Mofes

fent 1 2 men to fpy out the land which

was to be conquered—Chrift fent his

F 6 12/
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1 2 Apoftles into the world, to fubdue it

by a more glorious and miraculous con-

quer!:. Mofes interceded for tranfgref-

fors, and caufed an atonement to be

made for them, and flopped the wrath

of God by lifting up the brazen ferpent

in the wilderneis—Chrift was himfelf

lifted up, and was the atonement for the

whole world,

Mofes inftituted the PafTover when a

lamb was facrificed, none of whofe bones

were to be broken, and whofe blood pro-

tected the people from deftruclion

—

Chrift was himfelf that Pafchal Lamb.
Mofes had a very wicked and perverfe ge-

neration committed to his care; and, to

enable him to rule them, miraculous

powers were given to him, and he ufed

his utmoft endeavours to make the

people obedient to God, and to fave

them from ruin; but in vain: in the

fpace of 40 years they all fell in the wil-

dernefs except two—Chrift alfo was given

to
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to a generation not lefs wicked and per-

verfe; his inftructions and his miracles

were* loft upon them ; and in about the

fame fpace of time after they had re-

jected him, they were deflroyed.

Mofes was very meek, above all the

men that were upon the face of the

earth—Chrifl was meek and lowly ; mild-

nefs, patience, and refignation were con-

fpicuous in all his actions; he fubmitted

with the mofl perfect compofure of mind

to every indignity; when he was reviled,

he anfwered not again, but refigned him-

felf to him who judgeth rightly.

The people could not enter into the

land of promife till Mofes was dead—by
the death of Chrift " the kingdom of

heaven was opened to believers/
5

In the death of Mofes and of Chrifl

there is alfo a refemblance of ibme of the

circumflances. Mofes died in one fenfe

for
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for the iniquities of his people ; it was

their rebellion, which was the occafion of

it, which drew down the difpleafure of

God upon them and upon him : " The
Lord," laid Mofes to them, " was angry

with me for your lakes, faying, Thou
fhalt not go in thither, but thou (halt

die e ." Mofes therefore went up in the

fight of the people to the top of Mount
Nebo, and there he died, when he was

in perfect vigour, "when his eye was not

dim, nor his natural force abated"

—

Chrift fufFered for the fins of men, and

was led up in the prefence of the peo-

ple to Mount Calvary, where he died

in the flower of his age, and when he

was in his full natural flrength. Nei-

ther Mofes nor Chrift, as far as we may
collect from facred Hiflory, were ever

fick or felt any bodily decay or infir-

mity, which would have rendered them

unfit for the toils they underwent. Their

fufferings were of another kind.

e Deut. i. 37.

As
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As Mofes a little before his death pro-

mifed the people that God would raife

them up a Prophet like unto him—fo

Chrift, taking leave of his afflicted Dif-

ciples, told them, " I will not leave you

comfortlefsj I will pray the Father, and

he fhall give you another Comforter."

Mofes exprefsly declares, " that it fhall

come to pafs, that whofoever will not

hearken unto my words which the Pro-

phet (hall fpeak in my name, I will re-

quire it of him." The Jews rejected

Chrift, and God rejected them. In the

whole courfe of the hiftory of the Jews

there is no inflance recorded, where, in

the cafe of difobedience to the warnings

or advice of any Prophet, fuch terrible

calamities enfued, as thofe which fol-

lowed the rejection of the Median. The
overthrow of the Jewifh empire, the de-

ftruction of fo many Jews at the (iege of

Jerufalem, the difperfion of the furviv-

ing people, and the hiftory of the Jews

down
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down to the prefent day -,—calamities

beyond meafure and beyond example

—

fulfilled the Prophecy of Mofes.

Is this fimilitude and correfpondence

in fo many particulars the effecl: of mere

chance ? Let us fearch all the records of

univerfal hiftory, and fee if we can find

a perfon who was fo like to Mofes as was

Chrift, and fo like to Chrift as was Mo-
fes. If we cannot find fuch an one, then

have we found him of whom Mofes in

the Law and the Prophets did write,

" Jefus of Nazareth, the Son of God."

The great defign of this Prophecy

feems to have been to intimate to the

Jews, that at fome future time fome

new lawgiver would arife, <f like unto

Mofes;" and confequentiy it muft ap-

pear, that his Law was not to be of per-

petual obligation, but was intended to

be fuperfeded by one that was to be of

the greatefl confequence to mankind

;

as
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as the Almighty announced its future

promulgation, even at the time when he

gave his exprefs commands to his chofen

people. The Law of Mofes was con-

fined to the children of Ifrael; the Law
of Chrifl was univerfal, defigned to illu-

minate every part of the earth, and to

fulfil the promife originally made to

Adam, and repeated to Abraham. The

promife of another Lawgiver and Pro-

phet was a continuation of the great

chain of Prophecy, intended to keep in

the view of the contemporaries of Mofes

and the fucceeding generations, the af-

furance of the coming of the Meffiaru

CLASS
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CLASS I.

CHAPTER THE FOURTH.

The Fulfilment of the conditional Promifes

and Threats pronounced by Mofes to the

Ifraelites.

Y. W. If we confider Mofes as a patriot, an

^ C* hiftorian, a philofopher, and a founder

149 1. of a ftate, independently of his character

as <c a Prophet and a Teacher fent from

God," it will be acknowledged that he

Hands unrivalled in the annals of man-

kind. Of all lawgivers he was the mod
virtuous and the mod fublime. In times

of the moft remote antiquity, when the

grofleft corruption of manners and the

moft irrational and cruel fuperftition

prevailed in all the furrounding nations,

this great Legiflator arofe to confirm

his
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his countrymen in the worfhip of the

true God, and give them a rule of con-

duel:, in which religious, moral, and

civil duties were fo intimately blended,

as to preclude any attempt to fepa-

rate them, and to which their defen-

dants have continued to adhere for

above 3200 years. His laws are tranf-

mitted perfect to the prefent age, whilfb

nothing remains of the productions of

other legislators but a few fragments

and the names of their authors. A
great part of the inhabitants of the

globe revere them, and have adopted

them in many points into their own

civil and religious inflitutions.

But it is not poffible to account for

the fuperior wifdom, the perfect con-

fiftency, and the lingular fate of the laws

of Mofes, without the acknowledgment

that he received them, by an efpecial

revelation for an efpecial purpofe, from

God himfelf, The uninterrupted at-

tachment
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tachment indeed of the Jews, and the

general veneration in which Mofes and

his laws have ever been held, have

arifen from the perfuafion, that this great

Legiflator was divinely infpired : a per-

fuafion founded upon the fublime nature

of his laws, the miracles he wrought to

eftablifh in his countrymen the belief of

their divine origin, the folemn and tre-

mendous fanclions which he propheti-

cally annexed in confirmation of their

divine authority, and the fulfilment of

the conditional promifes and threats to

which every age has fucceflively borne

witnefs. This laft circumftance may be

confidered as proving not only the divine

million of the Jewiih Lawgiver, but as

proving alfo the conftant fuperintend-

ance of God over the people he had

chofen a
, to diflinguifh by this peculiar

dif-

a " The Lord thy God hath chofen thee to be a

fpecial people unto himfelf, above all people that

are upon the face of the earth. The Lord did not

fet



[ "7 ]

difpenfation according to the promiie,

which, as we have feen, was given to

Abraham. To this point then we fliall

at prefent confine our attention.

Mofes, after he had delivered parti-

cular inflruclions relative to political and

religious duties, and had fixed the par-

ticular punifhments and rewards which

were befh calculated to fecure public or-

der and domeftic happinefs, pronounced

in the moft explicit terms to the Israel-

ites, that profperity, peace, and abun-

dance mould be the certain national re-

wards of their piety and obfervance of

the Divine commands; and that mifery

and war, attended with every public ca-

lamity and private affliction, fhould be

the certain national punifhments of their

fet his love upon you, nor choofe you, becaufe you

were more in number than any people -

} for ye were

the feweft of all people; but becaufe the Lord loved

you." Deut. vii. 6, 7, 8. See likewife i Cor. i. 27.

Tames ii. K.

dif-
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difobedience. Predictions in general do

not include fuch an alternative -, fince

they have commonly a view to one fixed

train of events, and to no other. But we

here find a twofold condition propofed,

and the event was to be determined by

the manner in which the Ifraelites mould

act—" I call heaven and earth to record

this day againfl you," faid their great

Lawgiver, " that I have fet before you

life and death, blefTing and curling;

therefore choofe life, that both thou and

thy feed may live :" The fanctions thus

annexed to the objects of choice, are pe-

culiar to the laws of Mofes. Other

Lawgivers had a view only to the im-

mediate punimment of any individual

fubjedt;—the Hebrew Legiflator goes

much farther; his declarations are ex-

tended to the future fortunes of his peo-

ple in their collective and national ca-

pacity. He marks out the precife mode
in which they were afterwards to be

happy or mlferable, and the particul

cif-
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circum fiances in which they were to be

involved in the courfe of a long feries of

ages. No legiilator, who was not in-

fpired, could poffibly have anticipated a

hiftory fo lingular, fo faithful, and fo

minutely accurate.

A fcene of wonder is here opened to

us; for in the awful declarations of this

Prophecy we read the complete account

of the mofl remarkable events in the

hiftory of the Jews. It is a recital, that

agrees exactly with their fubfequent fi-

liations, at various periods of time ex-

tremely remote from the date of the

Prophecy—a recital that has no reference

or application whatever to any other

people. No nation was fo peculiarly

circumftanced, no one wras fo diftin-

guifhed from the reft of mankind by

remarkable laws, government, cuftoms,

and character. The conclufion therefore

is obvious, that at the time when Mofes

flouriilied, he could not have the ex-

ample
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ample of any other nation before his

eyes, whofe viciffitudes of fortune fur-

nifhed any grounds for the conditions

he propcied to his countrymen. The

uncommon fate of an uncommon nation

is pronounced at a diflance of time,

when no reach of human forefight, no

calculation of chances could poffibly ex-

tend to the fucceflive and diftant events

of their hiftory.

A commentary on this Prophecy of

Mofes is the hiftory of the Jews brought

down from their eftablifhment in Ca-

naan to the prefent times. Referring to

authentic writers b for more particular

completions of its other parts, we haften,

in conformity to the confined plan of

this work, to felect fome of thole great

events, and moil finking circumflances,

h Patrick's Commentary on the Bible, vol. iii.

Parker's Commentary, vol. v. p. 551. Jackfon's

Works, vol. i. p. 92.

which
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which Teem to have prefled mofl forcibly

upon the mind of the great Lawgiver of

Ifrael, and which are iliuftrations of the

following declarations ,

BlejfedJhail be the fruit of thy body, and

thefruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy

cattle, and the increafe of thy kine, and the

flocks of thy floeep. Blejjed fliall be thy

bajhet and thy fore. And the Lord fhall

make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of

thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and

in thefruit of thy ground, in the land which

the Lord fzvare unto thy fathers to give

thee, The Lord fliall open unto thee his

good treafure, the heaven to give the rain

unto thy land in his feafun, and to ble/s all

the work of thine hand : and thou fjalt lend

unto many nations, and thou /halt not bor-

row.

If ye walk in my fatutes, and keep my

c Deut. xxviii. 4, 5, ii, 12. Levit. xxvi.3, 4, 5.

g com-
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commandments, and do them ; then 1 will

give you rain in due feafon, and the land

[hall yield her increafe, and the trees of the

fieldJhallyield theirfruit . Andyour threfh -

ing Jhall reach unto the vintage, and the

vintage fhall reach unto the fowing-time

:

and ye jhall eat your bread to thefull, and

dwell in your land fafely.

. When the Ifraelites obtained pofleffion

of the promifed land, thefe affurances

were realized; they found the foil fa-

vourable to the production of the va-

rious fruits which are common in the

Eaft, and well adapted to pafturage and

agriculture. As their numbers were

confiderable, they found it neceffary to

praclife every method by which the va-

rious fruits of the earth could be befl

cultivated, and produced in the greatefl

abundance. Their labours were crowned

with fuccefs. Such was the plenty of

corn in one period of their hiflory, that

they were not only furnifhed with a fuf-

ficient
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ficient quantity for their own confump-

tion, but were enabled to fupply the

Tyrians with it. The woods and aro-

matic plants were favourable to the in-

creafe of bees, and olives thrived in the

dry parts of Judea; and hence they

were well fupplied with honey and oil.

The fides of the mountains and rocks

were covered with vines. The gardens

produced melons, gourds, cucumbers,

and figs, which were at that time, and

now continue to be, the favourite fruits

of the natives of that warm climate.

The palm-trees that grew around the

green paftures of Jericho, yielded a con-

fiderable profit; and the baliam of Gi-

lead, the moft valuable fhrub of the

kind, was famous for its delicious fra-

grance, and medical ufes.

The cultivation of the foil was fa-

voured by the peculiar nature of the in-

ftitutions of Mofes. To each Ifraelite

was allotted his portion of arable land,

g 2 at
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at the time of the firft fettlement under

Jofhua. And to each diftrict were af-

figned common paftures for the fupport

of their numerous flocks and herds. The
exprefs laws of the Jubilee revoked all

alienations of eftates every fifty years.

Every inhabitant was therefore confined

to his patrimony, and laboured to im-

prove it with the greatefl diligence. In

the reign of David the Jews were nearly

upon an equality with refpect to the

pofTeffion of land. If, by the increafe

of a family, it was neceffary to divide an

eftate into (hares, the fmallnefs of each

of them was compenfated by breeding

large flocks of cattle in the common
paftures.

Thus were opened to the children of

Ifrael the peculiar fources of affluence

promifed in their laws. They were not

taught to expect gold, filver, or the be-

nefits of commerce. What they were

promifed they received in abundance $

—the
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*—the luxuriant produce of fruits and ve-

getables, of fheep and oxen, of the olive

grounds and the paftures, of the harveft

and the vintage d
.

This reprefentation of the improved

ftate of Judea in its moft flourifhing

time, is collected partly from the Bible

itfelf, and partly from the works of

Strabo, Jofephus, Hecatasus and Ta-

citus, who pofTeiled the bed means of

accurate information, and fully confirm

the accounts of the facred writers
6
.

And

d Some medals are ftill remaining as old as the

time of the Maccabees, upon which are to be feen

ears of corn and meafures, to fhow the fertility of

the country, and the honour in which agriculture

was held. Hiftory of the Ifraelites, by Fleury,

p. 42, 221, &c. 1 Maccab. xiv. 8, &c.—Jofephus

fays, that in his time the country round Jerufalem

was well planted, and interfperfed with gardens for

more than eleven miles round the city. New-
combe on the Conduct of our Lord, p. 227.

Deut. xxviii. 1. 7. 12. 8, 9, 10.

e Jofephus contra Apion. lib. 1. fe£t. 22. Ta-

g 3 citj.



L 126 ]

And it Jhall come to pafs, if thou Jhall

hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord

thy God, to obferve and to do all his com-

mandments which I command thee this day,

that the Lord thy God will Jet thee on high

above all the nations of the earth, The

Lord fhall caufe thine enemies that rife up

againfl thee to be fmitten before thy face :

they fhall come out againfl thee one way, and

flee before theefeven ways. The Lordfhall

open unto thee his good treafure, the heaven

to give the rain unto thy land in his feafon,

and to blefs all the work of thine hand : and

thou fhalt lend unto many nations, and thou

fhalt not borrow. The Lord fhall command

the blefjing upon thee in thy ftore'-houfes, and

in all that thou fett eft thine hand unto: and

he fhall blefs thee in the land which the

Lord thy God giveth thee. The Lordfhall

eftablifh thee an holy pevple unto himfelf as

he hath fzvom unto thee, if thou fhalt keep

citi Hift. lib. 5. Newton on the Prophecies,

vol. i. p. 22S, &c Strabo, p. 763, 749. Edit. Paris,

1.620.

the
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the commandments of the Lord thy God,

and walk in his ways. And all people of

the earthfhallfee that thou art called by the

name of the Lord, and theyfhall be afraid
.

of thee.

For the fulfilment of thefe promifes

we may look to many of the mofl in-

terefting parts of the Old Teftament.

The time of the government of the firft B. C.

Judges was remarkable for the happinefs
129 '

of the Jewifh people. The promifes

made in the wiidernefs relative to the

rains, the harvefts, the fabbath-day, and

the feventh year of reft to the land, were

then fulfilled : whilft the people, im-

prefTed with the novelty of thefe efpecial

blefiings of divine Providence, walked

with little interruption in the command-

ments of their God. The reigns both of

David and Solomon were difiinguifhed

by much profperity and happinefs. The
government was then firmly eftablifhed,

the Jews were victorious over their ene-

g 4 mies,
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mies, enjoyed a long continuation of

peace, and great temporal comforts at-

tended their obedience to the divine

commands. The building of the Tem-
ple was a fignal indication of the piety of

its founder, and the favour of the Al-

mighty. The fubjecls of Solomon lived

1014. in fecurity, reaping the fruits of plenty

and opulence, and every one repofed

under his own vine, and his own fig-

tree : this was the moft fplendid era of

Jewifh glory. The riches and magni-

ficence of the court of Solomon were m>
perior to thofe of all the kings of the

earth. His renown was extended to

diftant countries ;
" His name went far

unto the iflands, and for his peace he

was beloved f." He was celebrated, and

ftill continues to be fo, among the inha-

bitants of the Eafl, for his power, his

wifdom, his extenfive territories, and his

*

f
1 Kings iv. 5, 6, kc. Ecclus. xlvii. 16. Univ.

Hift. vol. i. p. 802. Calmet's Didl. Art. Solomon.

flip-
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fuppofed control over evil fpirits and the

elements. They ftill give his name, as a

title of the higheft honour, to their mod
powerful fovereigns; and they believe

that this illuftrious monarch of IfracI

pofTefTed an univerfal empire.

The reign of Jehofhaphat g
, who was

remarkable for his zealous attachment to

the religion of his anceflors, was like-

wife attended with various bleflings. He-
zekiah h

, preferved in a wonderful manner

from the invafion of the Affyrians, and

under fuch circumftances as had a pe-

culiar reference to a deliverance from

dangers foretold by Mofes, united with

his people in the obfervance of the

Divine commands with the mod fervent

devotion. During this aufpicious pe-

riod the Jews enjoyed the feflivity and

! 2 Chron. xvii.

h 2 Kings xviii, xix. Ifaiah xxxvi, xxxvii.

G 5 the
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the grateful repofe of the fabbatical and

jubilee years 1
.

Jofiah,

1 The fabbatical year was celebrated every fe-

venth year, when the land was left without cul-

ture. At that time tlaves were fet at liberty, debts

were remitted, and every one regained the inhe-

ritance that had been alienated. Its obfervance

was appointed by God to preferve the remembrance

of the creation of the world, to enforce the ac-

knowledgment of his fovereign authority over all

things, and particularly over the land of Canaan,

which he had given to the Hebrews by delivering

up the fruits of their fields to the poor and the

ftranger. Exod. xxiii. 10. Levit. xxv. 2, 3, 8cc.

Calmet, vol. ii. p. 569.

The jubilee year was the fiftieth year which hap-

pened after feven weeks of years, or feven times

feven years. Levit. xxv. 10. The proclamation of

this happy feafon was made by the priefts and

people, who reforted to the Temple in a grand pro-

ceflion, attended with every circumftance of pomp
and feftivity. Its commencement was celebrated

with the greateft demonftrations of joy. Several

privileges belonged to this, which did not belong

to
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Jofiah, emphatically fryled the good,

by his profound humility and exemplary
piety,

to the fabbatical year, and the latter had likewife

feme fmall advantages over the former. The fab-

batical year annulled debts, which the jubilee did

not j but the jubilee reftored Haves" to their liberty,

and lands to their origin-! owners : betides, a refti-

tution of lands was rr:. r ^mediately upon the

beginning of the jubilee—whereas in the fabbatical

year, the debts were not dilcharged till the end ot

the year. The eftates which had been purchafed,

or given, were returned to their old matters ; thofe

which came by right of fucceffion, continued with

thofe who enjoyed them ; contracts of fale, wherein

a certain number of years was expreffed, fubfifted

during all thofe years, notwithstanding the approach

of the jubilee. But it annulled ablblute and unli-

mited contracts. It was the principal defign of its

inftitution, to prevent the deftruction of the par-

tition of lands, that was made by Jofhua, and the

confufion of tribes and families. After the Baby-

lonim captivityTthefe points could no longer be at-

tended to—many who returned into their native

country, fettled as they could; and a number of

families, perhaps whole tribes, continued in the

place of their captivity. Archbifhop Ufher places

the firft jubilee obferved after the promulgation of

g 6 the
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piety, fufpended through a reign of more

than 30 years, the evils that were ho-

vering over his idolatrous fubjec"h
k

. It is

exprefsly mentioned in this period of the

Jewifli hiftory, that they were deftined

to fuffer the calamities denounced in

their laws, againfl their departure from

the worfhip of Jehovah.

The unhappy times of the Babylonifh

captivity were fucceeded by that auf-

picious epoch of Jewifh happinefs, when

B ^ Cyrus, the mofh renowned monarch 1 of

$$6. the Eaft, permitted the Jews to return

from captivity, in order to rebuild their

City and Temple. The lively pictures,

which the Prophets Ifaiah and Ezekielm

had previously drawn of the happy days

that fhould fucceed the captivity, were

the Law, Y. W. 2609. B. C. 1595. Calraet,

vol. i. p. 888.

k 2 Kings xxii, xxiii.—2 Chron. xxxiv, xxxv.

1 Ezra i, ii, &c.

™ Ifaiah xliv. 28. Ezek. xxxvi. 10, &c.

realized

;
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realized ; and the people returning to

their own country, enjoyed the bleffings

of liberty and affluence. " The men
were multiplied, the cities were inha-

bited, and the waftes were builded ; and

man and beaft were multiplied, and they

were fettled after their old eftates. The
defolate land was tilled, and the ruined

cities were inhabited 5 and the Heathen

knew that God was the Lord."

In a fubfequent period Ptolemy Phi- B. C,

ladelphus, king of Egypt, eftablifhed 24<5'

many colonies of Jews in his domi-

nions n
j caufed the facred books of the

Law and the Prophets to be tranflated

into the Greek language, and fent mag-

nificent prefents to the Temple at Jeru- .

falem.

In the latter times of the Tev, [fh ^o-

vernment a remnant only, as had been

n Prideaux, vol. ii r p. ; ; &c,

xore^
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foretold by the Prophets, remained faith-

ful to their God amidfl the general de-

pravity of the people—among thefe the

family of the Maccabees were moil dif-

tinguifhed for valour, as well as for pi-

ety ; and by them Jerufalem v/as reco-

vered from the tyranny of Antiochus

Epiphanes, the Temple was purified, its

worihip reflored, and tranquillity* reefta-

blifhed. But the majority of the people

puriued their progrefs in wickednefs, till

the- cup of their iniquity was filled by

the rejection and the crucifixion of, the

MefTiah.

The great Lawgiver of the Jews, when

he proceeds to the alternative of the

cafe juft coniidered, is much more fe-

vere in pronouncing denunciations of

punifhment ; much more circumftantial

in his detail of public calamity, private

diflrefs, and affliction both of mind and

Calmet, vol. i. p. 891. Maccab. b. i, ii. Pri-

•ieaux, vol. ii. p.' 1.36, 145, &c.

body,
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body, than he was in the detail of re-

wards ; as if he had forefeen, that the

difobedience^ of the Jews would far ex-

ceed their observance of his laws p
.

But it /hall come to pafs, if thou wilt not

hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God,

to obferve to do all his commandments and

his Jlatutes zvhich I command thee this day

;

that all thefe curfes Jhall come upon thee and

overtake thee : The Lord floall fmite thee

with madnefs, and blina
J

nefs, and ajloni/h-

ment of heart. The firanger that is within

thee fhall get up above thee very high ; and

thou fhalt come dozvn very low. The fruit

of thy land, and all thy labours, floall a na-

tion which thou knoweji not, eat up ; and

thou fhalt be only opprejfed and crujhed

alway. And thou fhalt become an qftonifh-

p The promifes of plenty, profperity, and tem-

poral good are limited to fourteen verfes$ the

threats of deftruclion and war are extended tofifty-

four. Deut. xxviii. 15.28.43.33.37.49.50,51,

52.63,64.
ment,
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ment, a proverb, and a by-word among all

nations whither the Lord Jhall lead thee,

The Lord Jhall bring a nation againjl thee

from far,from the end of the earth, as fwift

as the eagle flieth, a nation, zvhofe tongue

thou fhalt not under/land -, a nation of

fierce countenance, whichfhall not regard the

per/on of the old, nor Jhew favour to the

young. And he fjjall eat the fruit of thy

cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until thou

be dejlroyed : zvhich alfo Jhall not leave

thee either corn, wine, or oil, or the increafe

of thy kine, or flocks of thy Jheep, until he

have dejlroyed thee. And he Jliall befiege

thee in all thy gates, until thy high andfenced

walls come dozvn, wherein thou truftedjl,

throughout all thy land : and he Jhall befiege

thee in all thy gates, throughout all thy land,

which the Lord thy God hath given thee.

And it Jhall come to pafs, that as the Lord

rejoiced over you to do you good, and to mul-

tiply you : Jo the LordJhall rejoice over you

to deftroy you, and to bring you to nought-,

and ye Jhall be plucked Jrom off the land

whither
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whither thou goeft to pojfefs it. And the

Lord Jhall fcatter thee among all -people?

from the one end of the earth even unto the

other-, and there thou fhalt ferve other

Gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers

have known, even zvood andfones.

Such are fome of the moft flriking

parts of the menacing prediction. And
if the profeffed brevity of this work did

not prohibit the detail, it would be eafy

to go through their whole hiftory, and

point out the different feafons at which

their idolatry and difobedience brought

upon them different manifestations of

the divine difpleafure, in all the ordinary

calamities of war and famines But it

will fuffice for the object of this Chapter,

to advert only to thofe remarkable in-

flances when the Jews were conquered

by the AfTyrians and the Romans ; be-

*i i Chron. xxi. 12. Ruth i. 1. 1 Sam. xxi. 1.

2 Kings vi. 25. xxv. 3. 1 Kings xx. 1. 2 Kings

xvii, 6,

caufe
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caufe it is plain that the Prophecy prin-

cipally relates to the invafion of a for-

midable enemy, and the difafters pecu-

liar to the fieges of great and populous

cities. The Jews, as we fee above, are

threatened, in cafe of their rebellion, with

captivity : and the character and remote

fituation of the hoftile nations by whom
they were to be taken captive, are particu-

larly defcribed. Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,

Amos, and other Prophets, treading in

the fteps of Mofes, but nearer the event,

repeat many ftriking parts of the Pre-

diction, and exprefsly declare the caufe

of the impending danger to be, the pre-

vailing idolatry of their countrymen, and

their attachment to the prophane rites

and cuftoms of the Heathen. Accord-

ingly, in the reign of Zedekiah, a nation

[the AfTyrian] agreeing with the infpired

defcriptions, invade Judea, and, fulfil-

ling the Prophecy, pillage and burn the

Temple, put perfons of both fexes and

all ages to the fword, and carry away

mul-
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multitudes as flaves to Babylon. But

'fulfilled as the Prophecy may feem to

have been, and actually was, in this and

many inftances, the Jews were not there-

fore releafed from the power of it. Tem-
poral bleffings when obedient, and tem-

poral punifhments when difobedient, are

the terms of the Jewifh covenant ; in

force from the time of the Egyptian

bondage, to the prefent hour. When
by their repentance, which the Divine

prefcience forefaw, when 70 years were

fixed as the limits of their punifhment,

the Babylonian captivity was terminated,

their return to their own land (where

for a time they enjoyed fignal marks of

the Divine favour was not followed by

any long continued obedience ; and the

threats and even the terms of the Pro-

phecy again attached upon them. Their

adverfity accordingly increafed by de-

grees, as their wickednefs became more

and more general, and more and more

enormous. After the death of Alex-

ander,
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ander, their country fuffered feverely by

the wars which enfued, between the

princes who divided the Grecian Em-
B. C. pire. Ptolemy Soter took pofTefllon of
320

' Jerufalem on the fabbath-day, and car-

ried a great number of the Jews captive

into Egypt : and the peace and the pri-

vileges they enjoyed during the reign of

Ptolemy Philadelphus, were followed by

the extreme miferies inflicted by the

execrable tyranny of Antiochus Epi-

B. C. phanes. From that period of their hif-

I 7°- tory, excepting only the brilliant fcene

of happinefs, which the piety and valour

of the Maccabees were allowed to open,

for this once more repentant people, we
fee them immerfed in crimes, confufion,

and tumult ; conftantly fubject to the

Syrian, the Egyptian, or the Roman
power ; and continually a prey to plun-

der, flavery, and maflacre, till, by reject-

ing the Meffiah, they became liable to

the punilhment denounced by Mofes

againft thofe who mould " not hearken

to
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to the Prophet whom the Lord mould
raife up, like unto him ;" and in confe-

quence have furTered, and are Hill fuf-

fering, the levereft chaftifement a nation

can undergo.

To the accounts of the fiege and de-

finition of Jerufalem, and the entire

conquefl of Judea by the F>x>mans, and

the ftate in which the country and the

people have ever iince continued, are we

then to look, for the molt minute and

complete accomplifhment of thefe awful

predictions ; and here we fliall indeed

find the agreement between facts and

Prophecies moft ftrikingly exact. The
remote fituation, the unknown language,

the " fierce countenance," and the martial

character of the P^omans are ftrongly

marked in this Prophetical defcription,

as if defigned to diftinguiQi them from

the Afiatic conquerors of the Jews r
.

Hhey

T Several Jewifh Expofitors arc cited by Patrick

and Parker, in their Commentaries upon this Pro-

phecy.
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They camefromfar—from the end of the

earth. Not only the diftance of Rome
from Jerufalem is thus marked, but this

intimation of remotenefs is peculiarly

applicable to the generals and armies by

whom Judea was conquered. In order

to carry on war agair^ft that country,

Pompey left a very diflant province, and

Vefpafian and Julius Severus conducted

their troops from the ifland of Britain.

Adrian and Trajan, by whom they were

finally fubdued, were natives of the dif-

tant country of Spain.

They came asfwift as the eagleflieth. The
rapid flight of the moft ravenous bird of

phecy. ManafTeh ben Ifrael, a very learned and

acute Rabbi of the Spanifh Synagogue in Amfter-

dam, who flourifhed in the beginning of the laft

century, is of opinion, that at the forty-ninth verfe

commences the Prophecy of the calamities under

the fecond Temple. He refers all the latter part of

the chapter to the invafion of the Romans, and the

misfortunes that followed it. Parker's Commen •

tary, vol. v. p. 576.

prey
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prey may be confldered as a juft em-
blem of a deftroying army -, and the

eagle as peculiarly applicable to the Ro-
man flandard. But the allufion has alio

an exact hiflorical propriety ; as Titus
5

,

being eager to return to Rome, prelTed

on the fiege of Jerufalem with the great-

eft vigour and alacrity, and preferred an

attack by ftorm to the flow operations of

a blockade.

A nation whofe tongue thou /halt not un-

derjiand. The tongue of the Romans
the Jews did not underftand. There cer-

tainly was fome fimilarity in the lan-

guages of the Jews and the Affyrians

;

but previous to the invafion of Judea

by Pompey, there had been no inter-

courfe between the Jews and the Ro-
mans : and the Jews were utterly ig-

norant of the dialects of the weflern

troops, which compofed the Roman ar-

mies.

5 Tacit. Hift. lib. v.

That
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That the Romans were a nation of a

fierce countenance^ remarkable for their

manly and ftern features, and intrepid

afpedt, might be eafily proved at large,

from the reprefentations of fculptors and

medallifls, and the defcriptions of their

poets and hiflorians. And their haughty

and inflexible character is no lefs for-

cibly delineated in the following fen-

tence : M^hich fhall not regard the perfon

of the old^ nor jhew favour to the young.

Befides the reference to the indifcri-

minate Slaughter and cruel treatment of

the Jews of all ages, both at and after

the fiege of Jerufalerm

It ought to be obferved, that at the

time when Mofes uttered this Prophecy,

the children of Ifrael, fo far from having

any fenced cities, had no fixed place of

refidence, but were travelling through

the wilderncfs. The threats of their

Lawgiver could not therefore refult from

any circumfhances of their fituation at

that particular time : yet (till he de-

fc ri be s



• C HS ]

fcrlbes every circumflance in the fame

manner as Jofephus, who wrote the ac-

count of thefe wars nearly 1500 years

after the prediction.

The Lord ftall finite thee with madnefs

and blindnefs. At the time when Jeru-

falem was clofely preiTed on all fides by

the Roman armies, three factions, influ-

enced by the mod bitter rancour and

malice, carried on a civil war within its

walls. In proportion as fafety became

more improbable, their audacity, or ra-

ther their infatuation, increafed, and ex-

tended to all ranks, from the rulers to

the common people. All were equally

blind to their dreadful fituation ; and

internal difcord confpired with their fe-

rocious enemies to hurry them down the

precipice of deftrudtion. Jofephus
1

, after

relating that the befieged, elated by a re-

pulfe given to the Romans, perfuaded

1 De Bell. Jud. lib. v. c. 8.

h them-
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themfelves that the city could never be

taken, adds, in a ftrain of obfervation

that throws the ftrongeft light upon the

Prophecy of Mofes, that God had fo

darkened their minds with extreme

blindnefs, on account of their numerous

tranfgreffions, that they did not calculate

the fuperior force of the Romans, or re-

flect on the dreadful effects of a flub-

born oppofition to their arms.

The regular train of the Prophetical

declarations leads us to a remarkable

threat in the fpeech of Mofes, mod fink-

ing for its Angularity ; mod (hocking for

its oppofition to the feelings of nature ;

and moft improbable ever to happen u
.

And thou JJ)aIt eat the fruit of thine oven

body, thefiefh of thy fans, and of thy daugh-

ters, which the Lord thy God hath given

thee, in the jiege and in the fraitnefs where-

» Deut. xxviii. 5J, $6,tfi

with
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with thine enemies Jhall diflrefs thee The

tender and delicate woman among you, which

would not adventure to Jet the fole of her

foot upon the ground for delicatenefs and

tendernefs, her eyefhall be evil towards the

hufband of her bofom, and towards herfon,
and tozvards her daughter, and towards her

children, which JheJhall bear : forfjje fhall

eat them for want of all things fecretly, in

the fiege and Jlraitnefs wherewith thine

enemy fhall difirefs thee in thy gates.

The fact neverthelefs did happen

;

firft in Samaria, the capital of the ido-

latrous tribes, when befieged by Ben-

hadad, king of Affyria: a fecond time

in Jerufalem, when befieged by Nebu-

chadnezzar : and Jofephus particularly

relates a third inflance of the fulfilment

of this Prediction during the lad fiege

of Jerufalem by the Romans". Throw-

ing a veil over a fhory at which humanity

x Jofephus, lib. vi. c. j.

h 2 fhudders,
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Hi udders, we (hall only obferve, tnat the

rank of the lady mentioned by Jofephus,

agrees precifely with prophetical defcrip-

tion Y
', that the fact predicted is perhaps

the only one of the kind in hiftory fo

circumflantially recorded 7
'; and that thefe

facts happening in conformity to the

Prophecy, are perhaps the only ones of

the kind in the hiftory of the world.

And it Jhall come to pafs> that as the Lord

rejoiced over you to do you good, and to mul-

tiply you, fo the Lord will rejoice over you

to dejlroy and to bring you to nought ; and ye

y Deut. xxviii. 56. The word tranilated (t de-

licate," may be better rendered, voluptuous, luxu-

rious, accuftomed to a life of pleafure and indul-

gence, nJD^rr. The root is JDy pleafure, joy.

Deut. xxviii. 54. Jer. vi. 2.

z The Hiftorian deplores the cruel deed, as a

mod flagrant violation of nature ; fuch as was

never perpetrated by Greek or Barbarian ; and

fuch as he exprefsly declares he would not have re-

lated, if there had not been many credible wit-

nelTes of its truth. Jofephus, lib. vi. c. 3. feci:. 8.

Jhall
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Jhall be plucked from off the land whither

thou goefi to pojfefs it. The Romans ex-

pelled the inhabitants that furvived the

liege of Jerufalem, and forcibly carried

away great numbers of them into dif-

ferent countries. When the Emperor

Hadrian built a city upon the founda-

tion of Jerufalem, he called it by the

new name of Elia Capitolina ; and for-

bade the Jews, on pain of death, to ap-

proach within fight of it. From that

time to the prefent day, Judea has been

fubjecl: to foreign Princes ; and few

Jews, and thofe of low condition who
live as ftrangers in their own country,

are to be found among its inhabitants \

The deftruclion of Jerufalem by Titus

is acknowledged to have been far more

fatal in its effecls, than any preceding

event of * the kind, that ever happened

a See the Travels of Sandys, who vifited the.

Holy Land in the laft century j and Volney, who
accurately furveyed it in 1783 ; and the accounts of

preceding hiftorians and travellers.

H 3 tO
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to the Jews : it was therefore, in the

opinion of both Jews and Chriftians, the

memorable occafion, in which the Pro-

phecy was accomplifhed in its fulled ex-

tent and moil fignal manner, and it was

followed by a train of the mod remark-

able confequences b
.

And if ye will not hearken unto me, then

will I punifh you /even times more for your

fins ; your land fhall not yield her increafe^

neither floall the trees of the land yield their

fruits. And I will bring the land into defo-

lalion ; andyour enemies , which dwell therein ,

fhall be qftonifhed at it. Andyour landfhall

be defolate, and your cities wqfte. Such

has been the ftate of the Holy Land

ever fince the judgments of God have

fallen upon the Jews. After their ex-

pulfion by Titus, it was left a prey to

neglect and barrennefs. During the cru-

fades, it was ravaged by the hoftile ar-

b Levit. xxvi. iS. 20.32,33. Deut. xxlx. 22.

24,25.
:

.

mies
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mics of Saracens and Chriftians : and

fince it became a province of the Otto-

man Empire, it has exhibited the fame

fcene of defolation. The face of the

country, once fo populous and flourifh-

ing, has for many ages prefented nothing

to the eye of the traveller, but mean

villages, thinly inhabited, ruins of an-

tient buildings, fields uncultivated, na-

ked hills, and barren rocks..

Judging by the prefent forlorn and

defolate ftate of Paleftine, the infidel is

difpofed to call in queftion the truth of

the Scripture hiilory. He maintains,

that it never could have been a fruitful

land, and that the people who fettled in

it, exhaufted by the opprefiive labor of

its cultivation, could not enjoy, in any

fair fenfe, the reft promifed them in the

wildernefs. But of all objections this is

furely the mod futile. The prefent Hate

of the iilands in the Archipelago, of

Greece, and of the country around

h 4 Rome*.
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Rome, formerly fo fertile and produc-

tive, contradicts all accounts of their an-

tient condition, as much as the prefent

ftate of Judea can poflibly do. Travel-

lers agree that a great part of the rocky

foil of Judea is compofed of Tufa ; and

volcanic matter is known to be fertile in

the higheft degree, after a certain period

of time when it has gathered foiK Is it

incredible that the children of Ifrael

found the land of Canaan in the highly

fertile ftate, known to be common upon

the fides of volcanic mountains, where

the allies, that have fallen during an

eruption, in a feries of years have been

mellowed into a productive mould ? and

that the earthquakes and various con-

vulfions of nature that happened at and

fincethe deftruction of Jerufalem (many

of which are recorded in hiftory) have

entirely changed the face of the coun-

c Tufa is a name given to ftone formed of vol-

canic afties, concreted with other fpecies, in which

argil prevails.

try ?

—
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try ?—MaundrelPs description greatly

ftrengthens the fuppofition of fuch

changes. " Not far from Bethany' you

arrive at the mountainous defert in which

our blefTed Saviour was led by the Spirit,

to be tempted by the Devil ; a moil re-

ferable, dry, barren place it is, confiding

of high rocky mountains, fo torn and

difordered, as if the earth had fuffered

fome great convulfion, in which its very

bowels had been turned upwards." And
Volney e

, an intelligent traveller, but an

enemy both to the religion of Mofes

and of Chrift, has the candour to confefs,

that the prefent fertility of fome parts of

Syria correiponds with the account given

of it in the Old Teflament. In the

courfe of his accurate furvey, he re-

marked that an almofl total neglect of

agriculture, and of every improvement

of the foil, prevailed" throughout Pa-

leiline. If the land be unfruitful, it ra-

A Maunclreirs Travels, p. jg.
e Voyages eu Syrie,tom. ii. p. 302. 330, 338, &c.

h 5 ther
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ther proceeds from the nature of the

deipotic government, which checks in-

duftry, than the want of a prolific power

in the earth. Patches of foil that for-

merly crowned them, were to be feen in

the laft century upon the rocky moun-
tains of Paleftine ; and the rows of

flones could clearly be traced, that were

ufed to lupport the foil upon the Hope

of the hills. Upon the fides of Libanus

there are the remains of antient culti-

vation ; a circumftance which confirms

the accounts given by writers of the an-

tient ftate of the country as to its fer-

tility and population. We may form

fome opinion of the fuccefs which

crowned the labours of the antient in-

habitants of Judea, by obierving the

prefent ftate of Switzerland, and fome

parts of Spain, where the induflrious

natives reap a harveft from the rocky

foil, and obtain wine, corn, and fruits,.-

from fpots which, if left to themfelves,

would be the mod unproductive.

It
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It is difficult however, for the inha-

bitants of this and many other nations

in Europe, where the attention is fo

much confined to manufactures, arts, and

commerce, to calculate the produce and

effects of agriculture, when the labour of

a whole people is directed to it, as was

the cafe of the Israelites, when fettled in

the land of Canaan. It is then evident,

that the accounts given in Scripture,

and by antient profane writers, of the.

former fertility of the country, are per-

fectly reconcileable with its prefent ap-

pearance, from the operation of merely

natural caufes. But as a miraculous in-

terruption or fulpenfion of the courfe

of nature is in perfect conformity with

the divine difpenfations towards the

children of Abraham, we muft admit

that Providence may have made the

once fruitful land of Judea barren, " for

the wickednefs of them that dwelt there-

in. " If this defolation had not been or-

dained as a punilhment of the Jews, a

h 6 warning
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warning to other nations, and a fulfil-

ment of Prophecy ; a variety of natural

caufes might have confpired (as we have

already obferved) to reftore its original

fruitfulnefs : fo that its prefent ftate can

no way be brought as an objection to

the truth of Scripture. Whether indeed

we confider the prefent ftate of Judea, as

owing to natural or fupernatural caufes,

it equally fulfils the Prophecy concern-

ing it.

Can we, however, avoid afcribing

its barren and deferted condition to a

more than ordinary interpofition of the

Deity, when we find even the fentiments

arifing in the minds of inquifitive tra-

vellers, while contemplating with qfto-

nifhment the fcene of defolation prefent-

ed in the Holy Land, defcribed with

fuch inimitable accuracy and anima-

tion f
? The JiWanger that floall come from

f DeuU xxix. 22,

a far
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a far land Jhall fay, Wherefore hath the

Lord done thus unto the land f What mean-

eth the heat of this great anger f Then fhall

men fay, Becaufe they have forfaken the co-

venant of the Lord God of their fathers,

the anger of the Lord was kindled againft

thisjand, and he rooted them out of their

land in anger, and cafl them into another

landy as it is this day.

The Lord fhall fatter thee among all

people, from one end of the earth even unto

the other. That the Jews are difperfed

all over the world, is a fact to which the

various accounts of hiftorians and tra-

vellers give the fulleil confirmation. In

the countries of the Eafl they abound

;

they are fettled in various parts of Africa

and America, and in the kingdoms of

Europe s. They exift as a confpicuous

rao-

* One million is fuppofed to be refident in the

various provinces of Turkey—three hundred thou-

sand in Perfia, India, and China—and feventeen

' hundred



monument of Prophetical truth and Di-

vine juflice, to every nation in which

they dwell.

And yet for all /bat, when they be in

the land of their enemies, I will not cafi them

away, neither will I abhor them, to deftroy

them utterly. No proofs drawn from hif-

tory are wanted to illuftrate this part of

the Prophecy. After the long feries of

oppreflion and mifery to which they

have been expofed, ever fince their dif-

perfion ; after having been given up to

fire, famine, and peililence -, to maflacres

and perfecutions, as the objects of ha-

tred and malice to every people among

whom they have fettled, they are fo far

hundred thoufand in Chriftendom, Africa, and

America. Their outward condition and circum-

flances are generally tolerable, except in Portugal

and Spain. Brown's Harmony of Scripture Pro-

phecies, p. 322. This ftatement is confirmed by

other writers. See the Jews' Letters to Voltaire,

vol. ii.p. 175.

from
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from being deflroyed, that they not only

exift as a feparate people, but in many

places form opulent and flourifhing com-

munities.

And thcu Jhalt be an ajioni/bment', a pro-

verb, and a by-zvord among all the nations

whither the Lord fhall lead thee. This

has literally been the cafe at all times,

iince their national punifhment has been

inflicted. The very name of a Jew has

been ufed as a term of peculiar reproach,

and infamy. Their avarice, ufury, and

inlenfibility have long been in a manner

proverbial \ being confidered as more

peculiarly marking their character, than,

that of any other people in the world.

Reflexions upon the common courfe

of events would naturally have induced

Jwlofes to draw conclusions very different

from the fate which we have ken he de-

nounced againd the Ifraelites, in cafe of

dilbbedience. It was natural to fuppofe,

that,
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that, if they were reduced to fubjection,

it would be by fome neighbouring power,

with whom, and with whofe, appear-

ance, they were well acquainted ; that if

they were driven from their country,

another people would pofTefs it, and the

land itfelf preferve the fame character and

defcription as before ; and if they were

completely difperfed and carried cap-

tives into foreign countries, that they

would fufFer the common lot of other

captive nations, and be blended with

their conquerors ; and in time entirely

lofe their peculiar name and character.

The fact, as well as the prediction, has

been directly the reverfe. According to

the Prophetic words of the infpired writ-

ers, they have been twice enflaved by

diftant and unknown nations ; their land

has become not only defolate, but bar-

ren ; and they exift at this day difperfed

among all nations, but not deftroyed

;

the living, confpicuous, and well-known

witnefies of the truth of Prophecy. The
long
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long period of three thoufand years has

parTed fince this Prophecy was delivered,

which the lapfe of ages, and the revolu-

tions of human events, have only ferved

to confirm and to fulfil.

CLASS
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CLASS I.

CHAPTER THE FIFTH.

The Fulfilment of the Prophecy, that Cyrus

was to be the Conqueror of Babylon, and

the Deliverer of the Jews,

THE Prophecy which is next to be the

fubject of our attention, is in itfelf a pe-

culiar one : clear and explicit in its lan-

guage ; important in its reference to the

great defign for which the Jews were

liveredthe
diflinguiflied from the reft of the world r

Prophecy, and an epitome of fome of the moil fig-

nal events recorded in antient hiftory.
3292. .

m
.•.-*

B. C. It was delivered by Ifaiah, according to

7 12
- the fhorteft computation, more than an

bun-
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hundred years* before the birth of the Cyrus

elder Cyrus ; and reprefents the Al- was bom

mighty as calling upon him exprefsly by Y
' '

his name as the future deliverer of his g. c.

people from their allotted captivity ; and 599-

as the mighty conqueror of nations, led

on by the Omnipotent Ruler of the

univerfe, to execute his fovereign will,

while unconfeious of guidance or af-

fiftance in the rapidity and extent of his

victories—it minutely defcribes the liege

of Babylon and the conquefl of the Af-

.

fyrian Empire ; and diftinctly affirms

that Cyrus fliall iflue a decree for the

rebuilding Jerufalem, and publifh to the

Gentile nations the great nefs and the

power of the God of Iirael—the Lord

of the whole earth b.

Thus faith the Lord thy Redeemer, and

a Jofephus places this Prophecy two hundred

and ten years before the birth of Cyrus. Critici

Sacri, torn. iv. p. 5190.
b Ifaiah xliv. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. xlv. 1, 2, 3, 4,

he
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he thatformed thee from the womb, I am
the Lord that maketh all things ; that

ftretcheth forth the heavens alone, that

fpreadeth abroad the earth by myfelf; that

fruftrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh

diviners mad ; that turneth wife men back"

ward, and maketh their knowledge foolifh ;

that confirmeth the word of his fervant, and

performeth the cowfel of his wejjengers ;

that faith to Jerufaiem, Thou fhalt be inha-

bited ; and to the cities of Judah, Te fhall

be built, and I will raife up the decayed

places thereof : that faith to the deep, Be

dry, and I zvill dry up thy rivers : that

faith of Cyrus, He is myfhepherd, andfhall

perform all my pleafure ; even faying to Je-

rufaiem, Thou Jloalt be built ; and to the

Temple, Thyfoundationfhall be laid*

'Thusfaith the Lord to his anointed, to Cy-

rus, whofe right hand I have holden, to fub-

due nations before him ; and I will loofe the

loins of kings, to open before him the two

leaved gates ; and the gates fhall not be

fhut y I zvill go before thee, and make the

crooked
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crooked places Jlraight : I will break in

pieces the gates of brafs, and cut in /under

the bars of iron : and I will give thee the

treafures of darknefs, and hidden riches of

fecret places, that thou mayeft know that /,

the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am

the God of Ifrael. For Jacob my fervanfs

fake, and Ifrael mine elecl, I have even

called thee by thy name : I have furnamed

thee, though thou haft not known me. I am

the Lord, and there is none elfe, there is n$

God befide me : I girded thee, though thou

haft not known me : that they may knozv

from the rijing of the fun, and from the

weft, that there is none befides me: I am

the Lord, and there is none elfe.

Concerning the application of the

name, which it may be obferved, is twice

mentioned, no cavil can be raifed, or

doubt entertained. The Greek and La-

tin vary very little, either in orthography

or pronunciation from the Hebrew text,

and the antient Chaldce Paraphrafe -, and

in



L 166 3 *-

in the various editions of the Hebrew

Bible it is uniformly found to be the

fame c
. At the time when this Prophecy

was delivered, the Aflyrian Empire had

reached the fummit of its glory ; and

the Medes and Perfians, although mak-

ing fome advances towards the eftabliih-

ment of a rival power in Afia, were, in

comparifon, very inconfiderable. The
final union of thefe kingdoms, which

effected the conqueft of Affyria was oc-

cafioned by a circumftance, to which i

from the extreme diftance of time at

which Ifaiah prophefLd, no human fore-

sight could poflibly look forward. Cam-
bvfes Kino; of Perfia married Mandane

the daughter of Aftyages king of the

Medes, and the offspring of that alliance

was the renowned Cyrus. When ap-

pointed general of the confederate forces

c See the Hebre-.v text and the Chaldce Para-

phrafe, "Waltoni Polyglot, vol. iii. p. 120. Vi-

tringa, torn. ii. p. 491. Critici Sacri, torn. iv.

p. 5190. Poli Synopfis Critic, torn. iii. p. 430.

of
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of the Eaft, by his uncle Cyaxares, who is

called in the book of Daniel, Darius the

Median, he extended his conquefls from

the Egean Sea to the Euphrates'
1

. He
derived much of his fuccefs, as the antient

writers inform us, from being the firft to

eftabliih the ufe of cavalry in the Perfian

army. His people rode upon horfes
e
. An

affembly of great nations, as the Prophets

had likewife foretold, came up againfl

Babylon. It was the only place that for

any confiderable time refilled the attacks

cf Cyrus and his allies. They Jet them-

feives in array againji her, becav.fe Jhe had

Jimied agahijl the Lord—a Jraua'ard was fet

up in the land— the nations zvtre prepared

d Newton," vol. i. p. 276.
e Jerqm. 1. 42. Xenophon mentions at large the

great attention paid by C}rrus to the training his

cavalry—a fpecies of military force totally un-

known in Perfia before his time. To the iupe-

riority of his horfemen, he was chiefly indebted

for his viclory over Croefusj and the numerous

troops of them which he led to the fiege of Ba-

bylon, are particularly defcribed. Cyropced. lib. i.

lib. iv. p. 366, lib. vii. p. 632, 669. Edit. Zeunii.

againfl
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againflher*—the kingdoms ofArarat, Minni,

and AJJochenaz ; [the Armenians, Phry-

gians, and other neighbouring nations;]

and they appointed a captain againft her.

The vaft dimenfions of the celebrated

capital of the Eaft ; the loftinefs and

ftrength of its walls and towers ; its

riches ; the number of its inhabitants,

and the ample means of their fubfiflence,

in cafe of a tedious fiege, fupplied by

large and cultivated fields inclofed within

the city, infpired Belihazzar and his fub-

jects with the greateft confidence. Pre-

fuming that they could hold out ngainft

the moft furious aflaults, or the moft te-

dious blockade of the enemy, they de-

rided the operations of the Perfians, and

fcoired at their hoflile attempts. The

mighty men of Babylon forebore to fight—
lh<y remained in their holds,

Cyrus was employed for two ye?*s

;

f Jerem. li. 2; ; 30, Sec.

firft,
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mil, in an attempt to take the city by

ftorm ; and next, in endeavouring to

compel the Affyrians to furrender, by

cutting off all foreign affiftance. At

length, tired with making thefe ineffec-

tual attempts, Cyrus put a ftratagem in

execution, which rendered him matter of

the place. By the efforts of his numerous

army, he turned the courfe of the Eu-

phrates into the fpacious refervoir which

Nitocris, the mother of Belfhazzar, had

caufed to be dug to receive its waters

while a flupendous bridge was building;

and through the bed of the river he

opened a paifage for his forces into the

midtl of the city. The deep was dry, and

the rivers were dried up : a fnare was laid

for thee ; thou zvert taken, O Babylon, and

thou waft not aware.

He entered it in the night, when the

inhabitants were celebrating a great and

general feaft, with every circumflance of

conviviality and riot. They prepared a

i table ;
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table ; they watched in the watch-tower ;

they eat and drank. They made their feafls,

and their princes were made drunken.

The hand-writing was feen by the

aftonifhed Belfhazzar upon the wall of

his palace; but the aJlrologers
i
flood up,

and could not fave him- from thofe things

that were come upon him.— The gates

of the city, compofed of folid brafs,

that led from the river to the flreets,

were carelefsly left open. " If the gates

had not been left open," fays Herodotus,

" the Perfians would have been (hut up in

the bed of the river and taken as in a

net, and all deflroyed." Alarmed by the

tumult occadoned by the approach of

the invaders, Belihazzar ordered the

gates of his palace to be opened, and

lent perfons to enquire into the caufe.

The Lord opened before Cyrus the two-

leaved gates, and the gates were not

/hut. One mejfenger ran to meet another, to

f Ifaiah xlvii. 13.

jhew
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fhew the King of Babylon that his city was

taken at one end. The troops of Cyrus

feized the advantage, and milling in,

flew the monarch, and quickly gained

complete porTeffion of the city. Therefore

evil came upon her, fhe did not know from

whence it arofe ; mifchieffell upon her, and

defolation came upon herfuddenly, which fhe

did not know. Her young men fell in the

fireets, and all her men of war zvere cut off

in that day.—

The treafures taken by the conquerors

were immenfe, as Babylon was the ma-

gazine of all the fpoils of Judea, as well

as of the other rich provinces of the Eaft.

Chaldea wasfor afpoll, all thatfpolled her

were fatisfied. A fivord was upon her

treafures, and they were robbed. Here

Croefus gave an exact account of his

riches, and furrendered all his vaft pof-

fefhons to Cyrus. Thus the treafures of

darknefs, and hidden treafure of fecret

i 2 places
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places were given to him by the God of If-

raely who called him by his name g
.

Soon after the taking of Babylon,

Cyrus publifhed a Decree, acknowledg-

ing that " the Lord God of heaven had

given him all the kingdoms of the

earth \" and had appointed him to build

the

s BofTuet's Univerfal Hiftory, p. 442, 443. Pri-

deaux, vol. i. p. 92, 93. Uffer Annales, torn. i.

p. 144. Xenophon's Cyropedia, lib. vii. Herodoti

lib. i. c. 190, 191. Jerem. 1, li. 32, 36,&c. Dan. v.

Berofus quoted by Jofephus contra Apion. lib. i.

c. 20. Eufebii Praep. Evang. I. ix. c. 40.
h Xenophon gives the following lift of the na-

tions conquered by Cyrus. The Syrians, Aflyrians,

Arabians, Cappadocians, both the Phrygians, Ly-

dians, Carians, Phoenicians, and Babylonians. Pie

moreover reigned over the Bactrians, Indians, Ci-

licians, the Sacae, Paphlagones, and Mariandyni.

Cyrop. lib. i. p. 4.

"Thus faith Cyrus, king of Perfia, All the king-

doms of the earth hath the Lord God of heaven

given me; and he hath charged me to build him

an houie in Jerufalem, which is in Judah. Who
is
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the Temple at Jerufalem ; and therefore

commanding all the people of Ifrael " to

go up to Jerufalem, and build the houfe

of the Lord God of Ifrael." Jofephus 1

fays, that Cyrus was (hewn the Prophecy

of Ifaiah, wherein his name was exprefsly

mentioned. It is probable that Daniel,

who had obtained the highefh reputation

in the court of Babylon for his piety,

and extraordinary w7ifdom, had not only

fhewn to the king the Prophecies of

Ifaiah and Jeremiah, but had related to

is there among you of all his people ? The Lord

his God be with him, and let him go up." 2Chron.

xxxvi. 23.

" Thus faith Cyrus, king of Perfiaj The Lord

God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of

the earth j and he hath charged me to build him

an houfe at Jerufalem, which is in Judah. Who
is there among you of all his people ? His God be

with him, and let him go up to Jerufalem, which

is in Judah, and build the houfe of the Lord God
of Ifrael (he is the God) which is in Jerufalem."

Ezra i. 2, 3.

1 Jofephus, Ant. Jud. lib. xi. c. 1

.

i 3 him
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him the wonderful hiflory of the people,

" for whofe fake he had been girded"

with the fword of victory. It is evident

from the remarkable words of the De-

cree (" he is the God") that the mind

of Cyrus was fufficiently enlightened to

underftand, that there was but one Su-

preme God

—

He whom the Jews wor-

fhipped, and who fpake in thofe holy

books which were fhewn him , though

the opinions and habits, which prevailed

in the Heathen world concerning the

different gods which prefided over dif-

ferent nations, might induce him to

confider a fpecies of inferior worfhip as

allowable. The 70 years, predicted by

the Prophets for the continuance of the

captivity, were now accomplifhed. The
captives were fet free, and the precious

veflels of gold and of filver, which Nebu-

chadnezzar had brought from Jerufalem,

and had placed in the houfe of his gods,

were reftored by the munificent con-

queror
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queror of the Eafl, to the people whom
he fent to their own land, by the efpecial

direction of their God.

Thus did Cyrus, " the fhepherd of the

Lord, fubdue nations before him, and

perform all the pleafure of the Lord," by

whom he had been named more than

ioo years before his birth, as the inflru-

ment which fliould execute the defigns

of his Providence. Exactly at the time,

and exactly in the manner predicted, he

conquered the vaft AfTyrian Empire,

and reflored the people of Ifrael to their

own land, where they again inhabited

Jerufalem, built the cities of Judah, and

raifed up the decayed places thereof. The

houfe of God was builded and the daily fa-

crifices were renewed.

Thus were the people re-eftablifhed in

their own land at the expiration of the

allotted punifhment for the tranfgremon

of that Law, which was ordained to con-

i 4 tinue
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tinue till the Lord fliould raife up a

Prophet " like unto Mofes." And thus

the partial difperfion of the people def-

tined to preferve the promifes of God,

became the means of fpreading the

knowledge of the moff: High among the

nations of the Eaft, preparatory to the

coming of the Mefliah, to whom all na-

tions were to be gathered.

CLASS
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CLASS I.

CHAPTER THE SIXTH.

The Deftruftion and defolate State of Ba-

bylon confidered as an awful Example of

the Judgments cf God upon the Enemies

of his People,

THE Prophets point out various rea-

fons, on account of which the AiTyrians

were made the fignal objects of divine

difpleafure. Nebuchadnezzar was re-

markable for exceffive pride, and the

moil grofs and intolerant idolatry, not-

withftanding the certain information he

received from his Jewilh captives con-

cerning the true God. Belihazzar his

fuccefTor, equally well acquainted with

the true religion, and a witnefs of the

i 5 awful
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awful punifhment which had been in-

flicted upon Nebuchadnezzar, preferred

his falfe deities to Jehovah, the God
of Ifrael, and profaned at his riotous

feafls the confecrated veiTels of the

Temple. The Babylonians were marked

by blind fuperflition, pracYifed various

magical arts, and confided in the pre-

tended dilcoveries of judicial aflrology.

Their vices far exceeded their credulity

and their folly. They indulged in ex-

ceflive luxury, were avaricious and ar-

rogant, and opprefled the furrounding

nations with exceffive tyranny. Their

cruelty was in a peculiar manner direct-

ed againfl the Jews. In their invafion

of Judea, they laid the country wafle,

put both old and young to the fword,

profaned the Temple, and detained all

whom they led away captives in a fhate

of the moft rigid bondage. For thefe

reafons, the denunciations of Divine ven-

geance were pronounced with particular

feverity againfl them.

We
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We have feen the city of Babylon

taken, and the " chofen people of God'*

delivered from bondage by Cyrus, " ac-

cording to the fure word of Prophecy."

We fhall now furvey this Metropolis of

the World as it flood at the fummit of

its greatnefs, and follow it to the gulph

of oblivion, from whence Prophecy and

Hiftory recall its exiftence.

According to the mofl authentic ac-

counts that have come down to us, Ba-

bylon contained the aftoniming fpace of

fixty miles, and was adorned in every

part with gardens, palaces, and temples.

Around it were extended walls of ftu-

pendous height and thicknefs, compofed

of large bricks cemented with bitumen,

that by time acquired a folidity harder

than Hone. One hundred gates of folid

brafs commanded the approaches to

the city ; two hundred and fifty towers

of vaft dimenfions and elevation were

i 6 placed
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placed at equal diftances along the walls.

The buildings mod remarkable for fize

and magnificence were, the bridge erect-

ed over the Euphrates, the fpacious pa-

laces of the Kings, and the ancient tem-

ple of Belus, compofed of eight towers,

riling one above another, and diminifh-

ing in proportion to their prodigious

elevation. Such were the majeflic edi-

fices of this extenfive and populous ca-

pital of the Alfyrian Empire ; which, at

a diftance, to ufe the comparifon of an-

tient writers, had the appearance of lofty

mountains. They were calculated to

brave the fiercefl attacks of hoftile pow-

er, and to withfland the ravages of re-

mote ages.

The lofty terms in which Babylon is

defcribed in Scripture, correfponds with

the account of profane writers. It is

called by Ifaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel,

" the golden city," " the glory of king-

doms,"
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doms," (t abundant in treafures," and

" the praife of the whole earthV Be-

rofus, Herodotus, Strabo, and Diodorus

Siculus, fome of the moft antient and

moft authentic writers, reprefent it as

** the moft glorious metropolis upon

which the fun ever (hone, and rank it

high among the wonders of the ancient

world." At the precife time when it

was rifing to this flate of grandeur,

when the dominion of its fovereigns was

fpreading over all the furrounding pro-

vinces, and power, opulence and prof-

perity combined to enfure the long con-

tinuance of its empire and glory, Ifaiah

thus pronounced its total ruin b
.

And

a Ifaiah xlvli. 5. xiv. 4. Jer. li. 4.T, &c. Go-

guet's Origin of Laws. Prideaux, vol. i. p, 1^.

Newton on the Prophecies, vol. i. p. 276, &c.
h Ifaiah xiii. 19, 20, 21, 22. xiv. 23. For a

more full anticipation of the deftruclion of Ba-

bylon, fee Ifaiah xiii, xiv, xxi, xlvii. In chap. xiii.

-the Medes, then an inconfiderable people, are

brought forward as the great agents in the over-

throw
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And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the

beauty of the Chaldees excellency, Jhall be

as when God overthrew Sodom and Go-

morrah. It fhall never be inhabited, nei-

ther floall it be dzvelt in from generation to

generation : neither fhall the Arabian pitch

tent there, neither Jhall the fhepherds make

their fold there. But wild beafis of the

defart fhall lie there, and their houfes floall

be full of doleful creatures, and owls Jhall

dwell there, and fatyrs fhall dance there.

And the wild beafis of the iflands Jhall cry

in their dejolate houfes, and dragons in their

pleafant palaces : and her time is near to

come, and her days fhall not be prolonged...

I will alfo make it a pofjeffion for the bit-

tern, and pools of water ; and I willfweep

throw of the Aflyrian Monarchy. Chap. xiv. con-

tains the triumph of the various nations of the

earth over the fallen King of Babylon. This de-

fcription, confifting of the moft bold and finking

images, is truly fublime. See Lowth on Ifaiah,

xxi, xlvii.

it
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it with the befom of dejlruEtion, faith the

Lord of Hojls.

A feries of ages was necefTary to give

this Prophecy its full accomplifhment.

And if we carefully follow the ftream of

hiftory, we fhall find that a feries of

ages has completely verified the awful

menace of the Prophet.

The conquefts of Cyrus extinguifhed

the glory of the AfTyrian empire, and the

fplendor of Babylon was eclipfed by the

removal of the feat of government to

Sufa in Perfia. The waters of the Eu-

phrates were never reflored to their pro-

per channel, from the new courfe which

Cyrus had given them to facilitate his

entrance into the city. A drought* was

upon her water's, and they were dried up.

By their flagnation the whole country

became unwholfome, and afTumed the

form, and communicated the effects, of

an extenfive and peflilential morafs. The

c Jerem. 1. 38, &c.

fea
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fea came up upon Babylon ; fhe was covered

zvith the multitude of the waves thereof*.

The immenfe flaughter of the inha-

bitants of the city was an additional

caufe of its decline and ruin. All her

?nen of war were cut off. To punifh the

inhabitants for an infurrection, Darius

Hyftafpes, King of Perfia, demolifhed

the gates, reduced the height of the

walls, and lefTened the number of the

citizens. Alexander the Great, indeed,

formed the defign of making it the feat

of his empire ; but death put a fudden

flop to his intention. The rival city of

Seleucia, fometimes called by the name
of Babylon, and erected upon the neigh-

d The facred writers frequently ufe the word

fea in a limited fenfe; they give it to great rivers,

which, in confequence of their inundations, appear

like feas. The country around Babylon which was

watered by the Euphrates, is called the defart of the

fa, Ifaiah xxi. i. Jer. li. 36. The fame name is

given to a lake. The Sea of Galilee is ftrictly the

I.ake of Galilee. Compare Matt. iv. 18. viii'. 32,

with John vi. 1. t8.

bourlne
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bouring banks of the Tigris, gradually

drew away its inhabitants; and the city

of Ctefiphon, afterwards built by the

Perfian Kings, who fucceeded the Mace-

donian empire, completed its ruin. He-
rodotus, the moft antient of the Greek

hiftorians, who vifited Babylon about a

century and a half after the time of Cy-

rus, mentions, that even at that period

the walls were in a great degree decayed 6
;

Strabo, the accurate Geographer, who
flourifhed in the reign of Auguftus, fix

centuries after the conquefls of Cyrus s

relates, that a great part of the city, once

fo fplendid and populous, was then a

mere defert. Even then her foundations

zvere fallen, and her walls zvere thrown

e The walls of Babylon were built partly of brick

and bitumen, and partly of brick alone. The

bricks were made upon the fpot, and hardened" in

the fun. When a wall of this fort comes to be out

of repair, and is neglected, in no long courfe of ages

it mutt be totally deftroyed by the heavy rains, and

at length warned away, and reduced to its native

earth. Lowth's Ifaiah, p. 95. Notes.

down.
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down. Paufanias, a celebrated Greek

traveller and author, who flouriihed in

the third century after Chrifl, records,

that of " Babylon, the greateft city that

the fun ever fhone upon, nothing re-

mained but fome of its walls." Jerom,

an eminent Father of the Church, in the

following century faw it when reduced

to ruins, and remarked, that the part of

the walls which remained, ferved only as

an inclofure for a royal park. Benjamin

of Tudela, a learned Jew, in his Jour-

nal, written more than feven centuries

ago, has recorded, that " Babylon was

then laid wafle, but that fome remains

might be traced of the royal palace of

the antient Kings. Perfons feared to

approach too near to this fpot, as it was

infefted by ferpents and other venemous

animals.' ' The wild beqfts of the defer

t

laid there, and the houfes were full of

doleful creatures. From the accounts of

more modern travellers, it appears that

the traces of this once magnificent city

are
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are become lefs and lefs vifible. Rauwolf,

a German, who travelled at the clofe of

the fixteenth century, relates, that fome

parts of what he fuppofed to be the ce-

lebrated Tower of Belus, remained ru-

inous, low, and full of poifonous ani-

mals. Petrus Vallenfis, a noble Roman,
reported at the beginning of the feven-

teenth century, that a huge pile of ruins

remained upon the fame fpot, and within

fifty or fixty paces were traced fome

foundations of buildings. Succeeding tra-

vellers have afTerted, that even the ru-

ins were fo much decayed as to leave

very flight traces of the fituation of the

city. Every one that goeth by is aftonijhed

to behold her that was queen among nations',

now a wildernefs, a dry [or barren] land*

and a defert
{

\ The daughter of Babylon

has long fat in dufl ; there has been no

thronefor the queen of the Chaldeans. She

has not been inhabited from generation to

f
Jer. 1. 13, &c.

gene-
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generation, except by the zvild beq/Is. The
Almighty has executed his awful pur-

pofe declared by the mouth of his holy

Prophets. This great city has been /wept

with the befom of -deftrufiion, and hardly

a memorial of it remains but in hiftory,

in the denunciations of the Prophetic

writers, and in the accounts of their ac-

complifhment.

The truth and perfpicuity of thefe Pro-

phecies concerning Cyrus and Babylon,

and the correfponding hiftorical facts, are

fo well known and fo generally acknow-

ledged, that a fhort ftatement of the prin-

cipal circumftances has been deemed fuf-

ficient. Many other particulars relating

to the liege of Babylon, the time and

manner of its reduction, and the various

nations that joined in the confederacy

againft it, are mentioned by the Pro-

phets, and confirmed with equal exact-

nets by both facred and profane hifto-

rians. But, as the fubject of the preced-

ing
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ing is clofely connected with that of the

prefent Chapter, I lhall beg permiffion

to confider them together.

It may be remarked, that Cyrus, the

generous deliverer of the Jewifh people,

was equally celebrated in profane and in

facred hiftory for his eminent virtues and

extenfive conquefts. He was at once

the fhepherd of the Lord to gather his

flock into their fold ; and the ftvord of

his -vengeance againft an impious nation,

who had filled up the meafure of their

iniquities. The apoftafy and wicked-

nefs of the children of Ifrael required

efpecial correction ; but to prove to

them and to the world, that they flill

were under his peculiar care (as deftined

to fulfil the gracious defigns of his Pro-

vidence), and iubjecled to the power of

an idolatrous nation by the exprefs ap-

pointment of -their God, and not by what

is called the chance of war, or the fu-

perior force of the AfTyrians, it pleafed

God
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God to declare by his fervants the Pro-

phets, while his people dwelt in peace

and fafety, previous even to the threats

of the King of Babylon, the name of the

nation by whom their city and temple

were to be deflroyed, and themfelves

conquered and carried away captive

—

the time when this event was to take

place—the term of years during which

their captivity was to lafl—the name of

their deliverer, Cyrus, by whofe autho-

rity they fhould be reftored to their own

land at the appointed time, with fignal

marks of favour, allowed to rebuild Je-

rufalem, and afterwards to enjoy a period

of fecurity and happinefs. And, not-

withftanding the high improbability that

a people fo long and fo perverfely ad-

dicted to idolatry, fhould renounce the

worfhip of idols, in a city where every

enticement muft have been offered ; at

a time too, when they feemed to be for-

faken by their God, and when many of

the vifible demonflrationsof his prefence

were
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were withdrawn—thefe people, it was

alfo declared, mould remain for ever free

from the fin for which they had fo fe-

verely fuffered ; and faithful to the Law,

which, after their refidence in the ca-

pital of Afiatic luxury and vice, it muft

have been more difficult to obey.

Is it poffible to doubt this people's

conviction of the Divine authority of the

Law of Mofes, and the Divine infpira-

tion of their Prophets ? Can any rational

ground be afligned for this conviction,

except the continuity of pofitive evi-

dence ?

Cyrus, who was thus to " proclaim li-

berty to the captive," and to " break

their bonds in funder," was alfo an-

nounced as the " fcourge" of their op-

prerTors. He was to " take the city of

Babylon," and to " caft down the throne

of the Chaldees." The mighty con-

queror of the Eaft was to " give glory

to
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to the God" of the obfcure and captive

children " of Ifrael," for the victories and

the dominions he had obtained by his

arms ; and to " publifh among the Gen-

tile nations, the greatnefs and the power

of the Lord Jehovah/' whofe name, from

the fuccefs of the Babylonians againfl his

chofen people, they had ignorantly blaf-

phemed, and levelled with the imaginary

deities of the numerous kingdoms, which

had fallen victims to AfTyrian tyranny.

Could any thing but abfolute con-

viction of the truth of the wonderful

hiflory of the Jews, and demonstrative

evidence of the accurate fulfilment of

the Prophetic word of their God, have

induced the enlightened Cyrus to fend

forth an edict for fuch a purpofe to the

nations, who would probably efteem it

as derogatory to his own glory ?

The fate of Babylon was diftinctly

pronounced at the fame diftance of time,

and
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and the caufes of her exemplary punim-

ment particularly explained as a warning

to all generations, who are foiemnly

called upon to remember both the Pro-

phecy and the judgment againft the city

which had impioufly " ftriven againft

the Lord:"—" Remember the former

things of old, for I am God, and there is

none elfe ; I am God, and there is none

like me, declaring the end from the be-

ginning, and from antient times the

things that are not yet done, faying, My
counfel fhall (land, and I will do all my
pleafure."

" Sit thou filent
f
, and get thee into

darknefs, O daughter of the Chaldeans

;

for thou (halt be no more called the

lady of kingdoms. Behold, I am againft

thee, O deftroying mountain, which de-

ftroyeft the whole earth, for thou art

proud againft the Lord, againft the Holy

f Ifalahxlvii. 5. x. 5, &c.

k One
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One of Ifrael. I was wroth with my
people, I have polluted mine inheritance,

and given them into thine hand, O Af-

fyrian, the rod of mine anger: hozvbeit

thou meanejl not fo, nor doth thine heart

think fo, but it is in thine heart to de-

ftroyy and cut off nations not a few—
thou fayeft, Are not my princes alto-

gether kings—fhall I not, as I have done

to Samaria and her idols, fo do to Jeru-

falem and her idols ?—Thou didft fhow

my people no mercy, upon the antient

haft thou very heavily laid the yoke, and

thou faidft, I fhall be a lady for ever

—

Thou haft trufted in thy wickednefs;

thou haft faid, None feeth me : thy wif
dom and thy knowledge it hath per-

verted thee, and thou haft faid in thine

heart, I am, and none elfe befides me—
therefore (hall evil come upon thee, thou

fhalt not know from whence it rifeth

:

and mifchief fhall fall upon thee, thou

fhalt not be able to put it off: and de-

folation fhall come upon thee fuddenly,

which
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which thou ihalt not know—Thou didft

not lay thefe things to heart, neither

didft thou remember the latter end of

it—Wherefore it fhall come to pafs, that

when the Lord hath performed his whole

work upon Mount Zion and on Jeru-

falem, I will punifh the flout heart of

the King of AfTyria, and the glory of his

high looks ; for he faith, By the Jlrength

of my hand I have done it, and by my

wifdom, for I am prudent—Shall the ax

boaft itfelf againjl htm that hezveth there-

with f—Go up, O Elam ; befiege, O
Media; all the fighing which (he was

the caufe of have I made to ceafe. Re-

compence her according to her work

—

becaufe it is the vengeance of the Lord,

the vengeance of his Temple—the day

of the Lord is at hand, a day cruel with

wrath and fierce anger to lay the land

defolate ; behold I will punifh the King

of Babylon, as I have punifhed the King

of Aflyria [in the deftruction of Ni-

neveh] I will cut off from Babylon the

k 2 name
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name and the remnant, from generation

to generation fhall it lay wafte."

What a defcription is this of the

Prefcience, the Omnipotence, the retri-

butive Juftice, and the over-ruling Pro-

vidence of God, directing all things,

even the oppofing fprings of human

action, to execute the uniform defign

of his unchanging will ! Can the bed

wrought veil of Metaphyfics obfeure

thefe radiant characters of truth ? Can

the utmoft ftrength or art of infidelity

prevent their indelible impreflion on the

mind of unfophifticated man, when thus

united with the power of FaSis f

CLASS
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CLASS L
\

CHAPTER THE SEVENTH.

The appearance of the MeJJiah according t&

the precife Time predicted by Daniel 537
Tears before his Birth,.

DANIEL was favoured with many re-

velations of the Divine will, and {up-

ported by the Divine power in a very re-

markable manner. He was honoured^

with the nrft diftinctions in the court

of Perfia, and his piety and his wifdom

were equally confpicuous. In one point

he differs from all other Prophets, and

becomes an object of attention pecu-

liarly interesting to us ; for to him was

communicated the exact time when the

k 3 Median.
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Memah would appear : and he likcwifc

predicted the time of many of the prin-

cipal events which were to take place

after the eftablifhrnent of the Median's

kingdom, with fuch accuracy, as to run

parallel with the Revelation of St. John,

and extend to the end of the world. In

the following Prophecy we (hall find the

exact time of the manifeftation of the

Memah, clearly determined*.

Seventy -weeks are determined upon thy

people, and upon thy holy city, to finiflo the

trarfgreffion, and to make an end offins, and

to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to

bring in everlofting righteoufnefs, and tofeal

up the vifion and prophecy, and to anoint

the moji Holy. Know therefore and under*

fiand, that from the goingforth of the com-

mandment to reflore and to build Jerufalem

unto the Meffiah the Prince fhall be feven

weeks, and three/core and two weeks : the

* Daniel ix. 24, 23, 26, 27.

Greet
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Jlreet Jhall be built again, and the zvall,

even in troublous times. And after three-

/core and two weeksfloall MeJJiah be cut off,

but not for himjelf : and the people of the

prince that Jhall come Jhall defiroy the city

and thefancluary ; and the end thereofJhall

be with a flood, and unto the end ofthe war

deflations are determined. And he Jhall

confirm the covenant with many for one

week : and in the midfl of the zveek he Jhall

caufe the facrifice and the oblation to ceafey

and Jor the overfpreading oj abominations

he Jhall make it defolatey even until the

confummation, and that determined fljall be

poured upon the defolate.

The leading circumftances to be con- y ^y

fidered in examining the accomplilh- 5497

ment of this prediction, are, the com-

pletion of the time fpecified, and the

events connected with it. All agree that

thefe 70 weeks are weeks of years, that

is, every day in the week is reckoned as a

year, which makes the whole number

k 4 amount

B.C.

531-
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amount to 490 years. This computa-

tion is not unexampled in profane au-

thors 15

, and is ufed elfewhere in Scrip-

ture. It is ufed in reckoning the years

of the jubilee —the time of fojourning

in the wildernefs d
, and in the Prophecy

ofEzekieK Thefe 70 weeks commence
in the JewiQi month Nifan, or March,

in the feventh year of the reign of Ar-

taxerxes Longimanus, King of Perfia, in

the year of the world 3547, as is clearly

fhown by many accurate Chronologifls,

and proved at large by the learned Pri-

deaux, in his Connection of the Hiftory

of the Old and New Teftament with

Profane Hiftory f
. This was the diftin-

guidled

b See Apthorpe's DifTertations.

c Levit. xxv. 28.

d Numb. xiv. 34.
e Ezek. iv. 5, 6.

f Prideaux, vol. i. p. 208. Bofiuet, p. 228.

Smith's Summary View, p. 165. lUfer Annales,

torn. i. p. 195. torn. ii. p. 568. Jofephi Antiq.

Jud. 1. xi. c. 5. Gray's Key to the Old Teftament,

P- 4H>
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guifhed year and month in which Ezra,

the Leader of the Jews, obtained a com-

miflion for his return to Jerufalem, in

order to reftore the government of that

city and the fervice of the Temple. And
the 70 weeks were completed in the

month Nifan in the year of the world

4037. This was the ever memorable

year and month, when Jems Chrift, the

Median, clofed his Divine million, and

fuffered death upon the crofs.

It is evident that various events are

predicted by Daniel in this remarkable

Prophecy. The'MeJJiah Jhall be cut off—
¥he people of the Prince that foall come,

JJmll dejlroythe city and the/ancillary—De-

folations are determined, and the facrifice

and the oblation jhall ceafe for the over-

fpreading of abominations.

Now there are no occurrences in the

p. 414. Mede's- Works, p. 837. Calmet's Di&,

vol. i. p. 398.

k 5 Jewifh
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Jewifh hiftory, to which thefe circum-

ftances can be at all applied except to

the crucifixion of Chrift—the final de-

ftruction of the City and Temple of Je-

rufalem, and the defolation of Judea by

the Romans. But to thofe great events

the words of the Prophecy apply with fuch

fingular exactnefs, that they give a very

energetic and lively defcription of them.

And it may be farther obferved, that

this Prophecy very plainly delineates the

fpiritual purpofes of the Gofpel : for, at

the completion of this great epoch of

the 70 weeks, it is determined to make

reconciliation for iniquity—to bring in ever-

lofting righteoufnefs—and to feal up the

vijion and the Prophecy.—Thus pointing

out Chrift, the Mefliah, who died as the

propitiatory facrifice for the fins of the

world—rofe again to certify that he had

made atonement for fin, and had efta-

blifhed the promifed " kingdom of ever-

lafting righteoufnefs and life"— and

Jealed tip the vijion and the prophecy by

his
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his final revelation of the Divine will to

his beloved difciple St. John, the lafi ot

the Prophets.

Three different periods of time are

included within the 7c weeks, and each

of them is connected with an important

event—The [even weeks to reflore and

rebuild Jerufalem—the three/core and two

weeks in addition to thefe feven weeks,

after which the Meffiah was to be cut

off:—and the midft of the week, in which

he fhould caufe the facrifice and oblation

to ceafe. The firft feries of feven weeks,

being 49 years, relates to the refloration

of the Jews, and the rebuilding Jeru-

falem, begun by Ezra, and completed by

Nehemiah. The oppofition which the

Jews, when returned from captivity, met

with from the Samaritans, prolonged

this facred work exactly for that period

of time, and the obflacles with which

they had to contend, fully confirmed

the words of the Prophet, that the

k 6 wall
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wall Jloould be built in troublous times.

The threefcore and two weeks that fuc-

ceeded added to the foregoing feven, or

in other words 483 years, bring the cal-

culation of time down to the year 4739
of the Julian period, which was the

exact year in which the Gofpel began to

be announced to the world—John the

Baptift having been fent to prepare the

Jews for its reception by his public mi-

niflry, which continued for the fpace of

three years and a half. Its commence-

ment at this period is accurately marked

by the words of Chrift, who faid ex-

prefsly, " the Law and the Prophets

were until John, fince that time the

kingdom of God is preachedC And
our Lord himfelf, in the midfl of the

week, caiifed the facrifice and oblation

to ceafe; for at that time, having com-

pleted the exercife of his Divine miffion

in exactly the fpace of three years and a

s Luke xyi. 16c

half,
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half, he fulfilled the great obje£b of the

ceremonial Law, which was, the type of

atonement for fin, by the facrifice of

himfelf upon the crofs.

The faclis thus predicted by Daniel

will not agree with the ravages com-

mitted by Antiochus Epiphanes in Ju-

dea, great and atrocious as they were.

He proceeded indeed to pollute the

Temple, but he did not entirely deflroy

it ; neither did he exhauft Jerufalem of

all its inhabitants. The Jews at the

clofe of his wars were reftored to peace,

—but, on the contrary, at the period

foretold by Daniel, the defolation was

to begin* and the city and lancluary were

to be deflroyed* So confident were the

Jews, as to the precife application of the

Prophecy, that this faying is flill extant

in the Talmud, as the tradition of very

antient times\ " In Daniel is delivered

h Chandler's Defence, p. 1

1

6.

to
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to us the end of the Meffiah ;"—that is,

the period at which he ought to come,

as Jarchi, a celebrated doctor of the

Law, explains it. Nehumias, likewife a

learned Rabbi, who lived fifty years be-

fore the Chriftian era, declared, " that

the time fixed by Daniel for the Mef-

fiah, could not be more than fifty years

before it was accomplished. " Jofephus

obferves*, that " Daniel did not only

predict things to come, which was com-

mon to him with other Prophets, but

alfo a certain fixed time when they were

to take place. He did not only fore-

tel the calamity that afflicted our nation

by Antiochus many years before it hap-

pened ; but he alfo wrote of the domi-

nion of the Romans, and of the great

defolation they fhould hereafter bring

upon Judea." In no pafTage, except in

this Prophecy of the 70 weeks, does

Daniel fpeak of the defolation which his

country was to fuffer from the Romans,

1 Jofeph. Antiq. Jud. lib. x. c. 11.

and
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and in no other paffage is a precife time

fixed for thefe events. We may there-

fore be confident, that Jofephus referred

to this particular Prophecy. And, in-

deed, it is acknowledged by the Jews

themfelves, that at the time when Jems

appeared, the Meffiah was expected ; and

that the period, which Daniel had fixed,

expired a fhort time before the City and

Temple were deflroyed by Titus—before

the cuftomary facrifices were abolifhed

—and before the Jewifh government

was overthrown k
.

How flrong this expectation was

among the Jews, and how general

* Fergufon, the celebrated Aftronomer, wrote a

Treatife on the year of our Saviour's crucifixion.

He illuilrates this Prophecy of Daniel by applying

to it the rules and calculations of his favourite

fcience. He concludes his Treatife with the fol-

lowing words—" Thus we have an Agronomical

demonftration of the truth of this antient Prophecy,

feeing that the Prophetic year of the Median's being

cut off was the very fame with the Aftronomical."

throughout
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throughout the world, is evident from

both facred and profane hiflorians. The
Scriptures inform us, that at the precife

time when our Saviour appeared, the

Jews expected fome perfon endowed

with fuch qualities, and diflinguifhed by

fuch actions, as the facred writers at-

tribute to the Meffiah. Not only Si-

meon, and Anna theFrophetefs 1 " waited

for the confolation of Ifrael," but many
other devout perfons were infpired with

the fame hope, and thought that the

Kingdom of God was at hand. This

expectation was not confined to the

vulgar and illiterate; for as foon as John

the Baptift began to preach, a deputation

of Priefls and Levites was fent to afk

him, whether he was the Chri(t
m

. When
the people faw the miracles of our Lord,

they concluded that their promifed king

would immediately be manifefted".—And
1 Luke ii. 25, 8cc.

m John i. 19.

* Luke xix. ii,

con-
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conftantly cherifhing the pleating hope

of his arrival, they afked the Scribes

and Pharifees that remarkable queflion,

" When Chriil cometh, will he do more

miracles than thefe which this man hath

done? "

Convinced by his wonderful works,

many openly acknowledged " this is in

truth the Prophet who was to come into

the world." The jealoufy, which Herod

entertained agar^ft Chrift, proceeded

from an apprehenfion that he would de-

clare himfelf the expected King of the

Jews ; and Jofephus exprefsly fays p
,

<c That the chief motive, which infti-

gated the Jews to rebel againft the Ro-

mans, was, a Prophecy found in the

Scriptures, that at that time a perfon

fhould arife from their country, who
fhould obtain the empire of the world."

The Samaritans entertained the feme

• John vii. 31.

P Jofeph. de Bell. Jud. lib. vii. c. 5.

hope,
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hope, not fo much derived from the Jews,

whom they hated, as from the tefiimony

of the Scriptures themfelves, and the

mod antient traditions and interpreta-

tions of Scripture.

It is a very flriking fact in proof of the

general belief of the Jewilh nation re-

flecting the time of the Me/Iiah's ap-

pearance, that from the death of Herod

the Great, when Judas of Galilee and

Simon firft afTumed the title of Kings

and Deliverers of the 'Jews, to the de-

finition of the Temple, the Jewilh hif-

tory is filled with the names and actions

of falfe Chrifh and falfe Prophets, who

deceived both the Jews and the Sama-

ritans—None appeared before this period,

and not more than one for five or fix

centuries after it.

According as the Reader fhall reject

or admit the hypothecs concerning the

religion of the caftern nations, which

many
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many learned authors s have laboured to

^ftabli&i he will fuppofe the general ex-

pectation which prevailed among the

heathen nations to owe its origin to the

difperiion of Daniel's Prophecy by the

Jews, or he wiil trace it to the Patri-

archal ages. The univerfality of this

expectation would alone render it highly

probable that the knowledge of Pro-

phecy confirmed and corrected tradition,

rather than produced it. But if it be

granted, and I fee not how it can be

denied, that the hope of a Redeemer

was given in the very earliefl times, and

continued to exift throughout the world,

though obfeured and deformed by alle-

gory and idolatry, probability rifes al-

moil into certainty.

* See Maurice's Indian Ant. and Hid. and

Afiatic Refearches, where the mafs of evidence

collected upon this curious and important fubjecl

will be found fufficiently ftrong to baffle the attacks

of modern philofophy.

The
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The confidence and eagernefs with

which the Pagans looked for this

<c mighty Prince, who was to reftore

the golden age," is fcarcely to be ac-

counted for upon the fuppofition, that

they receivxd the firfi intimation of this

great event from the Jews, who were

too much accullomed to interpret the

promife of the Mefiiah as exclufively

beneficial to themfelves. But when, by

the tranflation of the infpired writings

into a language very generally under-

ftood, and by the increafed intercourfe

among the learned of all countries, it

was found that the Prophecies contained

in the writings of this lingular people

(whofe wonderful hiflory muft add au-

thority to their Scriptures) perfectly

agreed with a tradition which had ex-

ifted from the mod remote antiquity,

hope would gradually gain ftrength, and

fpread itfelf among the people. The
particular information giv.n by Daniel

concerning the time when " the Defire

of

idhHrii
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of all nations*
1

was to appear, would

animate enquiry, and the general ftate

of the world was calculated to heighten

expectation. Thus the common belief

aiTerted by the hiflorians who wrote

concerning this remarkable period, be-

comes clearly explicable—the worlhip

of the Magi will ceafe to excite furprife,

—and the dying injunction of Confu-

cius in the diftant regions of China, will

no longer appear incredible. " A great

Leghlator—a mighty conqueror, who
was to deliver the world from evil

—

eftablifh .the kingdom of peace and blifs

—renew the happinefs of the golden

age, and extend his aufpicious domi-

nion over the whole earth," are terms in

which this expectation is exprefTed by

many very antient authors r
. And we

find this fubject particularly mentioned

r Prideaux, vol. ii. p. 492. 1 Mace. iv. 46.

xiv. 41. Kidder's Demonftration of the Mefluh,

part i. p. 13. Chandler's Defence, c. i. The In-

dian Vedas.

by
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by the hiftorians who wrote near the

time of our Lord's appearance.

Julius Marathus, quoted by Sueto-

nius in his life of Odlavius, mentions a

Prophecy which then prevailed, that

" Nature was about to bring forth a

fon, that fhould be King of the Ro-

mans s." It is true, Flattery applied this

Prophecy to the Emperor -, but (he bor-

rowed it from Public Opinion, drawn

from a higher Source. Tacitus affirms «,

" that a perfuafion prevailed with great

numbers, that it was evident from the

antient books of the priefls, that at the

time when Titus conquered the Jews,

the Eaft fhould have the pre-eminence,

s This phrafe exprefles fbmething more than

ordinary both in the caufe and the effect ; for here

nature herfelf, or the God of nature, is made the

immediate agent of his birth j and be mull far ex-

ceed the condition of mere humanity, who was to

derive his origin from fuch a parent. Prideaux,

vol. ii. p. 492.
1 Taciti Hift. c. xiii.

and
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and that thofe who camefrom Jndea fliould

obtain the empire of the world." An
antient and general opinion (fays Sueto-

nius 11

) had very much prevailed over

all parts of the Eafl, that it was or-

dained by the fates, for thofe who came

from Judea to obtain the fupreme domi-

nion." It mould be obferved, that Sue-

tonius, Tacitus, and Jofephus, were by

no means inclined to favour the Chrifl-

ian caufe j— that their opportunities

of being well informed rendered them

fully competent to fpeak to the Fa5i-^*

and that this expectation did generally

prevail at the precife time when Jefus

Chrift, the Mefliah—the Prince—fo par-

ticularly defcribed by Daniel, was mani^

fefted to the world.

u In Vefpafian, c. 4.

CLASS
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CLASS L

CHAPTER THE EIGHTH.

The Promife of John the Baptifi, the Mef-

fenger, or Forerunner of the Meffiah,

given 400 Tears before his Birth,

BEHOLD, I willfend my mejfenger, mid

he floall prepare the way before me : and

the Lord, whom ye feek, fhallfuddenly come

to his temple, even the mejfenger of the co-

venant , whom ye delight in : behold, he

fhall come, faith the Lord of hofs. But

who may abide the day of his coming ? and

who fliallfiand zvhen he appeareth f for he

is like a refiner sfire, and like fuller
}

s fope :

and he fl)all fit as a refiner and purifier of

filver : and hefhall purify thefons of Levi,

and purge them as gold andfilver, that they

may
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may offer unto the Lord an offering in right

teou/ne/s. 'Then /hall the offering of Judah

and Jeru/alem be pieafant unto the Lord, as

in the days of old, and as informer years.

And I will come near to you to judgment ;

and I will be a fwift witnefs againft the

forcerers, and againft the adulterers, and

againft falfe/wearers, and againft tho/e that

opprefs the hireling in his wages, the widozv,

and the fatherle/s, and that turn aftde the

Jiranger from his right, andfear not me,

faith the Lord of bofts. For I am the

Lord, I change not ; there/ore ye forts of

Jacob are not con/umed.

Behold, I will /end you Elijah the Pro-

phet before the coming of the great and

dreadful day of the Lord; and he fhall

turn the heart of thefathers to the children,

and the heart ofthe children to theirfathers,

left I come andfmite the earth zvith a curfe a
.

There can be no queflion concerning

* Mai. iii. i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. iv. 5, 6.

L the
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the application of this Prophecy to fome

perfon who was to be of Jewifli extrac-

tion, and who was to appear before the

defhruciion of Jerufalem, becaufe this

mejjenger was to prepare the way for

the Lord, zvho zvas to come fuddenly to

his Temple. The difputes, whether this

Temple was identically that which was

built immediately after the Babylonifh

captivity, or whether it was rebuilt ra-

ther than repaired by Herod, are not ma-

terial ; it is enough for us to know that

a Temple, dedicated to the worfhip of

God according to the Mofaic inftitu-

tions, was {landing from the time of Ma-
lachi to the time of John the Baptift

—

that Jefus was acknowledged by thofe

" who had waited for the promifes of

God," to be the Chrift when firfl pre-

fented in the Temple ;—and that foon

after the rejection of this Meffiah by the

Jews, this Temple was deftroyed, and

no other has ever been fince rebuilt. In

all the compafs of the Jewifli hiftory for

the intermediate fpace of 400 years, no

perfon
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perfon can be found to whom this Pro-

phecy can be applied with any degree

of probability ; except to John the Bap-

tift, who appeared at the time which

had been exprefsly marked for the com-

ing of the Meffiah, as we (hall fee in the

following chapter. To him it applies fo

clofely as to point out with Angular pre-

cifion his office and character, and the

fubflance of his precepts and exhorta-

tions.

There were many proofs fufficiently

clear to have fatisfied all the Jews, if

their prejudices had not been of the

mod flubborn nature, that a Prophet

fimilar to Elias, and not Elias himfelf,

was intended to be announced by. Ma-
lachi. The angel Tent to Zecharias,

made a declaration to this purpofe the

moil full and direct. At the time when

he exprefsly ordained that the name of

the promiied child mould be Johriy he

declared as exprefsly the nature of the

l 2 com-
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commifiion which he was to execute, in

the very words of Malachi b
,
" and he

fliall go before him [the Lord] in the

fpirit and power of Elias, to turn the

hearts of the fathers to the children, and

the difobedient to the wifdom of the

juft, to make ready a people prepared

for the Lord." When the difciples of

John came to Jefus for complete fatif-

faclion whether he was the expected

Mefliah or not, our Lord took occafion

to give the mod full and illuftrious te{~

timony to the dignity of their mailer,

and the mod clear decifion of the point

in queflion c
. And after the glorious

transfiguration of our Lord upon the

mountain, when Mofes and Elias, or Eli-

jah, the two greater!: Prophets under the

Law, had held a divine conference with

him, our Lord exprefsly affirmed, " Elias

is come already, and they knew him not,

b Luke i. i 7.

1 c Matt. xi. 9, io ; u, 12, 13, 14, 15. Lukevii,

26, &c.

but



[ 221 ]

but have done unto him whatfoever

they lifted." This allufion is conlidered

as fufficiently plain, for it is immediately

added by the facred hiftorians, that the

difciples underftood that he fpake of

John the BaptiftA"

The refemblance between the office

and character of the Elijah foretold by

Malachi, and of John the Baptifl as de-

fcribed in the Gofpels^ is indeed exact.

The Prophet declares that Elijah was to

come before the great and terrible day of

the Lord, which time has ever been

underftood to refer, in its primary fenfe,

to the complete deftruction of Jeru-

falem by the Romans. The Evange-

lifts afTert, that when John appeared,

the day of zvrath was coming—the ax

was laid at the root of the tree. Ma-
lachi predicts that a meffenger fliall be

fent to prepare the way of the Lord,

John exhorted the people to repent

d Matt. xvii. 12, 13.

l 3 with
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with more than common earneftnefs,

" becaufe the kingdom of heaven was at

hand/' or immediately coming. From this,

and from other Prophecies e
, the Jews

expected that Elias would be the pre-

curfor of the Mefliah, that he would

publicly announce his approach, anoint

him King, and introduce him to the

people. John was the voice crying in

the zvi/dernefs, that one was coming migh-

tier than himfe/f, whofe Jhoes he zvas not

worthy to bear. In obedience to the

requefl of Him whom he knew to be

the Meffiah, John baptized Jefus in the

river Jordan, before he entered upon his

publick miniftry, and teftified in the

prefence of the affembled multitudes,

that " he faw the fpirit of God defend-

ing from heaven like a dove," (emble-

matic of the character of the Chriflian

difpenfation) "and that it refted upon

Him" whom he declared to be " the

Lamb of God which taketh away the

e
Ifaiah xl. ij.

fins



[ 223 ]

fins of the world—the long expected

King of Ifrael—even the Son of the mod
High." It is evident then, that the par-

ticular nature of an office, or commif-

fion, and not the exact identity of a

perfon, was the point which the Prophet

Malachi had in view.

The teflimony of the angel, and the

declaration of Chrift himfelf, explaining

the nature of the million of the Baptift,

and mewing the ftrict reference of the

Prophecies to him, agree precifely witft

his manner of life and general con-

duct.

The external appearance ofJohn, his un-

remitting auflerity of life, his active zeal,

his bold rebuke of vice, and his exhort-

ation to the degenerate race of his coun-

trymen, to repent of their fins, that they-

might avoid impending judgments, were

circumftances perfectly fimilar to the

hiftory of Elias. It is therefore alfo evi-

l 4 dent,
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dent, that the Prophecy of Malachi was

fully accomplished in the perfon of John
the Baptift, the mefTenger, or forerun-

ner of the Mefliah, who, in conformity

with the eailern cuftom of officers being

lent to announce the approach of princes

and kings, preceded him, and prepared

the way for his reception f
.

I mud be allowed to requeft the

Reader's particular attention to this laft

f The teftimony of Jofephus to the character of

John the Baptift agrees with the prophecy of Ifaiah

and Malachi, and the narratives of the Evange-

lifts. " Herod put to death John the Baptift, who-

was a juft man, and had called upon the Jews

to be baptized and to practife virtue, exercifing

both juftice towards men, and piety towards God.

And many coming to him, for they were wonder-

fully taken with his difcourfes, Herod was feized

with apprehensions, left by his authority they

fhould be led into fedition. The Jews were of opL

nion that the deftruclion of Herod's army was a

puniftiment upon him for putting the Baptift to

death." Lardner's Jewifh Teft, vol. vii. p. 116.

link
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link of the chain of Prophets, which

reached from Mofes to Malachi, as one

of the many circumftances to prove the

gradual preparation made for the Gof-

pel of Jems Chrifl.

•

During the interval of 4C0 years

between this laft Prophecy under the

Old Difpenfation, and its fulfilment*

the fecond Temple was indeed {land-

ing, but it could not boafl the vi-

fible glory of Jehovah, like that which

had diftinguifhed the firft. There were

no appointed means of enquiring the

will of God by means of the High
Priefl. The people obferved the Lav/

of Mofes, but no Prophet arofe among
them. They were fufficiently enlight-

ened to look for their predicted Meffiah

with a degree of anxiety and impatience,

that might have weakened their attach-

ment to the Covenant, which it appeared

to be the pleafure of God to alter, if not

to abrogate. And the feries of the Pro-

l 5 phets
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phets clofed with a direct promife of a

" meffenger in the fpirit and power of

Elias," (who had been mofl diftinguifhed

by vifible marks of the Divine favour)

to precede the Lord, who mould come

fuddenly^ to his Temple—who fliould

be like* a refiner's fire to purify his

people in his great and dreadful day,

when all the proud, yea, and all that do

wickedly, (ball be fiubble, and mall be

burnt up. " But to thofe who fear the

name of God, he mould arife as the Sun

of Righteoufnefs, with healing in his

wings, to make his name great among
the Gentiles, that in every place incenfe

mould be offered to the name of God,

and a pure offering."

CLASS
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CLASS I.

CHAPTER THE NINTH.

The Prophetic Defcription of the Birth,

Characler, Miffion, Sufferings, Death,

Refurreclion, and Afcenfion, of the Mef-

Jiah, compared zvith his Hijiory written

by the Evangelifts after his Afcenfwn

into Heaven..

SO clear and fo full are the declarations

of Ifaiah relative to the coming of the

Mefliah, the nature of his kingdom, and

the benefits refulting to mankind from

its eftablifhment, that he has with very

great propriety been called the Evan-

gelical Prophet. One of his predictions

in particular can never be too frequently

brought forward, as an inftance of a re-

l 6 velation
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velation of the Divine will directed to

one uniform courfe of circumftances and

events. The regularity of its plan is

unbroken, it is complete in its various

parts, and it flands detached from other

fubjects. It is a ftriking picture, of

which the outlines are ftrongly marked,

and the colours are natural and lively.

The form of expreffion is remarkable,

for the Prophet fpeaks of things to come,

as if they were either prefent or paft.

Fully occupied by the importance of his

fubject, and carried forward to diflant

times, he flies over the interval between

the prediction and its fulfilment, and

writes in the manner of an exact and

faithful hiftorian\

He is defpifed and refeSIed of men; a

man offorrows ^ and acquainted zvith grief:

and zve hid as it were ourfaces from him .;

he was defpifed, and we efieemed him not.

a Iiaiah liii. 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 j, 12.

Surely
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Surely he hath borne our griej% and carried

our forrows : yet we did efteem him firickenr

Jmitten of God, and afflicled. But he was

wounded for our tranfgrejfwns, he was

bruifed for our iniquities ; the chqftifement

of our peace was upon him ; and zvith his

Jiripes zve are healed. He was opprejjed,

and he zvas afflicled, yet he opened not his

mouth : he is brought as a lamb to the

/laughter, and as afheep before her fhearers

is dumb, fo he openeth not his mouth. He
was taken from prifon and from judgment

:

and zvho fhall declare his generation f for

he zvas cut off out of the land of the living t

for the tranfgreffion of my people was he

firicken. And he made his grave with the

wicked, and zvith the rich in his death ; be-

caufe he had done no violence, neither was

any deceit in his mouth. 2'et it pleafed the

Lord to bruife him ; he hath put him to

grief : when thoufhalt make his foul an of-

feringfor fin, he flmll fee hisfeed, he fhall

prolong his days, and the pleafure of the

Lordfhall pro/per in his hand. He fl:allfee

of
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of the travail of his foul, and fhall be fatif-

jied : by his knowledge fhall my righteous

fervant juftify many ; for hefhall bear their

iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a

portion with the greats and he flmll divide

the fpoil with the Jlrong ; becaufe he hath

poured out his foul unto death ; and he was
' numbered zvith the tranfgreffors ; and he

bare the fin of many, and made intercejfion

for the tranfgrejjbrs.

This Prophecy is an exact anticipa-

tion of fome of the moil remarkable cir-

cumftances relating to the life and death

of Chrift, and the great benefits of his

paflion. And to prove that it was lite-

rally accomplifhed in our Saviour, we

need only bring together the parallel paf-

fages in the prophetic and in the hifloric

writings b
.

He

b John xii. 37. Matt. viii. 16. Rom. iv. 25.

Galat. i. 4. t Pet. ii. 24. t Tim. ii. 6. Matt.

xxvi. 63. xxvii. 38. 1 Pet. ii. 22. 2 Cor. v. 21..

Rom
1
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He zvas defpifed and rejected of men, for,

as he himfelf declared ^ "the fon of man
had not where to lay his head ; and

though he had done lb many miracles,

yet the greater part of the Jews be-

lieved not on him."

—

He was a man of

forrows, and acquainted with grief-, for

" he wept at the tomb of Lazarus,

mourned the approaching deflruction of

Jerufalem, and exprefTed continual for-

row for the fins and diltrefTes of man-

kind."

—

Surely he hath borne our griefs, for

" he was delivered for our offences, and

was raifed again for our j unification."-—

He zvas wounded for our tranfgrejfions, and

bruifed for our iniquities, for " he gave

Rom. v. lS. Matt, xxvii. 57, 58. Col. ii. 13.

Mark xv. 27. Heb. vii. 25.

I refer the Reader forfome excellent remarks on

this Prophecy, to Paley's Evidences, vol. ii. p. 1.

It is much to be wilhed, that this very able Divine

had applied the acutenefs of his penetration, and

the peculiar vigour of his understanding, to a full

elucidation of this important part of his fubjecl:.

himfelf
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himfelf for our fins, that he might de-

liver us from this prefent evil world."

—

The chafiijement of our peace was upon him,

and with his flripes we are healed, for

" his own felf bare our lins in his own
body on the tree, that we being dead

to fin, fhould live unto righteoufnefs."

—

The Lord bath laid on him the iniquity of

us all, for " he gave himfelf a ranfom for

all."

—

He was oppreffed and he was af-

flicted, yet he opened not his mouth. When
brought before the High prieft, " Jefus

held his peace."

—

He was cut out of the

land of the livings for " he was crucified

in the flower of his age." He made his

grave zvith the wicked, and with the rich

in his death, for " when the evening, after

his crucifixion, was come, there came a

rich man of Arimathea, named Jofeph,

and begged the body of Jefus, and laid

it in his own new tomb."

—

He had done

no violence, neither zvas any deceit in his

mouthy for " he did no fin, neither was

guile found in his mouth."-—His foul was

made
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made an offering for Jin, for "God made
him to be fin for us, who knew no fin."

—

By his knowledge did the righteous Jervant

(or fou) jiijiify many, for " by the righte-

oufnefs of one, the free gift came upon

all men unto justification of life."

—

He
divided the fpoil with the great, for " hav-

ing fpoiled principalities and powers, he

made a fhow of them openly, triumph-

ing over them."

—

He was numbered with

the tranfgrejfors, for " with him they cru-

cified two thieves."

—

He made intercejjion

for the tranfgreffbrs, for "he is able to

fave finners, to the uttermoft, that come

unto God by him, feeing he ever liveth

to make intercefTion for them."

Struck by the exact application of this

paffage to the character and fufTer'ngs of

Chrift, the devout Eunuch of .Ethiopia

liftened to the explanatory narrative ofSt.

Philip , and became a zealous convert to

the faith. In this inftance the power of

c A&s viii. 26.

Pro-
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Prophecy, as one great evidence of the

truth of Chriftianity, was eminently dis-

played. And I cannot help reminding

the Reader of another inftance in the

cafe of a profligate nobleman of this

country, who in the laft century was in-

famous for his vices, and exemplary for

his repentance. Upon the bed of death,

he liftened with eager curiofity io the

pious Prelate, who illuftrated* to him

this remarkable pafTage of Ifaiah, and

died a true believer in an afflicted and

perfecuted Saviour d
.

The coming of the Meffiah and the

nature of his kingdom, as we have be-

fore obferved, form the leading Subjects

of prophetical infpiration. The tefli-

mony of Jefus is clearly, and mofl emi-

nently the fpirit of Prophecy. To him

all the Prophets give witnefs, and around

him they throw the beams of their unit-

d Burnet's Life of Lord Rochester.

ed
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ed light. As a proof of the truth of this

afTertion, we fhall now felect fome fcat-

tered predictions, that mark with as

great exactnefs certain nice and difcri-

minating c ireumfiances relative to the

promifed Mefliah , and fubjoin to each

of them thofe extracts from the writings

of the Evangelifts and Apoftles, which

fliow their completion.

The Prophet Micah points out the

place where the Meffiah was to be born,

and the tribe from which he was tofpring 6
.

But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou

be little among the thoufands of Judah 9 yet

out of thee fhall he come forth unto me
9
that

is to be ruler in Ifrael. All the Evange-

lifts mention that Jefus was born in

Bethlehem of Judea ; and that fuch was

an undoubted fact, St. Paul informs us

when he afferts, " that it is evident our

Lord fprang out of Judah."

e The Prophecies and their correfpondent com-

pletion. Micah v. 2. Matt. ii. 1. Heb. xi. 14.

Ifaiah
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liaiah declares f that he fliall be de-

fcended from David, and be born of a

pure virgin. A virgin Jhall conceive and

bear a Jon, and theyJhall call his name hn*

manuel—There Jhall come a rod out of the

Jlem of JeJJe, and the Spirit of the Lord

Jhall rejl upon him, and the Jpirit of wifdom

and under/landing. The defcent of Jo-

feph the reputed father, and of Mary the

mother of our Lord, is regularly traced

from David the fon of JefTe, by the

Evangelifts. " Mary was found with child

by the Holy Ghoft.—When Jefus was

baptized by John in the river Jordan,

the Spirit of God defcended like a dove,

and lighted upon him." His life and

doctrine fully mowed that the Spirit of

the Lord, the Spirit of wifdom and un-

derstanding, did indeed reft or remain

with him always, <c for it was not given

unto him by meafure."

f Ifaiah vii. 14. Matt, i, 20. Luke iii. 23.

Matt. iii. 16.

Rifing
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Rifing to a loftier drain of defcription,

Ifaiah reprefents the dignity of his na-

ture and attributes, and among other

appropriate epithets, gives him one that

peculiarly marks the mild and heavenly

purpofe of his Gofpels. Unto us a child

is born, unto us a Jon is given : and the go-

vernment Jhall be upon his Jhoulder : and

his name Jhall be called Wonderful, Conn-

Jellor, the mighty God, the everlajling Fa-

ther, the Prince of Peace.—Thus our Sa-

viour himfelf inftructs Nicodemus, "that

God fo loved the world that he gave his

only begotten Son;" and St. Paul de-

clares what is indeed proved by the whole

tenor of the Evangelical Hiftory, " that

God hath in thefe lafl times fpoken unto

us by his Son." He declares likewife,

" that Chrift is the wifdom of God and

the power of God—that he is our peace,

and the Lord of peace himfelf—the

s Ifaiah ix. 6. John iii. 16. Heb. i. 2. Ephef.

ii. 14. 1 Cor. i, 24. Col. i. 15, 17, 20. 2 ThefV.

iii. 16. Heb. i. 3.

image
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image of the invifible God—that he is

before all things, and by him all things

confilt—the brightnefs of his Father's

glory, and the exprefs image of his per-

fon." The Evangeliils h alfert, that the

voice heard from heaven, when our Lord

was baptized in the river Jordan, de-

clared, "This is my beloved Son." The
government was given to him, for he

caft out evil fpirits, he over-ruled the

Laws of nature by his miraculous pow-

er—and " he had all power given unto

him both in heaven and earth." At his

birth the angels, in their fong of tri-

umph, declared "peace on earth and good

will towards men/' thus celebrating his

high and gracious office, as Redeemer of

a finful world, and marking the charac-

terises of the mild and benevolent re-

ligion he came to eftablilh.

Ifaiah likewife fpecifies the particular

b Matt. iii. 17. Ifaiah ix. 6. -Matt, xxviii. 18.

Luke ii. 14.

kinds
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kinds of miracles, by which the divine

origin of the Chriflian Revelation fhould

be proved.

1 Then the eyes ofthe blindJhall be opened,

and the ears of the deaf Jhall be unfopped.

Then floall the lame man leap as an hart,

and the tongue of the dumb fng. The fol-

lowing words of Chriil, when fpeaking

particularly of his miracles to the difci-

ples ofJohn, and which plainly refer to the

Prophecies, are confirmed by the Gof-

pels, in the fulleft manner. " The blind

receive their fight, and the lame walk ;

the lepers are cleanfed, and the deaf

hear, the dead are railed up."

The reward given by the High Priefls

to Judas the betrayer, is exactly fpe-

cified by Zechariah k
. They weighed for

my price thirty pieces of fiver. Thus the

1 Ifaiah xxxv. 5, 6. Matt. x'. 5.

k Zech. ix. 9. Matt. xxi. 5. John xii. 14.

Evan-
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Evangelifts relate, that " Judas Ifcariot

went unto the chief Priefts, and faid

unto them, What will ye give me, and I

will deliver him unto you ? And they

covenanted with him for thirty pieces of

filver."

The cruel and moft undeferved treat-

ment, which he fuffered previous to his

death, is thus mentioned by Ifaiah 1
. /

gave my back to the fmiters, and my cheeks

to them that plucked off the hair : I hid not

myfacefrom foam e andfpitting. It is par-

ticularly recorded " that they did fpit in

his face, and buffet him, and that others

fmote him with the palms of their

hands."

His particular kind of death, by being

nailed to a crofs, is defcribed by Da-

vid 111
. They pierced my hands and myfeet.

1 Ifaiah 1. 6. Matt. xxvi. 6f.
m Pfalm xxii. i6. Matt, xxvii. 35.

And



[ *4i ]

And the Evangelifls fay exprefsly that

V the Jews crucified him."

And the particular kind of drink that

was offered him is mentioned likewife by

David n
. They gave me alfo gall for my

meaty and in my thirft they gave me vinegar

to drink. The Evangelifls relate, that
<c they gave him vinegar to drink min-

gled with gall."

And the manner likewife, in which

his garments were adjudged to the fol-

diers who attended his execution, is ex-

actly ftated in the Pfalms . They part my

garments among them, and caft lots upon my

vejhtre. Thus in the Gofpels it is parti-

cularly mentioned, " that they parted his

raiment and caft lots for his coat, as it

was without feam, and woven from the

top throughout."

n Piaim lxix. 21. Matt, xxvii. 34.

• Pfalm xxii. 18. John xix. 23.

m The
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The manner of his interment is fore-

told by Ifaiah p
. That he jhould make his

grave zvith the rich. Thus " a rich man of

Arimathea, named Jofeph, took the bo-

dy of Jems, and laid it in his own new
tomb."

That he mould rife again, without

being fubject to decay, is the glorious

declaration of the Pfalmifti. For thou

wilt not leave my foul in hell, neither wilt

thou fuffer thine holy one to fee corruption.

Thus the angel aflures the women, "that

Jefus which was crucified is rifen as he

faid." David fpake of the refurreclion

of Chrift, " whom God raifed up,

whereof," faid St. Peter when he ap-

plied this Prophecy to our Lord, " we

are all witnefTes."

The manner in which the Evangelifls

fliewed the fulfilment of the prophecies

s Ifaiah liii. 9. Matt, xxvii. 57,58.

1 Pfalmxvi. 8. Matt, xxviii. 6. A6ls ii. 31,32.

by
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by Chrift is remarkable, for they applied

them not with hefitation as if they were

doubtful as to their fenfe, or undecided

as to their object. Their boldnefs of af-

fertion bore the flamp and character of

truth. They had the mod clear proofs,

more particularly from miracles, that

their divine Mafler was the promifed

Mefnah,- and therefore were fully per-

fuaded that all the prophecies centered

in him. They appear to have had no

conception, that this evidence could in

the nature of things be referable to any

one elfe, and therefore they preiTed the

arguments drawn from the Old Tefta-

ment upon the minds of the unconvert-

ed, with all the fincerity of conviction,

and all the authority of truth.

All perfons are encouraged, by the

gracious example of our Lord himfelf,

to feek the light, and the evidence thus

brought to illuftrate the character, and

.the million of Chrift, the Meffiah of the

m 2 Jews,
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Jews, and the Saviour of the world. For,

when he was about to take his final leave

of his difciples after his refurreclion, and

was defirous of pointing out to them the

cleared tefbimonies, that, in addition to

his miracles and his precepts, could con-

firm his divine miflion, " "beginning

AT MOSES AND ALL THE PROPHETS,

HE EXPOUNDED UNTO THEM IN ALL
THE SCRIPTURES, THE THINGS CON-

CERNING HIMSELF."

r Luke xxiv. 27.

CLASS
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CLASS I.

CHAPTER THE TENTH.

The Defirnclion of the City and Temple of

Jerufa/em, and the Subverfon of the

Jewifh Government according to the pre-

diction of Chrifl,

THE awful cataftrophe of the de-

finition of Jerufalem, was a fubject

prefented to the minds of the moil dif-

tinguifhed Prophets. Mofes faw, from-

a remote diftance of time, the peculiar

calamities that would refult from the

diibbedience of his people. And, to clofe

the wonderful feries of predictions, our

Lord denounced in terms of pity and af-

fection the approaching fall of the holy

city, and fixed the period of its com-

m 3 plete
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plete defcruclion, and the total fubver-

fion of the Jewifh government. Upon
this fignal event the authority of Chrift

as a Prophet very materially depended ->

and as it took place within the time he

prefcribed, with all its previous, conco-

mitant, and fubfequent circumftances,

exactly as he had foretold, the whole

train of occurrences confpired to prove

his infallible truth.

This Prophecy, which muft fill every

mind that confiders it attentively with

the moll exalted conceptions of its di-

vine author, forms an effential part of

the Gofpel hiftory, and is interwoven

with the texture of its moil important

contents. It is recorded by Matthew,

Mark, and Luke. In regard to the pre-

cile year in which their refpeclive Gof-

pels were written, there is a difference

of opinion among the learned a
; but it is

uni-

a The earlieft account I have met with is that

of
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univerfally agreed that they were all

written and published fome years before

the definition of Jerufalem. And it is

probable that thefe Evangelifts were

dead before that event took place. No
unbeliever, either of ancient or modern

times, Jew or Gentile, neither Julian,

nor Celfus, nor Porphyry, neither Vol-

taire, nor Gibbon, has ever had the te-

merity to insinuate, much lefs to main-

tain, that it was forged, or interpolated

after the event.

It appears from the narrative of St.

Mark, that our Lord's declaration con-

cerning the buildings of the Temple,.

of Dr. Owen, who dates the Gofpel of St. Mat-

thew to have been written A. D. 38. The later!

account brings it down to A. D. 63. St. Mark

wrote his Gofpel about the year 61. St. Luke a

little after, probably in 63. Percy's Key, p. 47.

Calmet, vol. ii. p. 155. Du Pin's Hiltory of the

Canon, vol. ii. p. 26, 41, &c. Townfon on the

Gofpels, p. 4, 1 16} 153, 166, &c.

m 4 " There
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" There fhall not be left one flone upon

another, that fhall not be thrown down,"

had excited confiderable alarm and anx-

iety among his followers ; and that as

foon as he was feated on the Mount of

Olives, whither he immediately went,

four of his Difciples privately entreat-

ed him to give them farther inform-

ation relative to <{ the time when all

thefe things mould be fulfilled, and the

figns which mould precede their accom-

plifhment." The parallel pafTages in

Matthew and Luke plainly indicate that

this enquiry refpecled the Deflrudtion of

Jerufalem, the Second Coming of our

Lord, and the End of the world—events

which they poflibly expected to happen

together—and to which the reply of our

Lord evidently refers.

The Mount of Olives commanded a

full view of the City and the Temple, the

grandeur, the magnificence, and the

(Inking fityation of which, as circum-

ftantrally
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fbntially defcribed by Jofephus
b
, muft

have rendered this fpot peculiarly fuited

to

b For the facts which (how the fulfilment o£

this Prophecy, we are not confined to the ftate-

ment of Chriftian writers alone, who by unbe-

lievers might be fufpected, however uncandidly, of

a difpofition to bend the events to the predictions.

We are happily in porTeffion of the mod curious

and valuable fource of information. So far from

rejecting the teftimony of Jtivijh writers upon

this fubject, which they might naturally be dif-

pofed to reprefent in a manner honourable to their

own nation, and diladvantageous to the character

of Chrift, we appeal to the evidence of the Hifto-

rian Jofephus, who was remarkably diftinguifhed

by his attachment to his country, and his vene-

ration for the Laws of Mofes. He was defcended

from the family who bore the facred office of High

Prieft, he was a diftinguifhed General in the early

part of the laft Jewifh war ; and after he was taken

priibner, was admitted to fliare the confidence of

the Emperor Vefpafian and his fan Titus, with

whole approbation, as well as that of Kings A-
grippa and Herod, and other eminent and intel-

ligent perfons, he publifhed the Iiiftory of the

Wars uf the Jews. His evidence is moft full, par-

m 5, ticulaiy.
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to the fubject of this Prophecy. And irr

id our

Lord

this fublime and intereiling fcene did our

ticular, and exact, and goes to the confirmation of

every point in this Prophecy. With lingular care

he has omitted to mention the name of Chrift, and

yet with lingular precifion he has illuflrated his

predictions. From his fituation as a General in

the former part of the war, and a prifoner in the

latter, when he was constantly with the Roman
commander, nothing efcaped his obfervation. No
perfon who poflelles the leaft degree of candour,

whatever may be his religious opinions, can have

any fair objection to his teftimony. None can

plead, that he has given a falfe colouring to his

narrative, for the purpofe of favouring Jefus Chrift

and his Difciples. The important fervice he has

rendered to Chriftianity is wholly unintentional.

Conudering his various, efcapes from the moft im-

minent danger, and the particular criiis at which

he lived, he feems to have been raifed up and pre-

ferved by Providence, to ihow the exact accom-

plishment of the Prophecy of Chrift. If he was

ignorant of Chriftianity, he could not poffibly write

with a view to promote its interefts. If he was

not ignorant of it, we may be certain from his

ih'ong attachment to the Laws of Mofes, and from

his
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Lord fully reveal to his felect Difciples

thofe decrees of Divine juilice, which he

had

his filence, that he was not favourable to it—fo

that what he relates, is drawn from him by the

power of irrefiflible truth ; and is a teftimony far

more ftrong, and more unexceptionable, than the

moft explicit mention of the name of Chrift, and

the moft laboured encomium on his words and ac-

tions. For a full account of Jofephus and his

Works, fee Lardner, vol. vii. p. 30, 259, &c.

The curious details of Jofephus are confirmed in

many important circumftances, by Tacitus the

eminent hiftorian, who flourilhed about thirty

years after the deftruction of Jerufalem. Hefpeaks

of the ftrength of the fortifications of that city, the

immenfe riches and ftrength of the Temple, the

factions that raged during the fiege, the prodigies

that preceded it, and the report prevalent at that

time, that a ruler of the world fhould come from,

the Eaft. He particularly mentions the large

army brought by Vefpafian to fubdue Judea, and

take Jerufalem, a fa 61 which mows the magnitude

and the importance of the expedition.

Other Heathen authors maybe mentioned, whofe

account of thefe tranfactions is very much to the

purpoie. The moft remarkable are Philoftratus

m 6 and,
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had frequently before, in general terms,

pronounced in the prefence of furround-

and Dion Caffius, who lived in the third century.

By the former it is exprefsly related, that Titus de-

clared after the capture- of Jerufalem, that he was

not worthy of the crown of victory, as he had only

lent his hand to the execution of a work, in which

God was pleafed to manifeft his anger. It does not

appear that Philoftratus copied Jofephus, as he re-

lates fome things in a different manner. The ac-

count of Dion Cailius, when compared with that

of the great Jewifh hiftorian, is concife and de-

fective. Neverthelefs, he relates all the principal

tranfactions of the war—the conqueft of Judea by

Titus and Velpafian, the obitinate and bloody re-

finance of the Jews during the fiege of Jerufalem-,

and what is of molt importance, the deftruction

of the Temple by fire.

In thefe particulars he agrees with Jofephus, in

others he differs from him fo much, that it is very

probable he never confulted his works—In Dion

Caffius and Philoftratus we have two witneffes

unacquainted with Jofephus, who ftrongly confirm

his tettimony, and unite to illuftrate the Prophecy

now under our confideration. See Lardner's Telt.

vol. vii. p. 112, vol. viii. p. 131,

ihg
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ing multitudes . The divine character

of the perfon who uttered this predic-

tion, the clear language in which it was

exprefTed, the folemn manner in which

it was confirmed, the people who were

the immediate fubjects of it, the unpa-

ralleled calamities denounced againfl

them, and its ultimate reference to the

confummation of the flupendous Chrift-

ian fcheme r which was laid " before the

foundations of the world"—has been

" witnefTed by all the Prophets from the

beginning"—and fhall extend beyond

this world's duration—render the whole,

tranfaclion inexpreflibly interefting and,

awful.

c Lardner has well remarked, that this Frophecy,

although delivered in private to the Difciples,

plainly referred to many of our Lord's publick

fpeeches, Matt, xxiii. 29—39. Luke xix.41—44*

There are likewife frequent references to the cala-

mities that were coming upon the Jews in feveral

parables, Matt. viii. 11, 12. xxi. 18, 19, &c. xxii..

l— 7. Luke xiii. 6—9. xiv, 17—24.

I fhall
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I (hall quote the whole Prophecy

as flated by the three Evangelifts,

and only firft obferve, that whoever

carefully reads this Prophecy, not only

reads an exact recital of fubfequent

events, but finds them arranged nearly

in the fame order of time in. which they

happened d
.

His Difciples came to himfor tofhew him

the buildings ofthe temple. AndJefusfaid unto
them, See ye not all thefe things f Verily 1

fay unto you, Therefmil not be left here one

fione upon another, that fhall not be thrown

down. And as he fat upon the mount of

Olives, the Difciples came unto him privately,

faxing, Tell us, when fhall thefe things be f

and what floall be thefign of thy coming, and

of the end of the world f And Jefus an-

fwered and faid unto them, Take heed that

no man deceive you : for many fhall come

in my name, faying, I am Chrifl ; and fhall

''Matt. xxiv.

deceive
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deceive many. Andyefhall hear of wars,

and rumours of wars z.J'ee that ye be not

troubled : for all thefe things mujl come to

pafs, but the end is not yet. For nation

fhall rife againjl nation, and kingdom againjl

kingdom : and there fhall be famines, and

peftHences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

All thefe are the beginning offorrows. Then,

fliall they deliver you up to be afflicled, and

fljall killyou : and ye fhall be hated of all

nations for my name*s fake. And thenfhall

many be offended, and fhall betray one a)t'-

other, andfhall hate one another. And many

falfe prophets fhall rife, and fhall deceive

many. And becaufe iniquity fhall abound,

the love of many fhall wax cold. But he

that fhall endure unto the end, the famefhall

be faved. And this Gofpel of the kingdom

fhall be preached in all the world, for a wit-

nefs unto all nations -, and then fhall the end

come. When ye therefore fhallfee the abo-

'ruination of defolation fpoken of by Daniel

the Prophet, ftand in the holy place, fwhofo

readeth let him underfland,) then let than,

which
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which be in Judeaflee into the mountains

:

let him which is on the houfe-top not come

dozvn to take any thing out of his houfe.

Neither let him which is in the field return

back to take his clothes. And zvoe unto them

that are with child, and to them that give

fuck in thofe days ! But pray ye that your

flight be not in the winter, neither on thefab-

bath day : for then fhall be great tribula-

tion, fuch as zvas not fince the beginning of

the world to this time, no, nor ever fhall be.

And except thofe days Jhoidd be fl:ortenedy

there fhould no flefh be faved : but for the

eleffs fake thofe days fhall be fhortened,

Then if any manfhallfay unto you-, Lo, here

is Chrift, or there-, believe it not. For there

fJmll rife falfe Chrifls, and falfe Prophets y

andfJjallfheiv great figns and wonders; in-

fomuch that (if it were poffible) they fhall

deceive the very elecl. Behold I have toldyou

before. Wherefore if they foallfay unto you,

Behold, he is in the defert ; go not forth :

behold, he is in the fecret chambers ; believe

it not. For as the lightning cometh out of

the-
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the eaft, andJhineth even unto the weft ; Jo

Jhall alfo the coming of the Son of man be.

For whereJoever the carcafe is, there will

the eagles be gathered together.

And* as he went out of the temple, one of

his Difciplesfaith unto him, Mafter,fee what

manner offiones, and what buildings are

here ! And Jefus anfwering faid unto him,

Seeft thou thefe great buildings ? There fhall

not be left oneflone upon another, that fhall

not be thrown down...,When Jhall thefe

things be..,.And Jejus anjwering them, be-

gan to Jay, Take heed left any man deceive

you : Jor many Jhall come in my name,

Jaying, I am Chrift ; and Jhall deceive

many. And zvhen ye Jhall hear oj wars,

and rumours oj wars, be ye not troubled :

forfuch things muft needs be ; but the end

Jhall not be yet. For nation Jhall rije

againft nation, and kingdom againft kingdom

,

and there Jhall be earthquakes in divers

e Mark xiii.

places*
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•places, and there Jhall be famines and

troubles: thefe are the beginnings offorrozvs.

But take heed to yourJelves : for they jhall

deliver you up to councils ; and in the fy-

nagogues ye fhall be beaten : and ye Jhall

he brought before rulers and kings for my

fake, for a teftimony againfl them. And the

Go/pel mufl firfl be publifted among all na-

tions. But when they fhall lead you, and de-

liver you up, take no thought beforehand

xvhat ye fhall fpeak, neither do ye premedi-

tate ; but whatfoevcr foall be given you in

that hour, that fpeak ye : for it is not ye

that fpeak, but the Holy Ghoft. Now the

brother fhall betray the brother to death, and

thefather the fon -, and children fhall rife up

againfl their parents, andfoall caufe them to

be put to death. And ye fhall be hated of

all men for my name s fake : but he that

Jhall endure unto the end, thefame fliall be

faved. But when ye fhallfee the abomina-

tion of deflation fpoken of by Daniel the

Prophet, flanding where it ought not, (let

him that readeth underfland,) then let them

that
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that be in Judea flee to the mountains : and

let him that is on the houfe-top not go down

into the houfe, neither enter therein, to take

any thing out of his houfe : and let him that

is in the field not turn back againfor to take

up his garment. But woe to them that are

zvith child, and to them that give fuck in

thofe days ! And pray ye that yourflight be

not in the winter. For in thofe days flhall

be affliclion,fuch as zvas notfrom the begin-

ning of the creation, which God created, un-

to this time, neitherfhall be. And except

that the Lord had fhortened thofe days, no

flefhfhould befaved: butfor the elecl's fakey

whom he hath chofeu, he hathfhortened the

days. And then, ifany manfhallfay toyou y

Lo, here is Chrijl -, or, lo, he is there ; be-

lieve him not :for falfe Chrijls andfalfe Pro-

phets jhall rife, and fhall flhew figns and

wonders, to feduce, if it were poffible, even

the elecl. But takeye heed : behold 1 have

foretold you all things.

And
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And* as fomefpake of the temple, how it

was adorned with goodly Jiones andgifts, he

faid, As for thefe things which ye behold,

the days will come, in the which therefhall
not be left oneflone upon another, thatJhall

not be thrown down. And they ajked him,

faying, Mafler, but when jhall thefe things

bef and what fign will there be when thefe

things fhall come topafs ? And hefaid, Take

heed that ye be not deceived ; for manyfhall

come in my name, faying, I am Chrifl ; and

the time draweth near : go ye not therefore

after them. But when yeJhall hear of wars

and commotions, be not terrified : for thefe

things mufi firfl come to pafs ; but the end is

not by and by. Thenfaid he unto them, Na-

tion fhall rife againfl nation, and kingdom

againfl kingdom : and great earthquakes

Jhall be in divers places, andfamines, and

pefiilences \ and fearful fights, and great

figns Jloall there be from heaven. But be-

f Luke xxi.

fore
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fore all thefe they fliall lay their hands on

you, and perfecute you, delivering you up

to the fynagogues, and into prifons, being

brought before kings and rulersfor my name's

fake. And it fhall turn to youfor a tefli-

mony. Settle it therefore in your hearts,

not to meditate before what ye fhall anfwer

:

for I will give you a mouth and wifdom,

which all your adverfaries fhall not be able

to gainfay nor refifl. And ye fhall be be-

trayed both by parents, and brethren, and

kinsfolks, andfriends ; andfome ofyou fhall

they caufe to be put to death. And ye fljall

be hated of all menfor my name'sfake. But

•therefhall not an hair ofyour head peri/Jj.

In your patience pojjefs ye your fouls. And
when ye fhall fee Jerufalem compaffed with

armies, then know that the defolation thereof

is nigh. Then let them which are in Judea

flee to the mountains ; and let them which

are in the midfi of it depart out; and let

not them that are in the countries enter

thereinto. For thefe be the days of ven-

geance, that all things which are written

may
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may be fulfilled. But woe unto them thai

are with child, and to them that give fuck

in thofe days I for there floall be great dif-

trefs in the land, and wrath upon this people.

And theyfi)allfall by the edge of thefword,

andfloall be led away captive into all nations

:

and Jerufalem fhall be trodden dozvn of the

Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be

fulfilled.

We now proceed to mow the fulfil-

ment of the moft ftriking parts of this

Prophecy.

Many floall come in my name, faying, 1

am Chrifil ; and the time draweth near.

Many indeed were the impoflors, who
either impioufly aflumed the name of

Chrift, or the character of infpired Pro-

phets. Jofephuss relates, that in the

reign of Claudius " the land was over-

B Antiq. Jud. lib. xx. c. 8.

run
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run with magicians, impoflors, and in-

ducers, who drew the people after them

in multitudes into folitudes and deferts,

to fee the figns and miracles they pro-

mifed to fhow by the power of God."

Felix, and afterwards Feflus, governors

of Judea, judging thefe proceedings to

be the commencement of a rebellion

againfl the Romans, continually fent out

detachments of foldiers, and deflroyed

great numbers of the deluded popu-

lace. Among thefe impoflors were Do-

fitheus the Samaritan, who affirmed that

he was the Chrifl foretold by Mofes;

Simon Magus, who faid that he ap-

peared among the Jews as the Son of

God; and Theudas h
, who pretending

to be a Prophet, perfuaded many of the

people to take their goods and follow

him to the river Jordan, declaring that

he was divinely commiffioned, and that

at his command the waters would be di-

h Antiq. Jud. lib. xx. c. 4.

vided, •
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vided, and give them a fafe pafTage to

the oppofite fide. Many other exam-

ples might be adduced; but thefe are

iufficient to eftablifh the truth of this

prediction.

But when ye Jhall hear of wars and

commotions (or rumours of wars), be not

terrified : for thefe things mufl firji come to

pafs j but the end is not yet.

Thefe wars and commotions were as

the diftant thunder, that forebodes ap-

proaching florins. Previous to the de-

flruction of Jerufalem the greateft agi-

tation prevailed in the Roman Empire,

and the flruggle for fuccemon to the

imperial throne was attended by fevere

and bloody conflicts. Four Emperors,

Nero, Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, fuf-

fered violent deaths within the fhort

fpace of eighteen months. The Em-
peror Caligula commanded the Jews to

place his flatue in their Temple; and,

in
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in confequence of a pofitive refufal to

comply with fo impious a requeft, he

threatened them with an invafion, which

was prevented by his death. The end

is not yet ; for thefe events, alarming

as they feemed, were only the preludes

to the dreadful and tumultuous fcenes

that followed.

For nation Jhall rife againfi nation^ and

kingdom againfi kingdom.

As thefe denunciations of our Lord

were particularly referable to the Jews,

we look of courfe to Judea, and the

places where the Jews were refident, for

their accomplifhment. Not to mention

other infurreel:ions and acts of national

hoflility, it may be remarked, that at

the time of the PafTover in the year 49,
when Cumanus was Procurator of ju-

dea, there happened a violent tumult

in Jerufalem, in which many thoufands

of its inhabitants were flain. In Ce-

n farea,
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farea, Scythopolis, Afcalon, Alexandria,

and Damafcus, there were the greatefl

popular diforders, and multitudes of

the Jews were flain by the Tyrians and

Syrians. Jofephus, when fpeaking of

this time, fays, " Every city was divided

into two armies."

And great earthquakes flmll be in divers

places, and famines^ and pejiilences, and

fearfulJights, and fignsfrom heaven.

The hiflory of this period is replete

with inftances of terrible prefages of Di-

vine vengeance. In the fourth year of

the reign of Claudius, a dreadful famine

began, that extended throughout the

Roman empire, and was moil feverely

felt in Judea for feveral years. The
Chriftian Gentile converts, moved by the

exhortations of St. Paul, fent liberal con-

tributions for the relief of their Jewifh

brethren. And Helena, Queen of Egypt,

fent a large fupply of corn from that

country,
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country, to alleviate the general diftrefs.

A particular account of this calamity is

given by Jofephus 1

, who affirms, that

many of his countrymen peri(lied for

want of food ; and alfo by Eufebius,

Orofius, and Suetonius. Several hifto-

rians mention the ravages of pejiilence;

but the terror occasioned by the un-

common earthquakes in divers places, leads

them to a more detailed account of the

fulfilment of this prediction. Philoftra-

tus, in his Life of Apollonius k
, mentions

the violent earthquakes which happened

in the reign of Claudius at Crete, Smyr-

na, Miletus, Chios, Samos, and other

places, in all of which Jews were fettled.

Tacitus ] mentions one at Rome in the

fame reign, and fays, that in the reign of

Nero, the cities of Laodicea, Hierapolis,

and Coloile, were overthrown. Another

1 Ant. Jud. lib. xx. c. 2.

k Lib. iv. c. 34.
1 Ann. lib. xiv. c. 27. lib. xv. c. 22.

n 2 earth-
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earthquake is mentioned by Suetonius,

which happened at Rome in the reign

ofGaiba. Jofephus™ relates, that in Ju-

dea at the beginning of the war, but be-

fore Jerufalem was befieged by Titus,

there was fuch an uncommonly tremen-

dous florin of wind, and thunder, and

lightning, with " a fearful noife of the

agitated earth, as portended, in the opi-

nion of many, the greateft evils." Many
prodigies are recorded by the hiflorians

of thofe times, of a much more ftrange

and extraordinary nature n
, which, whe-

ther they actually happened or not, fully

m Bell. Jud. lib. iv. c. 4.

n So wonderful were thefe prodigies, that Jofe-

phus not only mentions them particularly in the

beginning of his account of the wars of the Jews,

but in the courfe of his narrative affigns a whole

chapter to them, lib. vii. c. 12. Lardner examines

them, and weighs their probability with his ufual

caution and accuracy, vol. vii. p. 89, &c.— I have

fele&ed thofe only, in which Jofephus and Tacitus

agree.

prove
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prove that the imagination of the peo-

ple was Angularly imprerTed with a be-

lief that they really happened; and it

might be faid, that our Lord's predic-

tion was thus fulfilled. Confidering,

however, the frequent miraculous ap-

pearances of particular interpofition in

the courfe of nature, by which it pleafed

the Almighty to manifeft to his chofen

people his protection and difpleafure, it

cannot be deemed improbable, that fome

of thefe^/w were indeedfrom heaven.

But before all thefe things they fhall lay

their hands on you, and perfecute you, de-

livering you up to the Jynagogues, and into

prifons, being brought before kings and ru-

lers for my name's fake.,.And fome of yon

fhall they caufe to be put to death.

The precifion with which the time is

fpecified is very remarkable. Previous

to the other prognostics of the deftruc-

n 3 tion
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tion of Jerufalem, the difciples of Chrift

were taught to expect the hardfhips of

perfecution. The Acts of the Apoftles

fhew how exactly this prediction was ful-

filled °. St. Paul acknowledges that it

had been his frequent cuftom previous

to his converfion, " to punifh, and to,

beat in the fynagogues thole that be-

lieved." St. Peter and St. John boldly

conferled the faith before Annas and Cai-

phas. St. Paul related the particulars

of his miraculous converfion in the pre-

fence of-the High Priefr., and with the

greater! intrepidity pleaded his caufe at

° Afts iv, vi, vii, viii, xii, xxi, xxviii. 2 Cor. xi.

23. Heb. x. 32. 2 Theff. i. 3. James ii. 5. 2 Pet. iv. ,

12—The Apoftles and many converts were beaten by

the jews, Acts v. 40. xxii. 19. Paul was five times

fcourged by the Jews, and thrice beaten with rods,

2 Cor. xi. 24, 25. James was llain with the fword,

Acts xii. 2. The Epiftle to the Hebrews ieems evi-

dently to have been written in a great degree to

comfort Chriftians under perfecution, x. 32, 33.'

xii. 3, &c.

the



[ 2
7

I ]

the tribunal of the trembling Felix, and

the half-converted Agrippa. St. Stephen

confounded the oppofition of the Sanhe-

drim, by the eloquence of his defence,

and his forcible appeal to the Prophecies

;

and laid down his life in .atteftation of

the truth, before multitudes of adver-

faries. And under Nero a more dread-

ful and general perfecution took place,

in which St. Peter and St. Paul fufFered

as martyrs for the faith. This profpecl

of perfecution, treachery, and death,

mud indeed have overpowered the minds

of the difciples, if their divine Mailer

had not at the fame time given them an

abfolute promife of fupport, direction,

and final fuccefs, in the great caufe they

had undertaken to defend. Settle it

therefore in your hearts (that is, have per-

fect faith, or confidence, in my allur-

ances of affiftance), not to meditate before

what ye fJiall anfiver. For / zvill give you

a mouth and wifdom^ which all your ad-

verfaries Jhall not be able to gainfay or re-

n 4 fift.



[ 272 ]

fjft. How literally this promife has been

fulfilled it is furely unneceflary to ob-

serve.

T'he Go/pel mujl firjl be publi/hed to all

fiations.

It fhould be remembered, that our

Lord delivered this Prophecy only two

days before he was given up to the Jew-
ifh council, forfaken by all his followers,

and crucified like a common malefactor.

The promife of fuccefs is here repeated

to his difciples, to guard them againfl the

fuggeflions of doubt from the increasing

appearances of improbability—the im-

portance and extent of the Gofpel is

pointed out—and the time of its efta-

blifhment in the Gentile world exactly

defined. Our Lord declared in the mofl

plain and exprefs words, that the Gof-

pel mull be publifhed among all nations

at a particular period. This preaching

of the new Revelation to the various na-

tion?



[ 273 ]

tions was not, therefore, " a fudden pro-

ject of the Apoftles, undertaken becaufe

the Jews rejected the Gofpel;" but it

was a part of the original plan, long be-

fore declared by the Prophets, and thus

communicated by Chrift to his difciples,

who were not at that time fuffkiently

enlightened as to the great fcheme of

univerfal falvation.

The firfl preaching of the Gofpel to

the Gentiles was attended with many mi-

raculous circumstances; and we find St.

Peter afTerting with a mixture of furprife

and conviction, that " upon the Gen-

tiles alfo was poured out the gift of the

Holy Ghoft, as upon themfelves at the

beginning ;" alluding probably to the

day of Pentecoft. The Epiftles, written

to Chriftians in various countries, are a

Handing evidence of the fwift propaga-

tion of the Gofpel, as they were addrefTecf

to converts made at different times be-

fore, and at that time refiding in Rome,
n 5 Co-
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Corinth, Galatia, Ephefus, ThefTalonica,

Pontus, Afia, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and

other places. St. Paul informs his Ro-
man converts, " that the Gentiles were

made obedient through mighty figns and

wonders by the power of the fpirit of

God; fo that from Jerufalem and round

about Illyricum, I have fully preached

the Gofpel of ChrifL" And to the Co-

loffians he obferves, " if ye continue in

the faith grounded and fettled, and be

not moved away from the hope of the

Gofpel which ye have heard, and which

was preached to every creature which is

under heaven." Wide as the " tidings

of peace and good will towards men"

had even then been fpread, the Apoftle

could not here mean that every creature

under heaven had heard the Gofpel.

The fenfe of the paflage evidently is,

the Gofpel is not, like the Mofaic Law,

given to any one peculiar people, but is

addrejjed to every creature under heaven

—the whole world may enjoy the blef-

fings
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fings of the Chriftian difpenfation, and

of this moft joyful truth the numerous

Gentile converts already made by the

vijible power of the Spirit of God, are

an inconteftible proof. It is well known

from various records, that the Gofpel

was preached to Jews and Gentiles, in

Greece, Arabia, Ethiopia, Syria, Alia

Minor, Judea, Italy, Macedonia, and

many other places, with great fuccefs,

within the time predicted by our Lord.

Bifhop Newton fays, " It appears,- from

the writers of the hiftory of the church,

that before the deftruction of Jerufalem,

the Gofpel was not only preached in the

leffer Afia, and Greece, and Italy, the

great theatres ofaction then in the world

;

but was likewife propagated as far north-

ward as Scythia, as far fouthward as

Ethiopia, as far eaflward as Parthia and

India, as far weftward as Spain and Bri-

tain." Tacitus confirms this ftatement ,

by relating a very ftrong and appofite

Annal.lib. xv.

n 6 fa&.
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fact. He mentions that " the Chriftian

religion, which aroie in Judea, fpread

over many parts of the world, and ex-

tended to Rome itfelf, where the pro-

feflbrs of it, as early as the time of

Nero, amounted to a van: multitude.'

*

Thefe were the events predicted to hap-

pen before the deftruction of Jerufalem,

and we fee they actually did take place

within the time preicribed. The burn-

ing of Rome, which gave occafion to-

Tacitus to mention the Chriftians, hap-

pened in the tenth year of the reign of

Nero, in the fixty-fourth year of the

Chriftian era, and Jerufalem was not de-

ftroyed before the year of our Lord fe-

venty.

If the fwift propagation of the Gofpel

without theWi (lance of the eftablifhed

powers of the world, without the coun-

tenance of the monarch, the approba-

tion of the philofopher, or the preju-

dices of the vulgar, but in direct oppo-

fition
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fition to them all, be evidence in favour

of the Divine origin of Chriftianity, the

argument which it furnifhes is certainly-

more complete and more flriking, as.

fuch a propagation was the fubject of

Prophecy; and as that Prophecy was

pronounced under the moft unfavour-

able circumflances that can well be ima-

gined.

But to return to the awful and m-*

{Inactive narration—We come now to

confider Jerufalem as in a ftate of actual

liege.

But when ye jhallfee the abomination of

defolation, fpoken of by Daniel the Prophet,

ftand in the holy place-, or, when ye jhallfee

Jerufalem compajfed zvith armies, then knoiv

that the defolation thereof is nigh.

The devoted place which was the im-

mediate object of thefe formidable de-

nunciations
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nunciations is thus clearly pointed out,

and the armies mentioned could be no

other than thole of the Romans. The
images ci the emperor and the eagles

that were carried in the front of the le-

gions, were regarded with religious ab-

horrence by the Jews, as they were

ranked among; the Pagan deities, and

reverenced with divine honours. Dur-

ing the time that Pilate was governor of

Judea, the Jews were much offended at

him for fetting up the ftandards of the

legions, and made earned fupplications

to have them removed. A fimilar re-

queft was made to Vitellius, Proconful

of Syria, who had determined to march

his army through Judea. Both thefe

petitions were complied with, when the

Fvoman generals underftood that it was

contrary to the Jewifh laws to naffer

images, which were the objects of ido-

latrous worfhip, to be brought into their

country. They were, therefore, called

with the greateft and moil finking pro-

priety
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priety of language, the abomination of de~

folation ; fince the erection of them within

the limits, of the holy place, as Jeru-

falem is emphatically called, marked the

fatal defign of the enemy to lay wafte the

country, and expofe it to all the ravages

of war. The Englifh tranflation " And
when ye (hall fee Je.rufalem compaffed

with armies," does not preierve the ex-

act feme of the original Greek, which

may more literally be rendered, " And
when ye {hall fee Jerufalem encircled

with camps." The words thus tranllated

correfpond exactly with the fact. Jofe-

phus fays?, that " the feditious parties in

the city law with aftonifhment the Ro-

mans meafuring out the ground for their

camps in three places."

For the days JJjall come upon thee, that

thine enemies Jhall caft a trench about thee,

and compafs thee round about, and keep thee

in on every Jide.

p De Bell. Jud. lib. v. c. 2.

The
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The Roman army completely encom-

pafTed the city p and enclofed the Jews

on every fide ; and although it was con-

fidered as an impracticable project to

furround the whole city with a wall, yet

Titus animated his army to make the at-

tempt. In three days they built a wall

of thirty-nine furlongs in length, with

thirteen towers erected at proper dif-

tances, in which, as in garrifons, the Ro-
man foldiers were placed.

Then let them which are in Judeaflee ta

the mountains, and let them zvhich are in

the midft of it depart out -, and let not them

that are in the countries enter thereinto.

For thefe be the days of vengeance, that all

things which are zvritten may befulfilled.

We have feen that our Lord prepared

his difciples to expect perfecution as the

trial of their faith, before the " abomina-

p Bell. Jucl. 1. v. c. 12.

tion
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tion of deiblation" was fet up in Jerufa-

lem. But to mark the more ftrongly

the wrath of God againfh the Jews, and

that cc
thefe were the days of vengeance"

predicted by Mofes and the Prophets,

in cafe of their rejection of the Meffiah,

the Chriflians, who endured to the end,

were to be faved from the calamities de-

nounced againfl: Jerufalem. On this oc-

cafion the difcriminating hand of Pro-

vidence was to be unufualiy apparent.

Then Jhall two be in the field, the oneJhall

be taken, and the other left. Two women

jhall be grinding at the mill, the oneJhall be

taken, the other left. And the efpecial

care of Chrift over his infant church is

moft forcibly exemplified by the afiur-

ance, that for the elect's fake thefe days of

unprecedented affliction floould be fhort-

ened. Our Lord therefore gives his dif-

ciples particular directions relative to the

means by which they were to fave them-

felves from the approaching danger, and

their implicit obedience and confequent

fafety
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fafety -are recorded by many writers of

that age ; by whom it is afTerted, that

" none of the Christians perifhed in the

ueftruction of Jerufalem." Ceflius Gal-

.lus, who firfl affaulted Jerufalem, might

with eafe have taken it, the Jews not

being prepared for a fiege, and have put

an end to the war; but, without any

apparent reafon, he fuddenly raifed the

fiege. Joiephusi obferves, " this af-

forded a happy opportunity to many of

the eminent Jews to efcape from the

city, as from a fhip that was finking.''

Under the name ofJews thus mentioned

by the hiflorian, were included thofe

converts to Chriftianity who were after-

wards known to have furvived the de-

ilruclion of Jerufalem. Warned by the

prediction of their Lord, and encouraged

by his promjfe of fafety, that not a hair

of their head JJoould peri/h, they fled

to the mountains of Perea r
, and other

i Bell. fud. lib. ii. c. 20.

r Eufebii Hilt. Evang. lib. iii. c. 5.

places
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places governed by Agrippa, who was not

only an ally of the Romans, but dif-

pofed to be a friend to the caufe of

Chriftianity. There they found a fecure

retreat from the florin that was burfling

upon their devoted country ; and when

Titus was leading on his army to Jeru-

falem, a great number of the inhabitants

of Jericho retired from that city alfo to

the mountains. But the difficulty of

fubfi fling in the mountains, and the

dangers to which the Chriftian Jews

were continually expofed from the ha-

tred of their countrymen, and the fury

of the Romans, required that the days

JJoould be Jhortened for their preferva-

tion. Accordingly, we find Titus, con-

trary to the advice of his officers, re-

folved to take the city by florm rather

than by blockade—the infatuated Jews

weakening their force by divifions and

mutual (laughters—burning their pro-

vifions, which might have lafted many

years—and quitting their flrongefl holds,

which
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which Titus himfelf considered as im-

pregnable 5
.

But woe unto them that are zvith child,

and to them that give fuck in thofe days ; for

there Jhall be great diftrefs in the land, and

wrath upon this people.

Again dees our Lord refer to former

Prophecies, and fix the time of their ac-

complishment. " The land was now to

be made defolate, and the cities were now

to be laid wafle." But amidft the horrors

of this fcene, which impiety and obfli-

nacy had prepared for this guilty people,

the helplefs condition and peculiar dif-

trefles of the feebler fex called forth this

pathetic lamentation from our Lord.

Direful indeed was the lot of thofe

6 (t We have fought," faid Titus to his friends,

while viewing the fortifications of the city after it

was taken, " with God on our fide, and it is God
who hath pulled the Jews out of their ftrong holds

3

for what could the hands of men or machines ef-

fect againftthefe towers?" DeBell. Jud. 1. ix. c. 9.

whofe

/
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whofe circumftances rendered flight im-

practicable, and aggravated the miferies

of a fiege. Jofephus relates
3

, that the

houfes were filled with women and chil-

dren,who perimed with hunger; and that

fuch was the mercilefs rage of famine,

that mothers were feen to fnatch the food

from their dying infants. The memo-
rable inflance of the lady, who facrificed

the feelings of a mother to the love of

exiftence, was mentioned when we exa-

mined the Prophecy of Mofes*. Our

Lord probably had this in view, among

other examples of the height of wick-

ednefs and the extremity of fuffering af-

terwards difplayed during the fiege, both

in this predictive drain ofpity, and when,

bending beneath the weight of his crofs,

he checked the lamentations of the

" daughters of Jerufalem" for his fhare

in the forrows which this fentence of

their countrymen muft produce, and

s De Bell. Jud. lib. 5. c, 10.

1 Page 146.

com-
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compaflionately directed them rather to

bewail the impending miferies which

more immediately related to themfelves,

their families, and their defcendants.

Then Jhall be great tribulation, fuch as

was not finee the beginning of the world to

this time, no, nor ever flmll be.

Though the hiftory of mankind will

furnifh numerous inflances of the hard-

fhips and fufFerings to which the inha-

bitants of great and populous cities have

been expofed during a protracted fiege,

yet we may venture to affert, that the

detail of the horrible diftreffes related by

an eye witnefs of the fiege of Jerufalem,

exceeds any defcription that can be

found in any other author, both in the

nature and extent of the miferies to which

it was fubjected. Jofephus himfelf re-

marks, "that all the calamities that ever

befel any other nation fince the begin-

ning of the world were inferior to thofe

which
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which happened to his countrymen at

this awful period of their hiftory." And
this fact is corroborated by the opinion

of their enemies, who afcribe thefe extra-

ordinary iufFerings to the character of

this extraordinary people, as fome extenu-

ation of their own oppreflion and cruel-

ty. Our Lord's emphatic words therefore

need not be considered as hyperbolical,

but as intended to mark that peculiar

accumulation of woe, which the pecu-

liar aggravation of the fins of this peo-

ple would draw down upon Jerufalem.

There Jhall arife falfe Chri/ls, and falfe

Prophets', and Jhall jhew great figns and

wonders^ infomuch that^ if it zvere pojjible,

they Jhall deceive the very eleel
u

.

u Jofephus makes ufe of the exact words, figns

and wonders, cn^a. x.ea tboccto., when fpeaking of

the falfe Prophets foretold .by our Saviour. " If-they

(hall fay he is in the defart, go not forth." Jofe-

phus fays, they drew many people after them into

the defart. Tillotfon, vol. xiii. p. 1 18.

Thefe



[ 288 ]

Thefe words clearly relate not only to

the prognoftics, but to circumftances

which happened during the fiege. " The
tyrannical zealotswho ruled the city,"fays

Jofephus x
,
" fuborned many falfe Pro-

phets to declare, that aid would be given

to the people from heaven. This was

done to prevent them from attempting

to defert, and to infpire them with con-

fidence. In this manner impoflors, abuf-

ing the facred name of God, deluded

the unhappy multitude ; who, like infa-

tuated men who have neither eyes to fee,

nor reafon to judge, regarded neither

the infallible denunciations pronounced

by the antient Prophets, nor the clear

prodigies that indicated the approaching

defolation." But to guard the Chriftians

againft the expectation of his perfonal ap-

pearance at that time, our Lord ex-

prefsly declares, that " as the lightning

cometh out of the eaft, and fhineth even

x Bell. Jud. lib. vi. c. 5.

unto
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unto the weft,y^ fhall the coming of the

Son of man be." So fudden and fo uni-

verfal was to be the difplay of his power

at this momentous period, when " the

iceptre was to be removed from Judah,"

and the whole world called to " worfhip

at the throne of God and of his Chrift."

As for thefe things which ye behold, the

days will come, in the which there Jl:all not

be left oneJlone upon another', that Jhall not

be thrown down.

We muft recollect that our Lord thus

decifively pronounced the deftruction of

the Temple, in a time of profound tran-

quillity, when this fpacious, ftrong, and

magnificent edifice was held in univer-

fal honour, and fupported not more by

the enthufiaftic attachment of the Jews,

than the general veneration of the Gen-

tiles 7
. Titus, the Roman General, de-

clared,

y The Temple was four furlongs in circuit, or a

O 1quare
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dared, at a council of war, his refolution

to preierve the Temple, and in his ipeech

to the Jews he exprefled the fame de-

termination. But the Almighty had de-

creed its fall*. And now, fays Jofe-

phus% the fatal day approached in the

revolution of ages, the tenth day of Au-
gufl, emphatically called the " day of

vengeance," in which the firfl Temple

fquare of one furlong on each fide. In its front

were large and lofty galleries, fupported by rows of

mafly pillars. It was a hundred cubits in height.

The pillars were one hundred and fixty-two in

number, each twenty-feven feet high, and in thick-

nefs as much as three men could embrace. The

ftones made ufe of for this building, were twenty

five cubits long, eight in height, and twelve in

width. Their great dimenfions and folidity make

the Prophecy the more extraordinary. Calmer,

vol. ill - p. 1 6.

z Two fummers were employed by the Romans

in reducing the remoter cities of Judea~ Holiilities

were fufpended during the third year, by commo-

tions at Rome. Jeruialem was taken after a clofe

fiesre of rive months.

a Bell. Jud. lib. vi. c. 4.

had
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had been deftroyed by the King of Ba-

bylon. A Roman foldier, without re-

ceiving any orders—nay, as it appears,

contrary to ordersb—threw a flaming

brand into one of the windows of the

Temple, which fet the buildings on fire.

AVith violent outcries the Jews ruiTied

in to extinguifh the flames ; and fpared

no effort, not even the rifk of life itielf,

to fave that facred edifice on which they

vainly refted their fecurity. Titus, in-

formed of what had happened, haftened

to the fpot, with his officers and his at-

tendant legions. But in Vain he waved

his hand, in vain he raifed his voice,

commanding his foldiers to extinguifh

the fire ; {o great was the clamour and

tumult, that no attention was paid even

to him. Rage and rancour againfl the

Jews hurried on the exafperated Ro-
mans with irrefiftible fury—many were

thrown down in the avenues of the

b Jofephus fays, he declared himfelf a6tuated by

a Divine impulfe.

o 2 Tern-
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Temple—many fell among the burning

and fmoking ruins of the gates and gal-

leries, and were trodden upon by thofe

who followed them, eager for plunder

and for ilaughter—numbers of the dead

and dying Jews were heaped about the

altar, which now afforded no protection,

and dreams of human blood poured

through the outer court. A mixed

•multitude of nearly 6000 perfons, who
had fled at the command of an impoftor

to a gallery yet {landing without the

Temple, perifhed at once by the relent-

lefs barbarity of the foldiery, who fet it

on fire, and fuffered none to efcape.

When Titus faw it impoflible to en-

force the obedience of his troops, he pro-

ceeded to the inner Temple. Struck with

the grandeur of the architecture, and the

magnificence of the decorations, which

furpaifed even its fame ; and obferving

that the fire had not yet caught the

lancTuary, he renewed with redoubled

energy
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energy his attempts to flop the flames.—

-

But neither menaces nor intreaties could

avail. While he was intent upon the

means of its prefervation, fire was actu-

ally applied to the door-pofts of the

holy place by one of his foldiers, and the

conflagration foon became general.—Ti-

tus was obliged to retire, and no one

remained to check the horrid carnage

which enfued.—Neither the old or the

young—neither the priefbs or common
people—neither women or children were

fpared from the avenging fword; and

thofe who furrendered fhared the fame

fate with thofe who refilled. The crack-

ling noife of the devouring flame, which

now completely enveloped the Temple,

vafl as was its faze, mingled with the

fhrieks of defpair, the groans of the dy-

ing, and the clafh of arms ; and from

the extent of the buildings, the lofty hill

on which it flood appeared to a diilant

fpeclator, as itfelf burning from its foun-

dations in one terrific blaze.

o 3 Thus,.
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Thus, according to the " fare word

of Prophecy," was this Temple com-

pletely deftroyed, though it was equally

the vvilh and the endeavour of the con-

queror, and the conquered, to preferve

it. The extreme rigour of the Roman
difcipline, and the prompt obedience of

the legions to the voice of their com-

mander, was in this inftance violated ;

and an enthufiaftic rage, and an ungo-

vernable fury hurried them to the work

of deftruction : and thus, human agents

became the inftruments of Divine ven-

geance in oppofition to their own deter-

minations.

Titus, flill anxious to fave the city,

not yet involved in the conflagration,

again offered the wretched inhabitants

their lives, upon condition they laid

down their arms.—The flames were

rapidly advancing— the houfes were

crouded with dead, and dying victims

of peftilence, famine, and murder—up-

wards
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wards of 2000 perfons having laid vio-

lent hands on themfelves, or killed one

another by confent, befides the number

killed under pretence of fedition, or in-

tended defertion, by the party which

governed the city— yet did the des-

perate madnefs of their leaders oblige

them to reject thefe terms of mercy.

-—Incenfed by the infolence of a peo-

ple whom he confidered as already con-

quered, the Roman General gave per-

miffion to his foldiers to fall on them

with fire and fword, and to make the

beft of the fpoil. Now was the tre-

mendous cup of wrath poured forth in

all its bitternefs.-^-Imagination fhrinks

from the detail of fuch unprecedented

horrors, as Jofephus aflerts to have con-

tinued many days—he alone who faw

the dreadful realities could paint them

with the force of truth ; and to his de-

fcription I refer thofe readers who require

more evidence of the unexampled mi-

feries attending this memorable cata-

o 4 flrophe

;
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ftrophe ; adding only his concluding

remarks .
" There never was a city

that iurTered fuch miferies, or a race of

men from the beginning of the world,

who fo abounded in wickednefs. I

am of opinion, that if the Romans
had delayed to deftroy thefe impious

wretches, the city would have been

fvvallowed up by an earthquake, over-

whelmed by the waters, or confumed by

fire from heaven, like another Sodom

;

for it produced a race of men far worfe

than thofe who fufFered fuch punifh-

ment."

Thy enemies zvill lay thee even with the

ground, and they zvill not leave in thee one

jlone upon another.

When the foldiers had refled from

their horrid work of blood and plunder,

Titus gave orders to demolifh the foun-

Bell. Jud. lib. v. c. 10,

dations



[ 297 3

dations of the City and the Temple.

—

But, that poflerity might judge of the

glory and value of his eonqueft, he left

three towers {landing as monuments of

the prodigious ftrength and. greatnefs of

the city ; and alfo a part of the weftera

wall, which he defigned as a rampart for

agarrifon,to keep the furrounding coun-

try in fubjecYion. All the other buikU

ings were completely levelled with the

ground d
. When Titus came again to

Jerufalem in his way from Syria to

Egypt, and beheld the fad devaluation*

he bitterly lamented the cruel neceflity

which had compelled him to deflroy fo

d It is recorded by Maimonides, and likewife in

the Jewifh Talmud, that Terentius Rufus, an offi-

cer in the army of Titus, with a ploughfhare tore

up the foundations of the Temple, and thus re-

markably fulfilled the words of the Prophet Micah;

"Therefore fhall Zion; for your fake, be ploughed as

a field, and Jerufalem mall become heaps, and the

mountain of the houfe as the high places of tv

foreft." Mic. iii. 12.

o 5
ma2-
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magnificent a city. And Eleazar, in his

addrefs to his countrymen the Jews, pa-

thetically afks, " What is become of our

city, which was believed to be inhabited

by God ? It is rooted up from the very

foundations; and the only monument of

it that is left, is the camp of thofe who
deftroyed it Hill pitched upon its re-

mains."

And they Jhall fall by the edge of the

fword9 andfhall be led captive into all na-

tions.

The number that perifhed during the

fiege amounted to eleven hundred thou-

fand ; and the number of captives to

ninety-feven thoufand.—Thefe were not

all inhabitants of the city ; for the Jews,

according to their Law, had afiembled

from all parts to celebrate the feafl of

unleavened bread ; and, in confequence
' the rapid advance of the Roman

army> -cre fuddenly prevented from re-

turning

i_
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turning home ; as a Jnare Jhall it come

upon them. This circumftance will ac-

count for the great multitudes that were

fhut up in the city during the fiege ;

and to the vaft crouds of people thus

unufually pent up, does Jofephus im-

pute the plague, and, in part, the fa-

mine 6
. Of the prifoners Titus referved

the moil handfome youths, and prin-

cipal perfons, to adorn his triumphal

proceflion on his return to Rome ; and

prefented many to the governors of the

provinces, to be expofed during the pub-

lic games to wild beafts, or to the fvvord.

e Ceftius, in order to convince Nero that he

ought net to defpife the Jewiih nation, defired the

priefts to number the people who were affembled

to celebrate the parTover when he was at Jeru-

falem : and there were found to be three millions

of Jews, including women and children. The

aftonifhing numbers of the Jewifh people was the

fubject of Prophecy. See Chap. II. But to con-

firm this account as merely an hiftorical fact, we

need only look at the prefent ftate of population in

Cairo, and Pekin,

06 He
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He f fent thofe who were more than 17

years of age to labour in the publick

works in Egypt ; and thofe who were un-

der that age were fold for flaves, and fent

into different parts of the empire. But e-

leven thoufand of thefe miferable captives

were abfolutely ftarved to death, by the
,

carelefTnefs or cruelty of their guard.

During this war with the Romans, one

million three hundred and fifty-feven

thoufand, fix hundred and fixty, are par-

ticularly enumerated as flain in different

places, which are mentioned ; and num-
bers of every age, fex, and condition,

are mentioned as having perifhed at dif-

ferent times, and in different ways, be-

fides thefe which are particularly enu-

merated.

V In the reign of Adrian s $8$ of the

befh towns in Judea were facked and

demolithed, 580,000 men fell by the

1 DeBell. jud. lib. 6. eg/.

* Newton, vol. ii. Diff. 18. -

fword
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fword in battle, befides an infinite mul-

titude who perifhed by famine, and fick-

nefs, and fire; fo that Judea was almoft

depopulated, and an almoft incredible

number of every age, and fex, were fold

like horfes, and difperfed over the face

of the earth."

Jerufalem Jhall be trodden down of the

Gentiles > till the times of the Gentiles Jhall

he fulfilled.

When Adrian vifited the eaftern parts

of the Roman empire, and found Jeru-

falem a heap of ruins, forty-feven years

after its deftruction, he determined to

rebuild it ; but not exactly on the fame

fpot. He called the new city,- iElia,

after his own name, placed a Roman
colony in it, and dedicated a Temple to

Jupiter Capitolinus, in the room of the

Temple of Jehovah. This profanation

of the Holy Place was the great caufe of

the rebellions and fufferings of the Jews

during
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during the reign of Adrian. The city

was once more taken by them and

burnt.—Adrian rebuilt it—re-eflablifhed

the colony—ordered the ftatue of a hog

(which the Jews held in religious abhor-

rence) to be fet up over the gate that

opened towards Bethlehem; and pub-

lished an edict, ftridUy forbidding any

Jew, on pain of death, to enter the city,

or even to look at it from a diflance.

Thus the city remained till the time of

Conftantine, the firft Ghriftian emperor,

who greatly improved it, and reflored

the name of Jerufalem ; but the Jews

were not permitted to refide there. At-

tempting in vain to get pofTeflion of

their capita], Conftantine caufed their

ears to be cut off, their bodies to be

marked as rebels, and difperfed them
over all the provinces of the empire, as

fugitives and flaves. The Emperor Ju-

lian, from enmity to the Chriflians, fa-

voured the Jews ; and, in the vain hope

of contradicting the Prophecy concern-

ing
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ing it, attempted to rebuild the Tem-
ple, but was miraculously prevented, and

obliged to defift from the wii fe* g
h

-

Jovian revived the fevere edi dri-

an; and the Greek Emperors rtiue'd

the prohibition ; fo that the /etched

Jews ufed to give money to the icldiers

for permiflion to behold and weep over

the ruins of their Temple and City, par-

ticularly on the return of that me-

morable day, in which it had been taken

by the Romans. In the reign of He-

raclius, Chofroes, King of Perfia, took

and plundered it ; but Heraclius foon

b This attempt of Julian was made A. D. 363,

and is recorded by Ammiarms Marcellinus, a con-

temporary Pagan Hiftorian, lib. xxiii. c. 1. It is

likewife mentioned by feveral Chriftian writers of

the fame century. For full proofs of the miracle

by which this attempt was defeated, fee War-

burton's Julian.—A fimilar project was formed

by the confpirators againft Chriflianity in France,

and that the ipvojed: failed. See Barruel's Memoirs

of Jacobinifm, p. 18 j.

re-
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recovered poffeffion—In 637, the Ohrift-

ians furrendered Jerufalem to Omar,

the Saraeen Galiph, who built a mofque

upon the fite of Solomon's Temple. It

remained in the pofleffion of the Sa^

racens above 400 years, and then was

taken by the Turks* They retained it

till the year 1099, when the Franks

took it under Godfrey of Bouloigne,

General of the Crufaders. The Franks

kept pofTeflion 88 years, that is, till

1 187, when the Turks, under Saladin,

retook it by capitulation, and with them

it has remained ever fince
1

..

Thus literally has this Prophecy been

hitherto fulfilled !—Jerufalem has been

thus conftantly trodden down of the

Gentiles—the Romans, the Saracens,

the Franks, and the Turks—Its antient

inhabitants have been expelled, and

perfecuted, and its holy places have

1 Newton, vol. ii, Dill*. 20.

been

.
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been polluted. The eagles of idolatrous

Rome, the crefcent of the impoflor Ma-
homet, and the banner of Popery car-

ried by the Crufaders, have been fuccef-

fively difplayed amidft the ruins of the

fanctuary of Jehovah, for nearly 1800

years. But the conclulion of this pre-

diction, " //// the times of the Gentiles

be fulfilled," indicates that it fhall not

be trodden down for ever.

—

Hitherto the language of this Pro-

phecy has been found clear and expli-

cit ; and Hiflory has abundantly proved

the literal accomplifhment of all its

parts in their rirft fenfe and reference to

the deftruction of Jerufalem. We now
come to the bold figures and finking

images of oriental diction, fuited to the

defigned obfcurity of a Prophecy, which,

while it foretold the fignal events which

were



were at once to prove the divinity and

difplay the power of the Mefliah to

Jews and Gentiles, on the firft eftablijh-

ment of his kingdom, revealed in awful

terms the Jigns which mall precede the

fecond coming of our Lord, at a then

diftant period, and the manner, the pur-

pofe, and the final confequences of His

appearance.

• The confideration of this Prophecy, as

it relates to events yet future, muft be

referred to another part of this work

:

my prefent bufinefs is to prove the ac-

curate fulfilment of the Prophecy, as it

relates to events which are pad.

It has been proved by many learned

men, that the language of Prophecy is

not of that vague and uncertain fignifi-

I
cation, which infidelity fo eagerly afferts

it to be ; but that certain fymbols were

the eftablifhed figns of certain ideas -,

and that thus the Prophetic language

may
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may be clearly underflood by thofe who
are converfant in this fpecies of writing,

For inftance, great and extraordinary

political revolutions, fuch as the fall of

kings and the overthrow of govern-

ments, are reprefented by the antient

Prophets, by changes in the courfe of

nature, and diforder among the heavenly

bodies—extraordinary commotions a-

mong the lowefl claffes of people, by

the raging turbulence, and roaring of

the fea. And our Lord in the follow-

ing Prophecy ufes the fame metaphors

with the fame meaning.

1 Immediately after (or, as it may be

tranflated, amidji) the tribulation of thofe

days, floall the fan be darkened, and the

moon fha11 not give her light, and the fars

fhall fall from heaven, and the powers of

the heavensfoall befoaken . And then fhall

appear the fign of the Son of man in heaven

:

1 Matt. xxiv. 29, &c.

and
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and then Jhall all the tribes of the earth

mourn, and they Jhall fee the Son of man

coming in the clouds of heaven with power

mid great glory. And he fhall fend his an-

gels with a great found of a trumpet, and

theyfhall gather together his elect from the

four winds, from one end of heaven to the

other. Thefe are the words of St. Mat-

thew i St. Mark k
ufes nearly the fame

expreflions j but as St. Luke varies a lit-

tle from both, I (hall infert his relation

alfo 1
.

And there fhall he figns in the fun, and

in the moon, and in thefars ; and upon the

earth difirefs of nations, zvith perplexity

;

thefea and the waves roaring ; mens hearts

failing them for fear, and for looking after

thofe things which are coming on the earth :

for the powers of heaven floall be fhaken.

And then fhall they fee the Son of man

coming in a cloud, with power and great

k Mark xiii. 24, &rc.

1 Luke xxi. 25, &:c.

glory,.
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glory. And zvhen thefe things begin to come

to pafs, then look up, and lift up your heads \

for your redemption draweth nigh,

mNow learn a parable of the fig-tree

:

When his branch is yet tender, and putteth

forth leaves, ye know that fummer is nigh :

fo likewife ye, when ye ftjall fee all thefe

things, know that it is near, even at the

doors. Verily I fay unto you, ^his gene-

ration fhall not pafs till all thefe things be

fulfilled™. Heaven and earthfhallpafs away,

-but my words fhall not pafs away. But of

that

m Matt. xxiv. 32, &c.
n It has been objected, that the words " till afi

be fulfilled," muft refer, in their primary fenfe at

leaft, to all trie events predicted ; and Chriftianity

was not vijibly eftablifhed in peace, fecurity, and

power, till Faganifm fell from the throne of the

Roman world, in A. D. 312. The context will, I

think, remove this difficulty. By the parable of

the fig-tree our Lord allures his Difciples, that the

figns immediately preceding the definition of Je-

rufalem mould ho. fo plain, that the moft common

attention to palling events would enable them to

fez
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that day and hour [when the heavens and

earth fhall pafs away] knoweth no man,

no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father

only. But as the days of Noe were, fo fhall

alfo the coming of the Son of man be. For

as in the days that zvere before the food,

they were eating and drinking, marrying and

giving in marriage, until the day that Noe

entered into the ark, and knew not until the

fee and to avoid the impending evils, which he

had as plainly foretold j and immediately adds,

*' Verily I fay unto you, this generation mall not

pafs away till all thefe things be fulfilled." Thele

words therefore feem obviouily reftricled, in their

primary fenfe, to the numerous circumjiances which

he had molt accurately defcribed as Jigns of that

event in which his Difciples felt themfelves pecu-

liarly, nay, perfonally, interelted. Efpecially, as

after the folemn affirmation of the truth of a pre-

diction, which at that time muft appeal* fo very

improbable, and the declaration, that the time ap-

pointed for that d'ljhint " day and hour, when the

heavens and the earth fhall pafs away, was known

to the Father only," our Lord returns to the Jigns

of his coming to man i felt the power of his king-

dom, and gives the command to %vatcb.

flood
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flood came, and took them all azvay ; Jo

floall alfo the coming of the Son of man be.

Then Jhall two be in the field-, the oneJhall

be taken, and the other left. Tzvo women

/hall be grinding at the mill ; the one fhall

be taken, and the other left. Watch there-

fore -, for ye know not what hour your Lord

doth come.... Therefore be ye alfo ready ; for

in fuch an hour as ye think not the Son of

man cometh.

° And hefpake to them a parable -, Behold

the fig-tree, and all the trees ; when they

now Jhoot forth, ye fee and know of your

oven felves, that fummer is now- nigh at

hand. So likewife ye, when ye fee thefe

things come to pafs, know ye that the king-

dom of God is nigh at hand. Verily I fay

unto you, This generation fhall not pafs away

till all be fulfilled. Heaven and earth Jloall

pafs away ; but my words fhall not pafs

away. And take heed to yourfelves, left at

any time your hearts be overcharged zvith

Luke xxi. 29, &:c.

fur-
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forfeiting, and drunkennefs, and cares of

this life, andfo that day come upon you tin-

azvares. For as a fnare floall it come on all

them that dwell on the face of the whole

earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray al-

ways, that ye may be accounted worthy to

efcape all thefe things that fhall come to pafs,

and toftand before the Son of man.

Without entering into a difcumon of

the feveral metaphors in this Prophecy,

explained by various commentators as

referring, in their firft and moll imme-
diate application, to the feveral parts of

the Jewifh government, and to diflindl

occurrences which happened foon after the

deftruclion of Jerufalem, it is fufficient

to remark, that the complete fubverfion

of the Jewifh polity, ecclefiaftical and

civil—the complete overthrow of Pagan

tyranny and fuperftition—the eflablilh-

ment of the Chriftian church in the feat

of the empire of the world, and its con-

fequent acceflion of numbers, power, and

fplen-
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iplendor, appear to be decifively predict-

ed—It appears alfo evident, that the

great events which were to increale the

prevalence of the Chriftian religion, and

fix its open fovereignty in the world,

were to happen fnddenly, and unexpetledly

to all who were not prepared by the fo-

lernn warning which our Lord gave to

his Difciples, with a command to watch.

Let us now turn to the page of biftory

for the accompli flimen t of thefe predic-

tions ; which /as this Prophecy only points

to the great events circumftantially re-

vealed by our Lord to his beloved Dif-

ciple St. John after the deftru6t_ion of

Jerufalem, (hall be -flated very con-

cifely.

Our Lord exprefsly declares, that all

thefe things, that is, the lblemn train

of predictions concerning Jerufalem,

jhoulcl be fulfilled before the then prefent ge-

neration flootdd paf azvay. This Prophecy

was delivered in the year of our Lord

r0>
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and Jerufalem was destroyed 37
years afterwards; fo that many of the

contemporaries of Chrift who heard the

Prophecy might witnefs its* accomplifh-

ment.

The total mbverfion of the Jewifh

government, religious and civil, can

fcarcely be more flrikingly reprefented

than by the Decree iffued by Velpa-

fian, immediately after Jerufalem was de-

ftroyed, ordering " all the lands of the

Jews to be fold for his own ufe ;" and
" all the Jews, wherefoever they dwelt,

to pay each man every year the fame

fum to the Capitol of Rome, that they

had before paid to the Temple at Jeru-

faiem.'* Thus the land of the whole

nation became the private property of the

Roman Emperor, and the whole people

became aliens, and fugitives, and flaves.

cc The facrifice and the oblation ceafed,"

and the Jews have ever fince remained

without a City, without a Temple,

without
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without a King, and without a Prieft 1";

their tribes confounded, their pedigrees

loft", and yet, a people feparated and

diftinguiihed from all the nations among

whom they are fcattered, in perfon, man-

ners, and religion.

We have already feen the Gofpel

preached to the gentiles—the church

of Chrift eftabiifhed— increailng—and

at the fame time fuffering continual per-

fecution from Jews and Heathens, ac-

cording to the exprefs declarations of

our Saviour to his Difciples—we have

feen the total abolition of the JewiiTi

Theocracy—" the men of the vineyard

have been punifhed by their Lord, for

m Thofe who are now called Prieits among the

Jews, are only chief Rabbis, and have little or no

authority, or refemblance to the office of High-Pricfi

eftabHfhed by the Law of Mofes.
n Their pedigrees had been carefully preferved

till the appearance of Chrift, which may be confi-

dered as another proof that he was indeed their

expeclcd Mefliah.

p 2 having
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having flain his fori." It only remains

for us to direct our attention to the tri-

umph of the perfecuted church over

Pagan tyranny and fuperftition.

But here I mufl beg leave to obferve,

that complete as this victory was over

the reigning enemy of the church, and

greatly as it extended the apparent

dominion of Chrift over the nations

—Paganifm falling before Chriflianity

throughout the Roman empire— yet,

does not this great event appear fully

adequate to the fublime defcription

which our Lord gives of the triumph,

the glory, and the happinefs of the church

in this mod folemn Prophecy.—We
mi^ht therefore have looked to a future

period for its ultimate completion, even if

there had not been a Revelation con*

cerning the fucceeding corruptions, tri-

als, and perfecutions, to which the church

was to be fubjected previous to the final

victory over all its enemies, of which

this was but a type.

The
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The period of hiftory from the de-

flruction of Jerufalem to the acceflion

of Conftantine, excepting only the fhort

reigns of the Septimian family, abounds

in a moil remarkable degree with the

general ravages of war, famine, and pef-

tilence. The amazing ilaughter of the

Jews in the time of Trajan and Adrian,

has been already mentioned. The Ro-

mans alfo fuffered fo feverely, that the

Emperor Adrian forbore the ufual falu-

tation in his Letters to the Senate, in

token of general grief and diftrefs". The
reign of Maximin is full of wars and

murders, invafions, and rebellions ; and

in the following fifty years there were

more than twenty Emperors, almoft all

of whom died in war, or were murdered

by their own foldiers and fubjecls. In

the reign of Gallienus, the thirty tyrants,

or ufurpers, who arofe in different parts

of the empire, occasioned moft violent

commotions—The dreadful incurfions

of the Goths and Scythians—the moil

n Newton, vol. iii. p. 61, &c.

p 3 de-
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deftructive peflilence that ever had vi-

fiteci mankind, pervading all the Roman
provinces and continuing fifteen years,

in the reign of Gallus—the horrible

perfecution of the Chriftians for ten

years under Diocletian, and the civil

wars between Maximian, Galerius, Max-
imin, Maxentius, Licinius, and other

competitors for empire, exhibit together

a mofl awful picture of the convulfive

efforts of " the powers of darknefs a-

gainft the kingdom of the Prince of

Peace." Many indeed were in that age

imprefTed by the extraordinary mani-

feftations of the wrath of God. They

mourned, and their hearts failed them

for fear, when they faw the Son of man

coming in the power of his kingdom,

Galerius , Maximin, and Licinius, re-

called their Decrees and Edicts againft

the Chriftians, publicly confefled the

guilt of their cruel perfecutions, and ac^

knowledged the juft judgments of God
and of Chrift in their deftruction.

Newton, vol. iii. p. J3.
" A change
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" A change of all the powers in being

was the moil character-idle mark of the

age from 260 to 3 1 2. For, from the time

of the'fetting up of the thirty tyrants, to

the time of Conftantine [excepting only

the fhort reign of Aurelian, and he car-

ried war into the Ea-ft] the empire was

continually fljaken and torn ; and gra-

dually difmembered by civil wars; and

there was no bright fun, or moon in it,

no one great ruling potentate, as in the

ages preceding ; but it became a prey,

and was plundered in every part by the

Goths and Scythians, and other bar-

barous nations. The whole period was

remarkable only for the expiring pangs

and ftruggles of Pagan tyranny. And at

the fame time, as if it were on purpofe

to turn the attention of mankind, to

apply this precife part of this Prophecy

to thefe very days ; in the beginning of

them, in the year 262, moil parts of

the Empire were villted with a moft

Mr. King.
1 p 4 grievous
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grievous peftilence and famine, attended

with dreadful earthquakes, furprifing

darknefs, and ftrange lightnings, by all

of which many perifhed -, there was an

accumulation alfo of other dire cala-

mities and Jhakings, amongft which, the

fea overflowed and drowned whole coun-

tries. In the conclufion, the Pagan em-

pire ceafed, and thofe who had fupport-

ed its dominion loft all power and au-

thority, and were cajl down, and the whole

form of government'was changed." " The
great lights of the Heathen world, the

fun, moon, and Jlars, were all cclipfed

and obfcured; the Heathen Emperors

and Casfars were ftain, the Heathen

priefts and augurs were extirpated, the

Heathen officers and magiflrates were

removed, the Heathen temples were de-

molifhed, and their revenues appropri-

ated to better ufes p." The writers of

that age celebrate the peace of the

church under the protection of the civil

' Newton, vol. iii. p. 72.

powers,
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powers, and the great acceflion of con-

verts, both Jews and Gentiles, in very-

triumphant terms. " Tranquillity * being

reftored throughout the world," fays

Ladtantius, " the church, which was

lately ruined, rifeth again. Now after

the violent agitations of fo great a tem-

per!:, a calm air and the delired light

became refplendent. Now God hath

relieved the afflicted ; now he hath wiped

away the tears of the forrowful." Some

medals of Conftantine are ftill preferved,

with the head of the Emperor on one

fide, and this infcription, Conjlantimis

Aug. and on the reverfe, Beata Tranquil-

litas, Blejfed Tranquillityr

, which continu-

ing uninterrupted till the death of Con-

ftantine in 337, the Church enjoyed the

promifed peace and fecurity and hap-

pinefs. — " The angels, or mefTengers,"

gathered the elecl into it from the north

and from the fouth, from the eajl and

from the zvejl j and the power and the

* Newton, vol. iii. p. 78.

v 5 glory
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glory of the Son of man were vifibly

eftablifhed among the nations of the

earths

And now the believer may boldly afk,

whether it be poffible for an unpreju-

diced mind to confider this Prophecy

with attention, and doubt concerning

the reality of Divine infpiration, or the

immediate agency of Divine providence ?

The whole of this Prophetical narrative,

when all its parts are viewed together,

difplays a regular feries of events, rifing

i It is worthy of remark, that from the time of

Conftantine to the prefent age, the church has never

been molefted by the avowed enemies cf Jefus Chriji.

.

The various Heretics, Mahometans, and Papitts,

by whom it has been alternately fcandalized, and

tormented, have alb confeffed the name of Jefus

Chrift to be worthy of more or lefs refpect and

honour ; and his Gofpel to be more or lefs divine,

according to their different fyftems. The infpira-

tion of the Scriptures, and the perfection of the

Chrittian morality, were allowed to be incontro-

vertible by them all—Let modern infidels confider

this!

gra-
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gradually to the final cataftrophe. Firft

are announced wars, . and rumours of

wars : next, a period of turbulence, in-

furrection, and of hoftility of one nation

againft another, attended with plagues,

peftilence, and earthquakes. Then fol-

low circumftances immediately relating

to the Difciples, and the Religion of

Chrifl—the profpect of perfecution—the

promife of deliverance from the impend-

ing evils, and the affurance of the ge-

neral publication of the Gofpel.—The
approach of the Roman armies to Jeru-

falem—the erection of their idolatrous

ftandards in the Holy Land—the hard-

fhips and calamities of the fiege—the

deftruclion of the city and the difperfion

of the people, are minutely described.

—

And laftly are foretold, in all the fub-

limity of metaphoric language, the total

abolition of the Jewifli government

—

the complete fubverlion of Pagan ty-

ranny and fuperftition, and the triumph

of the Chriftian church.

e 6 Hif-
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Hiftory, the truth of which has never

yet been questioned, records the accu-

rate fulfilment of all thefe various cir-

cumftances and events, in the order in

which they were predicted ; and the

conftant teftimony of the Jews for more
than 1 700 years, affords irrefragable evi-

dence to the certainty of the facts re-

lated.

And if the Divine authority of this

wonderful Prophecy be thus incon-

teflibly eftabliihed, how can it be even

plaufibly denied, that Jesus was indeed

that " Prophet and Lawgiver" of

whom Mofes had predicted , that " Who-
fo hearkened not unto him, the Lord

wTould require it of him"—the " Mes-
siah," " IN WHOM ALL THE NATIONS

OF THE EARTH WERE TO BE BLES-

SED."

The
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The hiftorical account which has been

given of the accompliihment of the fore-

going Prophecies, leads us directly to

obferve, that as the length of time be-

tween the Prophecies and their accom-

plifhment, together with the particu-

larity and minutenefs of the circum-

stances, and the diverfity of the agents

employed in the execution, render it

equally impouTble that they fhould have

been foretold by chance, or accom-

plifhed by human contrivance ; the con-

clusion, viz. that they were infpired by

God, is undeniable.

Having thus eftablifhed the truth of

Prophecy upon indifputable ground, I

confider the original queftion, " Whe-
ther God has ever revealed fu-

ture EVENTS TO MANKIND," as an-

fwered to the Reader's fatisfaction ', and
the superintending providence

of God over the world, as com-

pletely proved. I befeech him then

to
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to examine farther, whether all the Pro-

phecies, from the time of our firfl parent

Adam, to the time of St. John, do not

evidently point to one great scheme,

to which every other plan of Providence

appears fubordinate, and ultimately refers

—Let him confider the frequent intima-

tions ofGod's will, andfrequent conditional

predictions ofpunifhments or blefiings, as

aferies of proof of his fuperintending care

of a people who were to prepare the way

for the Meffiah—to preferve the know-

ledge of the promifes of God in the

world, and to remain as monuments of

the truth of Prophecy, when Prophecy it-

ielf fhould ceafe.—-Let him confider the

frequent allufions, and direct predictions,

relative to the Saviour of the world, be-

ginning with our firft parents, and reach-

ing with increafing clearnefs to the time

of the harbinger-of " the day-lpring from

on high," which arofe to illumine the

whole earth—Let him confider that

Jefus, by exactly fulfilling the predic-

tions concerning the Mefliah, not only

re-
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reconciled man to his Creator, but tho

volume of the Law and the Prophets to

the Gofpel, and fully explained that

great myftery of redemption and righ-

teoufnefs, to the completion of which,

the Typical, the Ceremonial, and the

Prophetical diipenfations throughout the

whole courfe of the Jewifh hiftory, and

for no lefs a period than 4000 years, was

made fubfervient. And if it fhalr ap-

pear, as it furely muft appear, that the

great defign of Prophecy, was the efta-

blifhment of the Chriftian religion upon

the balls of Divine revelation, let him

confider that the quefhion, whether he

(hall receive or reject Christianity, be-

comes in the highefl degree important

;

becaufe, if it be proved that thefe Pro-

phecies contain the revealed will of God^

it neceffarily follows that man is bound

to believe and obey the religion of Chrift.

In order to difplay this great defign

of Prophecy in the moil clear and

ftrik-
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ftriking point of view that I can imagine

poflible, I (hall fubjoin, « The Life of

Jefus Chrift, as drawn from the Antient

Prophets," by Mr. Gilpin', and then

proceed to point out in the fecond Part

of this Work, additional evidence in

fupport of what has been aflerted re-

fpecting the extent as well as unity of

defign in the great fcheme of revelation,

from the Prophecies which refer to the

ages of the world fubfequent to the efta-

bli(hment of the Chriftian religion.

THE LIFE OP JESUS CHRIST AS

DRAWN FROM THE ANTIENT
PROPHETS.

" I have divided the whole collection

into four fections.—The flrfl exhibits a

feries of thofe Prophecies, which contain

f Gilpin's Expofition of the New Teftament,

vol. i. p. 45

—

60.

the
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the earHeft, and mofl remote intimations

of the Mefliah. They are dark, it is

true : but as they plainly appear to cen-

ter in one point, they illuftrate each other.

Each Prophecy, confidered apart, might

be called obfcure -, but the whole fe-

ries in combination emits certainly a very

ftrong light. They begin with predict-

ing a vitlory ; and an everlajiing covenant,

which was to take place betzveen God,

and all the nations of the earth. Under the

ideas of a tree, and a mountain, they hold

out the grandeur, and dignity of the Mef-

fiah's kingdom ; and in a variety of

beautiful images, in which all nature is

reprefented in harmony, and the wild

beafts of the foreft tamed, they exhibit

that peace, and happinefs, and univerfal

change in the manners of men, which

this glorious predicted reign was meant

to introduce ; diiclofing, at the fame

time, throughout, its fpiritual nature, and

the tranfcendent joy, with which it ought

to be received.

In
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In the fecond fection are exhibited

thofe Prophecies, which relate to the

th of the Mefiiah. Here the pro-

phetic language becomes more diftinct,

and full. Thole general intimations,

which were given before, begin now to

break, and particularize. The fame linea-

ments appear ; but the features are more

difti nelly marked. The fection opens

with predicting the fore-runner of the

Ivleffiah) in the perfon of John the Bap-

tift. The Prophecies of the Mefiiah's

birth fucceed ; and the wonderful pecu-

liarity of his being born of a virgin. The
place of his nativity is fpecified ; and the

charaHeriJlics of his office, and the nature

of his government, are flrongly marked.

In the third fection I have collected

fuch Prophecies, as appertain to the

MerTiah's life. The whole plan of it in-

deed is fpecified with as much precifion

as the figurative language, in which

thefe predictions are clothed, is able to

con-
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convey. He is reprefented as arrayed in

the dignity of a Prophet, like Moles; and

of a Prieft, like Melchizedec. At the

fame time, his mean, and fuffering ftate

on earth is ftrongly characterized . His

gentlenefs, and holinefs ; the great efficacy

of his preaching ; the offence he gave to

worldly men ; his reprefTmg the fpirit of

'worldly wifdom-, his triumphant entry into

Jerufalem ; and his divine prefence in the

Temple ; are all diftinclly held out.

The variety, and even the kind, of his

miracles are fpecified ; and his paftoral

care is ftrongly reprefented by images

highly expreffive of tendernefs, and af-

fection.

In the laft fection, I have collected

fuch Prophecies, as appertain to the

death of Chrifl. Here the Prophetic

fpirit, as if imagery failed in defcribing

the laft fcenes of this awful life, defcends

from it's lofty flights, and marks the fe-

veral
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veral circumftances of that folemn pe-

riod in the plained terms ; but marks

them alfo with almoft hiftorical pre-

cision. From his being betrayed by one

of his Dilciples, to his refurreclion, there

is fcarce a fingle circumftance, which

one, or other of the Prophetic writers

hath not mentioned. The bargain made

for thirty pieces of filver—the difperjion of

the difciples on the feizing of Jefus—

the particulars of his trial—the falje zvit-

nejes, that appeared againft him—the

ufage of the foldiers— the mode of his

death—the behaviour of his enemies dur-

ing that awful period—the time of that

great event—the end, and intention of it

—the manner of his burial—and his tri-

umphant refurreclion—all appear to be fo

exactly conformable to the hiftory of

the New Teftament, that we might al-

moft think them plain tranfcripts from

it, if we had not the very belt hiftorical

evidence, that they were all written,

pub-



[ 333 ]

publifhed, and well known, many hun-

dred years—the lateft of them above

four hundred—before the birth of ChrifL

SECTION I.

Containing the earHeft intimations of the

Meftah.
S
I will put enmity between thee (faid

God to the ferpent) and the woman

—

between thy feed and her feed : it (hall

bruife thy head, and thou (halt bruife

his heel.
—

'I will eftabiifh my covenant

(faid God to Abraham) between thee

and me ; and thy feed after thee, in

their generations, for an everlafting co-

venant.—Sarah u thy wife mall bear thee

a fon, and thou (halt call his name

Ifaac ; and I will eftabiifh my covenant

with him for an everlafting covenant', and

s Gen. iii. 15. l Gen. xvii. 7.

u Gen. xvii. 19.

with
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with his feed after him. And x
in thy

feed fliall all the nations of the earth be

bleffed.

—

y
I will perform the oath (faid

God to Ifaac) which I fware unto Abra-

ham thy father ; and in thy feed mail

all the nations of the earth be bleffed.

—

In z
thee, and in thy feed, (faid God to

Jacob) (hall all the families of the earth

be bleffed.—And a
it fliall come to pafs

(laid God to David) when thy days

fhall be expired, and thou fhalt go to

thy fathers, that I will raife up thy feed

after thee, which fliall be of thy fons,

and I will fettle him in mine houfe for

ever, and his throne floall be ejlablifloed for

evermore.—I the 9Lord have called thee

in righteoufnefs : I will keep thee ; and

x Gen. xxii. 18. y Gen. xxvi. j.

z Gen. xxviii. 14.

a
1 Chron. xvii. 11. This feems to have been

Uately fpoken of Solomon ; who was consi-

dered as a type of Chrift : but the Prophetic cha-

racters are evidently carried beyond a prince, from

whofe immediateJuccejfor the kingdom was rent.

give
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give thee for a covenant to the people;

for a light of the Gentiles.—Thus b faith

the Lord, I will give thee for a covenant

of the people—to eftablifh the earth—to

caufe to inherit the defolate heritages.

—

Thus c faith the Lord, If you can break

my covenant of the day, and my co-

venant of the night, that there fhould

not be days, and nights in their feafons

-—then may alio my covenant be broken

with my fervant David, that he fhould

not have a fon to reign upon his throne.

—There d (hall come forth a rod out of

the ftem of JefTe, and a branch mall go

out of his roots. And the Spirit of the

h Ifa. xlii, 6. and xlix. 8. If the context be

examined, the whole is evidently Prophetic of the

MetTiah : but I wifhed here only to retain luch

paffages, as referred to the covenant.

c
Jer. xxxiii. 20. From this Prophecy alfo that

part only is taken, which belongs to the covenant.

It could have no refpecl perfonally to David, or his

immediate poftenty ; for it was fpoken five hun-

dred years ,after David's death.

d Ifaiah xi. 1, 2.

Lord
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Lord Jhall reft upon him-, the Spirit of

wifdom and underflanding, the Spi-

rit of counfel and might, the Spirit of

knowledge, and the fear of the Lord,

and (hall make him of quick under-

flanding in the fear of the Lord.—Be-

hold e the days come, faith the Lord,

that I will raife unto David a righteous

branch , and a king fhall reign, mid prof-

per, and fhall execute judgment, andjujlice

in the earth. In his days Judah fliall be

faved, and Ifrael fhall dwell fafely : and

this is his name whereby he fhall be

called, The Lord our righteoufnefs.—In
f thofe days will I caule the Branch of

righteoufnefs to grow up unto David ;

and he fhall execute judgment, and righte-

e Jer. xxiii. 5. Here again the fame fucceflbr is

promifed to David five hundred years after the

death of that prince ; which promife had been

made before to the Patriarchs, .and to that prince

himfelf.

f
Jer. xxxiii. [£.

oufnefs
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oufnefs in the land.—Thus 5 faith the

Lord God, I will take the higheft branch

of the higheft cedar ; and I will plant it

on a high mountain ; and it mail bring

forth boughs, and bear fruit ; and be a

goodly cedar ; and under it Jhall dwell

all the fowls of every wing, in the fha-

dow of the branches thereof mall they

dwell—Hear h now, O Jofliua the high-

prieft, thou, and thy fellows that fit be-

fore thee : Behold I will bring forth my

fewant the Branch.— Thus !

faith the

Lord of Hofts, Behold the man whofe

name is the Branch ; he mall grow up

out of his place, and fre mail build the

temple of the Lord, and he fhall bear the

glory , and he (hall n% and rule upon his

throne*.—In 1 the laft days it (hall come

s Ezek. xvii. 22. h Zech. iii. 8.

1 Zech. vi. 12.

k The Reader is referred to thefecond Volume of this

Work for the confederation of the predictions relative to

the kingdom of the MeJJiab, which are not to he looked

upon as y:tfulfilled, in their complete and ultimatefenfe.

1 Mic. iv. 1.

a to
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to pafs, that the mountain of the houfe

of the Lord fliall be ejiablifhed in the top

of the mountains, and it mail be exalted

above the hills ; and the people fhall flozv

into it.—The m Lord fhall reign over them

in mount. Zion, from henceforth even for

ever.—And n
it fhall come to pafs in the

laft days, that the mountain of the houfe

of the Lord fhall be efiablifhed; and

fhall be exalted above the hills ; and all

nations fljall Jlozv unto it.—-And ° the

flone, which was cut out of the moun-
tain without hands, fhall become a great

mountain, and fill the earth.—And p he

will deftroy in this mountain, the face

of the covering caft over all people, and

the vail, that is fpread over all nations.

m Mic. iv. 7.
n If. ii. a.~

Dan. ii. 35.

P If. xxv. 7. There is fomething extremely-

grand in thus reprefenting the Gofpel as removing

the darknefs fpread over all nations by the draw-

ing up of a vail curtain, to let in the light.

—And
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—And i many fhall fay, Come ye, let us

^o up to the mountain of the Lord, to

the houfe of the God of Jacob, and he zvill

teach us his ways ; and we will walk in

his paths, for out of Zion (hall go forth

the law, and the word of the Lord

from Jerufalem. And \\tfloalljudge among

the nations, and Ihall rebuke many peo-

ple : and they fhall beat their fwords into

plow-fhares, and their fpears into prun-

ing hooks : nation fhall not rife againft

nation ; neither fhall they learn war

any more.—The r wolf alfo fhall dwell

with the lamb, and the calf, and the

young lion, and the fatling together,

and a little child fhall lead them. And
the cow and the bear fhall feed, and

their young ones lie down together; and

the lion (hall eat ftraw like the ox. The
fucking child fhall play on the hole of

the afp, and the weaned child fhall put

his hand on the cockatrice-den. And

q
- If. ii. 3.

r If. xi. 60

q. 2 they
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they fhall not hurt, nor deftroy in all

my holy mountain : for the earth fhall

be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as

the waters cover the fea. And in that

day, there fhall be a root of JelTe,

which fhall fland for an enfign of the peo-

ple. To it fhall the Gentiles feek, and

his reft fhall be glorious.—The s
fcepter

fhall

3 Gen. xlix. 10. Some have objected that this

Prophecy was fulfilled in Moles. But what fcepter

had Judah before Mofes ? The word Shiloh fignifies

font ; and was always interpreted by the ancient

Jews of the Meffiah. It is fuppofed indeed by

many interpreters, that Mofes himfelf alluded to

this Prophecy, when he exprefles his baekwardnefs

to God in going to Pharaoh. Send I pray thee by

the hand of him, ivhom thou ivilt fend—that is, by

the Shiloh, whom thou haft promifed. How very

exactly this Prophecy was fulfilled, is very ap-

parent. The difperfion of the Jews, independent

of Prophecy, is one of the m.oft lingular events in

the hiftory of mankind : but when we confider it

ns the completion of Prophecy—when we confider

this people difperfed, and wandering among all

the nations upon earth—without temples—with-

out
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mall not depart from Judab, nor a

lawgiver from between his feet, until

Shiloh come, and unto him (hall the

gathering of the people be.—There ' fhall

come a Star out of Jacob, and a fcepter

fhall arife out of Ifrael.—

I

u
will alfo

give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that

thou mayefl be my falvation unto the

ends of the earth.—

I

x law in the night-

vifions, and behold, one like the Son of

Man came in the clouds of heaven,

and came to the Ancient of days. And
there was given unto him dominion, and

glory, and a kingdom, that all people, na-

tions, and languages, mould ferve him:
,

His dominion is an everlafling dominion^

which fhall not pafs away, and his king-

out laws, without government—connected with

none j but diftincl: from all—as if preferved to

complete future Prophecies—the whole together, I

think, forms an argument of fufficient force to

weigh againft all the cavils of infidelity.

1 Numb. xxiv. 17.
u Ifaiah xlix. 6.

x Dan. vii. 13.

a 3 dom,
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dom, that which Jhall not be deftroyed.—
The y God of heaven fhall fet up a king-

dom, which fhall never be dejlroyed : but

mall fland for ever.—Behold z
I will give

to Jerufalem one that bringeth good

tidings—

O

a Zion, that bringeft good

tidings, get thee up into the high moun-

tain : O Jerufalem, that bringeft good

tidings, lift up thy voice with ftrength.

Lift it up, be not afraid : fay unto

the cities of Judah, Behold your God,—
Sing,

b O heavens ; and be joyful, O
earth ; and break forth into finging, O
mountains : for the Lord hath comforted

his people, and will have mercy on his

afflicted.—Unto c you that fear my name,

fhall the Sun of righteoufnefs arife with

healing in his wings.

y Dan. ii. 44.
z Ifalah xli. 27.

a Ifaiah xl. 9.
b Ifaiah xlix. 13.

t Mai. iv. 2,

SECTION
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SECTION II.

Containing thofe Prophecies, which relate to

the birth of the MeJJiah.

The d voice of him that crieth in the

wildernefs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,

make Jiraight in the deiart a highway

for our God. Every valley fhall be ex-

alted, and every mountain and hill ill all

be made low : and the crooked fhall be

made Jiraight, and the rough places plain.

And the glory of the Lord fhall be re-

vealedy and all flefh fhall fee it together;

for the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken

it.—Behold e
I will fend you Elijah the

Prophet, before the coming of the great

and dreadful day of the Lord.—

I

f will

fend my meffenger, and he fhall prepare

d Ifaiah xl. 3. By mountains, and rough ways,

the Prophet indicates the moral difficulties, which

the Gofpel tended to remove.
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the way before ?ne : and the Lord, whom
ye feek, fhall fuddenly come to his tem-

ple—even the mefjenger of the covenant,

whom ye delight in : behold be fhall

come, faith the Lord of hofls.—Is have fet

my king upon my holy hill of Zion.

Thou art my Son ; this day have I be-

gotten thee. I will give thee the heathen

for thine inheritance, and the utmofl parts

of the earth for thy pojfefjion.—The h Lord

himfelf fhall give you a fign, Behold, a

Virgin fhall conceive, and bear a fon, and

(hall call his name Immanuel.—And 1

thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou

be little among the thoufands of Judah,

yet out of thee fhall he come forth, who
is to be the ruler in Ifrael : whofe goings

forth have been from of old, from ever-

8 Pfal. ii. 6. This Frophecy of the. heathen, and

the utmoft parts of the earth as a poffcffion, is, in other

language, the old patriarchal promife, In theejhall

alt the nations of the earth he hlejfed.

h Ifaiahvii. 14.
J Mic. v. 2.

laftinr.
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lofting.—The" people that walked in

darknefs, have feen a great light : they

that dwell in the land of the Jhadow of

death, upon them hath the light fhined.

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a

Son is given, and the government fhall

be upon his moulder : and his name

fhall be called Wonderful, Connfellor, the

mighty God, the everlofting Father, the

Prince of Peace. Of the increafe of his

government and peace there fhall be no

end.

SECTION III.

Containing thofe Prophecies, which relate to

the Life of the MeJJiah—his Preaching,

and his Miracles.

I
l will raife them a Prophetfrom among

their brethren (laid God to Moles) like

unto

Ifaiah ix. 2,6.
1 Deut. xviii. 18. That no Prophet ever did

arife in Ifrael, lih unto Mofes, is taken notice of by

ft 5 Samuel,
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unto ihee \ and will put my words in his

mouth, and he mail fpeak unto them
all that Ifjail command him.—He m hath

noform, nor comelinefs : and when we fhall

fee him, there is no beauty that we
fhould delire him. He is defpifed and
rejecled of men

—

a man of forrows, and
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it

were our faces from him. He was de-

fpifed, and we efteemed him not.—He n

(hall not cry, nor caufe his voice to be

heard in the flreet. A bruifed reed fhall

he not break : and fmokingr flax fhall

he not quench : he fhall bring forth

Samuel, or whoever added the concluding part to

the Pentateuch. See Deut. xx. 10. The great

leading characters in Mofes, is his delivering Ifrael,

and introducing a new laiv. Theie characters agree

only in the Meffiah. The great difference was, that

his deliverance and his laiv were wii-verfal, and

terpeinal ; thofe of Mofes, local, and tranfitory.

m Ifaiah liii. 2.

n Ifaiah xlii. 2. This Prophecy fets the mildnefs

and quietnefs of the Meffiah, in oppofition to the

fevere and fpirited character of the Prophets.

judgment
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judgment unto truth.—How beautiful

upon the mountains are the feet of him

that bringeth good tidings— that pub-

lifheth peace—that publifheth falvation—
that faith unto Zion, *Thy God reignetb.

SingP and rejoice, O daughter of Zion;

for lo ! I come, and will dwell in the

midft of thee. And many nations fhall be

joined to the Lord in that day, and Jloall

be my people : and I will dwell in the

midft of thee, and thou fhalt know,

that the Lord hath fent me unto thee.

—Behold i my Servant, whom I have

chofen—mine Elecl, in whom my foul

delighteth ; I have put my Spirit upon

him ; he (hall bring forth judgment to

the Gentiles. He fhall not be dilcou-

raged, till he have fet judgment in the

earth : and the ijlesfhall zvait for his law.

—He r fhall not judge after the fight of

his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing

° Ifaiah Hi. 7. p Zech. ii. 10.

* Ifaiah xlii. 4.
r Iiaiah x'1.3.

Q 6 of
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of his ears ; but with righteoufnefs fljall he

judge the poor, and reprove with equity s
:

and he fliall finite the earth with the

rod of his mouth, and with the breath of

his lips fhall he flay the wicked*. Righ-

teoufhefs fhall be the girdle of his loins,

and faithfulnefs the girdle of his reins.

—The u Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

becaufe the Lord hath anointed me to

preach good tidings unto the meek, he

hath fent me to bind up the broken-heart-

ed—to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and the opening of the prifon to them

that are bound—to proclaim the accept-

able year of the Lord.—And * many na-

tions fhall come and lay, Come, let us

go up to the mountain of the Lord, and

to the houfe of the God of Jacob, and he

s That is, he fhall not take cognizance of actions

from his fenfes j nor according to outward appear-

ance.

1 That is, the doctrine which he preaches fhall

make the eternal Reparation of good and bad.

u Ifaiah lxi. 1.
x Mic. iv. 2.

will
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will teach us his ways, and we will walk

in bis paths : for the Law Jhall go forth

out of Zion, and the word of the Lordfrom

Jerufalem.—He y fhall be a fione offum-
bling, and a rock of offence to both the

houfes of Ifrael.—This 2
is the Lord's

doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.

This is the day, which the Lord hath

made ; we will rejoice, and be glad.—Be-

hold a I lay in Zion,for afoundation, aftone ;

a tried ftone, a precious corner- Hone,

a fure foundation ; he that believeth,

fhall not be confounded.—

l

h will do a mar-

vellous work among this people. The
zvifdom of their wife men fhall perifh, and

the under/landing of their prudent men fhall

be hid,—Rejoice c greatly, O daughter

of Zion ; Shout, O daughter of Jeru-

falem : Behold thy king cometh unto

thee: he is jufl, and having falvation,

y Ifaiah viii. 14.
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lowly, and riding upon an afs, and a colt

the foal of an afs. I
c will fill this houfe

with glory, faith the Lord of hofts. The
glory of this latter houfe fhall be greater

than of theformer ; and in this place will

I give peace, faith the Lord of hofts.

—

Then d (hall the eyes of the blind be
opened, and the ears of the deaf fhall be

unftopped. Then fhall the lame man
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the

dumb man fhall fing.—He e fhall bring

out the prifonersy and them that fit in

darknefs, out of the prifon-houfe. He f

fhall fay to the prifoners, Go forth ; to

them that fit in darknefs, Shew your-

feives.—He e fhall feed his flock like a
fhepherd: he (hall gather the lambs

c Hag. ii. j, 9.
d Ifaiah xxxv. 5. It is obferved, that no Pro-

phet wrought fuch miracles as thefe, but Chrift.
c Ifaiah xlii. 7. The idea of a prifon, and pri-

foners, is very often applied to a ftate of heathen-
ifm.

f Ifaiah xlix. 9. s Ifaiah xl. 11.

with
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with his arm, and carry them in his

boibm, and (hall gently lead thofe that

are with young.—They h fhall not hun-

ger nor thirft, neither fhall the heat

nor the fun fmite them : for he that

hath mercy on them, fhall lead them,

even by the fprings of water fhall he

guide them. They fhall feed in the

ways, and their pafture fhall be in all

high places.

SECTION IV.

Containing fuch Prophecies as relate to the

Death, Atonement, Refiirreclion, and Ex-

altation of the Mejfiah,

Yea ,!

, even mine own familiar friend

\

in whom I trufted, who did alfo eat of

my bread, hath laid great wait for me.

—And k I faid, If ye think good, give

h Ifaiah xlix. 10. i Pfal. xli. 9.
k Zech. xi. 12.

me
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me my price ; and if not, forbear : {a

they weighed for my price thirty pieces of

Jilver> and I caft them to the potter in

the houfe of the Lord.

—

Smite 1 the Jhep-

herd, and the Jheep (hall be Jcaltered.—
He m was oppreffed, and he was afflicted,

yet he opened not his month : he is brought

as a lamb to the daughter, and as a

fheep before her fhearers is dumb, fo he

opened not his mouth. He was taken

from prifon and from judgment : and

who fhall declare his generation ?

—

Falfe
n
witnefl'es did rife up againft me

;

they laid to my charge -things that I

knew not. As ° for me, I was like a

deaf man, and heard not ; and as one

that is dumb, and doth not open his

mouth.—Many p dogs are come about

me,

1 Zech. xiii. 7.
m Ifaiah liii. 7.

n Pfal. xxxv. it. ° Pfal. xxxviii. 13.

p Pfal. xxii. 16. This Prophecy is defcriptive of

the Mefiiah's being put into the hands of the hea-

then. The word dog was univerfally applied by

the-
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me, and the counfel of the wicked hath

inclofed me.—I "i gave my back to the

fmiters, and my cheeks to them that

plucked off the hair. I hid not my face

from (name and /pitting.—They r
fhall

finite the judge of Ifrael with a rod upon

the cheek.—They s gave me gall to eat '

y

and when I was thirfly, they gave me
vinegar to drink. They l

pierced my
hands and my feet. They parted my gar-

ments among them, and cafl lots on my

vefiure.—And u one fhall fay, what are

thefe wounds in thy hands t Then he

(hall anfwer, Thofe with which I was.

wounded in the houfe of my friends.

—

My x God, my God, look upon me;
why haft thou forfaken me ?—All they

that go by laugh me to fcom : they moot

out their lips, and (hake their heads,

the Jews to the heathen. Thus our Saviour too

applies it. See Matt. xv. 26. ,

^ Ifaiah I. 6. r Mic. v. 1.

s Pfal. lxix. 21. T Pfal. xxii. 17.

Zech. xiii. 6. * Pfal. xxii. 1.

faying,.
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faying, He trlifted in God to deliver him ;

let him deliver him, if he will have him.—
1^ will fhew wonders in the heavens,

and in the earth, blood, and fire, and

pillars of fmoke. The fun fhall be

turned into darknefs, and the moon
into blood, before the great and ter-

rible day of the Lord come. And it

fhall come to pafs, that whoever fhall

call on the name of the Lord fhall be

faved.—Seventy 2 weeks are determined

upon thy people, and upon thy holy

city, to finifh the tranfgreffton, and to

make an end offins, and to make reconci-

liation for iniquity, and to bring in ever-

lofting righteoufnefs, and to feal up the

vifion and prophecy, and to anoint the

mojl Holy, Know therefore and under-

Hand, that from the going forth of the

commandment to reftore and to build

Jerufalem, unto the Meffiah the Prince,

fhall be feven weeks -

3 and three-fcore

y Joel ii. 30. z Dan. ix. 24.

and
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and two weeks the flreets mall be built

again, and the wall, even in troublous

times. And after three-fcore and two

weeks fhall Meffiah be cut off, but not for

himfelf.—Surely a he hath borne our griefs,

and carried our forrows : yet we did e-

fteem him flricken, fmitten of God, and

afflicted. But he was wounded for our

tranfgrej/ions, he was bruifed for our ini-

quities : the chaftifement of our peace

was upon him, and with his ftripes we
are healed. All we like fheep have gone

affray : we have turned every one to his

own way, and the Lord hath laid on

him the iniquity of us all. It pleafed the

Lord to bruife him, he hath put him

to grief. Thou fhalt make his foul an

offering for fin. He hath poured out his

foul unto death ; and he was numbered

with tranfgreffors, and he fhall bear the

fins of many> and make intercej/ion for

a Ifaiah liii. 4.

tranf-

—^ _ ,..-_ - -.*»[
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tranfgrejjbrs*'.—And c
I will pour out

upon the houfe of David, and upon the

inhabitants of Jerufalem, the Spirit of

grace, and of fupplications : and they

Jhall look upon him, whom they have

pierced, and they (hail mourn for him,

as one mourneth for an only ion.—A d

hone of him mall not be broken.—In e that

day there mail be a fountain opened to

the houfe of David, and to the inha-

bitants of Jerufalem for Jin, and for un-

cleannefs.—He f made his grave with the

zvicked, and with the rich in his death.—
Why s do the heathen fo furioufly rage

b There are fimilar expreffions in the 40th

Pfalra : My fins have taken fuch bold of me, that I

am not able to look up j is a pafiage explained by

1 Pet. ii. 24. Who his own felf hare our fins in his

own body on the tree. Indeed the whole 40th Pfalm

is applied by many learned expofitors to Chrift.

c Zech xii. 10. d Ex. xii. 46.
e Zech. xiii. 1.

f Ifaiah liii. 9.

* Pfal. ii. 1.

to-
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together ? The kings cf the earth ftand

up ; the rulers take counfel againfi the

Lord, and againfc his anointed—He that

dwelleth in heaven lhall lau2;h them to

fcorn. The Lord (hall have them in de-

rifion.—Thou h ihalt not leave my foul

in hell; neither Ihalt thou iuffer thine

holy One to fee corruption,—After 1 two

days he will revive us, on the third day

he will raife us up, and we fhail live in his

fight.—

I

k know that my Redeemer liveth,

and that he fhail ftand at the latter day

upon the earth.—

1

1

will ranfom them

from tie power of the grave : I will redeem

them from death : O death, I will be thy

plague ; O grave, I will be thy deftruc-

h Pfal. xvi. 10.-

" Hoi* vi. 2. Tn this paffage, and in others, the

Prophet* fpeak in the plural : but it was a com-

mon idea to confide* Chrift as rifmg, accompanied

with all the faithful. Thus St. Paul : If we be-

lieve that Jejus died and rofe again j even fo them

ivkicbjlecp in Jejus
> Jhall God bring ivitb him.

k Job xix.25. \ Hof. xiii. 14.

tion,
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tion.—The m Lord faid unto my Lord,

Sit thou on my right hand, till I make

thine enemies thy footflool. The Lord

ill all fend the rod of thy power out of

Zion : be thou ruler even in the midfi

of thine enemies. In the day of thy

power fliall the people offer thee free-

will offerings with a holy worfhip. The

Lord fware, and will not repent : Thou

art a prieft for ever, after the order of

Melchifedec.

" I (hall conclude this whole colle&ion

of Prophecies, with an excellent paffage

m Pfal. ex. t. The whole Pfalm from whence

this paffage is taken, is commonly contrafted with

the twenty-fecond, which contains a full Prophecy

of the humiliation of Chrift ; as this does of his ex-

altation. They are both quoted in this light fre-

quently by our Saviour, and his Apoftles.—The

feventy-fecond and eighty-ninth Pfalms feem to

relate to the eftablijhment of the MeJJiaFs kingdom.

They are full of expreffions, which cannot pollibly

relate to David ; or to any other fubjecl:.

from
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from Bifliop HurcTs Sermons on Pro-

phecy."

" The argument from Prophecy lies

merely in the evidence produced, that

certain pafTages were delivered in the

Old Teftament -, and have been fulfilled

by certain correfpondent events related

in the New. The argument doth in no

degree depend on faith ; but is calcu-

lated to produce it. It is equally ftrong,

or equally weak, to a Chriftian, or a

Jew, or an unbeliever—the fole point in

queflion being this, whether iuch things,

as were prophetically delivered, appear

to have been fulfilled—a point, on which

common fenfe, and common honefty

will equally decide, on every fuppo-

fition." Sermon V. p. 154,

END OF VOL, I,












